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Good Riddance 2020!A new year is coming, 
time to

transform your life!
This year has been tough for everyone, 
start fresh, apply now for spring classes 

at NPC!
Class schedule online now, 
registration begins Nov. 30

Call (800) 266-7845 to speak to an NPC academic advisor. 
See the spring ’21 class schedule at www.npc.edu/class-schedule.

Tuition Only 

$40
per credit!
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3-day forecast
Today: Sunny all 
day, light wind. 
65/44. Saturday: 
Sunny daytime, 
mostly clear at 
night. 64/30. Sunday: More 
sunshine, partly cloudy at night. 
60/34.
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BY Laura SingLeton
Staff Writer

Schools and parents 
throughout the White 
Mountains and across the 
state continue to adjust, on-
the-fly, as COVID-19 cases 
fluctuate. Local schools 
have reported minimal 
cases among students and 
staff, with few exceptions.

Many schools are small 
enough to manage social 
distancing or are using a 
hybrid model of in-person 
and distance learning. 
Some school districts, like 
Whiteriver Unified, have 
remained online since 
the school year began in 
August.

Blue Ridge Unified 
School District sent a 
notice to staff, parents and 
guardians Monday which 
informed them that a fifth-
grade teacher tested posi-
tive for COVID-19. Due to 
possible exposure, “their 
entire class will remain at 
home on ‘symptoms watch’ 
until November 30,” stated 
the letter.

An elementary student 
of another class was also 
placed on ‘symptoms 
watch’ after a family mem-
ber tested positive.

The district serves over 
2,160 students. They care-
fully implemented a grade-
by-grade return to in-per-
son learning for K-6 grades 

only. (The junior high and 
high schools remain on a 
hybrid, Monday through 
Thursday schedule.)

Three students tested 
positive in September. Two 
students (one former and 

one current) tested positive 
for COVID-19 in late Oc-
tober but neither attended 
school for more than a 
week in advance of testing 
positive.

Those five cases have 

been the only incidents 
since the fifth-grade teacher 
tested positive.

BRUSD Superintendent 
Dr. Michael L. Wright 
warned parents to be pre-

BY Laura SingLeton
Staff Writer

NAVAJO NATION — 
The Navajo Nation con-
tinued to be slammed with 
new coronavirus cases in 
recent weeks. The nation’s 
administration issued a 
three-week lockdown and 
curfew to help prevent 
spread of the virus among 
its members.

The lockdown began 
Monday, Nov. 16. The res-
ervation covers over 2,700 
square miles, spanning 
across Arizona, New Mex-
ico and Utah. There are a 
total of 55 communities 
with “uncontrolled spread.”

“Uncontrolled spread” is 
the phrase that has been put 
back into play regarding 
the increase in cases since 
mid November.

On Wednesday, the Na-
vajo Epidemiology Center 

and the Navajo Area Indian 
Health Service, reported 
197 new cases, bringing the 
number of positive cases 
to 13,744. There have been 
605 deaths since tracking 
began in the spring.

Reports also indicate 
that 8,011 individuals have 
recovered from COVID-19 
and over 141,000 tests 
have been administered to 
Navajo Nation residents.

The rise of daily cases is 
fast approaching the num-
ber of daily cases the Nava-
jo Nation was experiencing 
in May,  so tribal leaders 
are taking action through 
the lockdown. In addition 
to asking residents to stay 
home, business hours have 
been restricted from 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., daily.

There were 238 new 
cases on May 13. On Nov. 
13, there were 172 news 
cases. That number spiked 
again on Tuesday, Nov. 17 
with 197 new cases.

Schools report minimal COVID cases

Metro Image
People throughout the White Mountains and across the state continue to 
adjust, on-the-fly, as COVID-19 cases fluctuate. Local schools have reported 
minimal cases among students and staff, with few exceptions. To find out more 
about your school district’s COVID-19 protocols, contact the principal’s office 
(or district office) directly.

Navajo Nation 
in lockdown 

through Dec. 6
Second wave 

has hit 

BY Mike Leiby
Special to the Independent

SNOWFLAKE — Na-
vajo County Sheriff’s dep-
uties have arrest-
ed two people in 
connection with a 
Fentanyl overdose 
death of a 44-year-
old man in Snow-
flake.

Police respond-
ing to a call of a 
dead man in a res-
idence in the 1000 
block of Eagar 
Avenue ended up 
arresting two other people 
in a different residence for 
possession of and selling 
highly dangerous drugs 
(possibly fentanyl) 
capable of killing in 
just small doses.

When STPD po-
lice got to the home 
of 44-year-old Lo-
gan McCray, they 
found him dead and 
started an investi-
gation which led 
them to determine 
he likely died of a 
drug overdose.

Working with local Ma-
jor Crimes Apprehension 
Team (MCAT) detectives, 
and after getting a search 
warrant from a Navajo 
County Superior Court 
judge to search the home 
of Frank (71) and Shan-
na (51) Aldrich in the 500 
block of Main Street, Frank 
and Shanna were booked 

into the Navajo County Jail 
charged with possession of 
a narcotic drug, possession 
of a narcotic drug for sale 
and sales of narcotic drugs.

A press release 
from Navajo Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office 
Public Information 
Officer Tori Gor-
man  stated that 
when MCAT detec-
tives searched the 
Aldrich’s residence 
they found counter-
feit Hydrocone pills 
believed to actual-

ly be fentanyl along with 
$2,730 in cash believed to 
be derived from drug sales 
and other undisclosed ev-

idence of alleged 
drug sales.

“It should be 
noted both Shan-
na and Frank Al-
drich are currently 
out on bond stem-
ming from felony 
drug and weapons 
charges in July of 
2020,” Gorman in-
cluded in the press 
release.

A check of the inmate ros-
ter at the Navajo County Jail 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 showed 
them both still in custody at 
the jail in Holbrook.

Investigators are looking 
into what Gorman called a 
possible connection between 
McCray’s overdose death 
and the Aldrich’s alleged 
drug sales.

Snowflake couple 
arrested in 

connection with 
overdose death

Shanna Aldrich

Frank Aldrich

BY rt Lynch
Justice Reporter

VERNON—James P. Jaikin, 34 
of Vernon appeared in the Apache 
County Superior Court Monday 
to answer two allegations that he 
committed second degree murder, 
a Class 1 Felony and tampering 
with evidence, a Class 6 Felony in 
connection with the shooting death 
of his neighbor, David Anthony 
Morales on September 3 at approx-
imately 8:45 in the evening accord-
ing to court records. The men’s 
homes were about 200 yards apart 
but they apparently didn’t known 
each other. Jaikin is presumed by 

law to be innocent.
Jaikin is being held on a $500,000 

bond in the county jail since his 
arrest on September 3, and still 
hasn’t had a preliminary hearing 
to establish probable cause for the 
charges which is a violation of his 
rights and is in contravention of 
court rules, according to his attorney 
Ronald Wood.

The curtain opened on this case 
when the Apache County regional 
emergency operators received a 
911 call from Morales saying that 
he had been shot in the shoulder by 
his neighbor whom Morales didn’t 
know, and that Morales was lying 

in the dirt outside Morales’s home 
along County Road 8299. Vernon 
Fire responded.

According to one of the probable 
cause statements filed in support 
of search warrants, while Apache 
County Deputies were enroute, they 
learned that someone named by 
deputies as “Steven” was on scene 
performing CPR on Morales and 
that the victim was “turning white 
and having a hard time breathing,” 
that Morales had been “shot in the 
chest near David’s nipple.” He was 
later pronounced dead there.

Details emerge about murder case

BY JiM headLey
Editor

SHOW LOW — Mi-
chael Moss turned one of 
the worst times of his life 
into a profitable nation-
wide business.

Moss, of Show Low, 
had a series of surgeries 
in 2014 and 2015 and was 
dealing with a lot of pain, 
so he turned to marijuana 
to help him cope.

“I tried to buy some 
seeds from somebody 
in 2016 and I got ripped 
off,” Moss said. “When I 
got ripped off, it upset me 
enough to where I wanted 
to become a trusted seed 
dealer, that everyone 
knows and can confide in. 
They know they’re not 
going to get ripped off.”

Moss said he began by 

breeding his own marijua-
na and getting in contact 
with other breeders.

“I start by building a 
relationship with other 
breeders throughout the 
United States. We have 
built a tight bond, and I 

have their seeds on my 
website,” he said.

Mossmseeds.com can 
legally sell and ship mar-
ijuana seeds by declaring 
them as “collector items,” 
according to Moss.

“They are legally 

sold as souvenirs and as 
collector items. They are 
collector items for preser-
vation. Here in Arizona, 
we just passed a law for 
recreational. Somewhere 

Show Low man sells marijuana seeds
Ready to help 
Arizona grow 

again

Michael Moss, owner of MossMSeeds.com, stands with his wrapped Lexus. 
Moss, of Show Low, sells marijuana seeds online as ‘collector items.’
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