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3-DAY SALE – TUE., WED. & THU.

Offers valid through January 2, 202099¢ 
ea

Large Hass 
Avocados

499 
lb

RedBird 

Boneless Skinless 
Chicken Breasts

99¢

KIND Bars
1.34 to 1.4 oz
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3-day forecast
Tuesday: 33/16.Partly 
sunny, calm winds 
becoming mostly cloudy 
in the evening.
New Year’s Day: 39/21. Sunny 
with wind gusts as high as 25 mph. 
Thursday: 33/17. Slight chance of snow 
showers, otherwise mostly clear.
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Winter Wonderland
Don Williams of Lakeside, submitted this photo after the weekend winter 
storm dumped approximately 14 inches in his neighborhood. He is building a 
replica western town in his backyard. His inspiration was a float he saw from 
last year’s Christmas parade in Show Low. This replica of a western church 
is his wife’s “she shed” where she can do her crafts. See Page 2 for the 
snow totals for the White Mountains.

BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

APACHE COUNTY — 
Salt River Project will shut 
down the  Coronado Gen-
erating Station sometime 
between 2024 and 2034, 
costing the region another 
200 jobs as a result of the 
the accelerating shift away 
from coal.

Navajo and Apache 
county officials are already 
bracing for the impact, 
which comes on top of 
the closure of the Navajo 
Generating Station and 
Peabody’s Kayenta Coal 
Mine this year and the 
projected closure of the 

Cholla coal-fired generat-
ing plant in the next four to 
six years. 

Before the closures be-
gan, the coal industry and 
its spinoffs provided up 
to 4 percent of the jobs in 
Navajo County and 8 per-
cent of the jobs in Apache 
County.

But the combination of 
required investments in 
pollution controls and the 
plunging cost of solar, nat-
ural gas and wind power 
will likely force the closure 
of  773-megawatt (MW) 
coal-fired plant near St. 
Johns in the next decade. 
SRP will also likely stop 
buying power from a coal-
fired plant in Springerville, 
but hasn’t figured out the 
time frame of that closure 
yet, said SRP spokesman 
Scott Harleson.

Coronado brings the 
coal it burns from Wyo-
ming by train, so a closure 

will not affect mining jobs 
in Arizona.

Harleson said the 
public utility serving 1 
million customers in the 
Valley will replace the 
lost coal-fired electricity 
mostly with natural gas 
and solar installations. 
SRP remains one of the 
fastest growing electrical 
utilities in the country, 
with a 2.3 percent annual 
compound growth rate, 
which compares a nation-
al growth in power of 0.7 
percent, according to a 
forecast presented at the 
last SRP board meeting.

The utility company 
could close one of the two 
units at Coronado as early 
as 2024, depending on 
whether the board decides 
to invest another $50 to 
$60 million in pollution 

Expects to shut down 
between 2024 and 2035
Economy will 
take a hit, but 

health & climate 
will benefit

CORONADO GENERATING STATION

BY BArBArA Bruce
The Independent

TAYLOR — It has been 14 months 
since Town Manager Gus Lundberg told 
the Taylor councilors they had been of-
fered “an opportunity to purchase approx-
imately 147 acres from Hatch Develop-
ment in the Taylor Business Park,” located 

near Pinedale Road and Airport Loop, for 
$750,000.

The council approved a purchase 
agreement and Parcel A was purchased for 
$290,000. With 2019 coming to a close, 
there is still no closure on Parcel B.

At the December 2018 council meeting 
– over a year ago – a dark cloud was cast 
over the business park purchase. Former 
Taylor councilor Debi Bettis read a letter 
on behalf of “Concerned Taylor Residents, 
Property Owners and Tax Payers” at the 
call to the public – a letter she did not 

author and later asked to be disassociated 
with.

In that letter one of the key statements 
was, “On behalf of the taxpayers of the 
town, including many who are not even 
yet fully aware of what is happening … 
we urge/implore that the council cease any 
future progress or movement with respect 
to the purchase and/or acquisition of the 
business park, including consideration of 
a loan for it … until it can quickly and 
easily be made available to the public the 
exact reason(s) why (it) … has any merit 
at all. Failure to adhere to this request will 
leave the citizens no choice than to seek 
an injunction via whatever legal means 
available to accomplish the same.”

Several people questioned the necessity 
of the proposed business park purchase 
at a contentious January 2019 work study 
session held for the Taylor Business Park 
proposed purchase. Questions were raised 
about whether the town had a current ap-
praisal, and Richard Franco, the author of 
the letter Bettis read, asked more questions 
regarding the reason for the purchase at 
$5,000 per acre.

The Town of Taylor was later cited in 
May by the Attorney General’s Office for 
three open meeting law violations regard-
ing the work study session.

Though Lundberg said they disagreed 
with the AG’s ruling, the town agreed to 
open meeting law training which took 
place in June.

Now the ad-hoc group called Concerned 
Residents of the Town of Taylor have 
retained legal counsel and a letter was sent 
to mayor and council via email and U.S. 
Mail Nov. 7. Again, the group asked the 
town to not proceed with the purchase of 
Parcel B, stating:

“The entire process surrounding the 
Town’s acquisition of Parcel A and 
contracting to purchase Parcel B violated 
Arizona law and so the actions are null 
and void (A.R.S. 38-431.05). Demand is 
hereby made that the Town cease and de-
sist from proceeding with the purchase of 
Parcel B for $460,000 from Hatch Devel-
opment until the Town complies with the 
law by 1) holding a meaningful council 
workshop meeting that complies with the 
law; 2) conducting another Town Council 
vote on the issue after the workshop; 3) 

Business park still an issue 
with concerned residents

What’s Next?

Barbara Bruce./The Independent
Richard Franco, author of the letter 
read at the call to the public at the 
Dec. 2018 Taylor council meeting, 
reiterated some of the questions to the 
council in his letter. Given 30 seconds 
to comment, Franco was still standing 
and asking questions five minutes 
past his cutoff. Though Franco is not a 
resident of Taylor, he stated that he is 
a property owner. 

See CORONADO, 
Page 4

BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

NAVAJO & APACHE COUNTIES — 
White Mountain communities in Navajo 
and Apache counties continue to struggle 
with daunting health challenges, according 
to the state’s 2019 Health Asssesment.

Apache County residents have the lowest 
life expectancy in the state at 
74 years. That compares to 
the statewide average of 80 
and a national average of 79. 
Navajo County residents also 
die relatively young – at 76 
years old on the average.

So why do people in some 
places live longer than oth-
ers? Is it good genes? Good 
medical care? Or something 
else?

That’s the question the 
Arizona Health Department 
tries to answer every five 
years when it releases its 
community health assess-
ment, focused on the state 
of health in every one of the 
state’s 15 counties – includ-
ing Apache and Navajo.

The report delves into just 
about everything – prenatal care, childhood 
vaccinations, impact of high school gradua-
tion rates, drug use among teens, cancer death 
rates, suicide, violent crime, diabetes, public 
health services, health in retirement, access to 
doctors – you name it.

The latest assessment just came out, 
blending census data, youth surveys, disease 
incidents, vaccination rates and any other 
trackable statistic to compare the counties to 

the state and national averages.
The report comes to the conclusion that 

health remains a community affair, with 
things like high school graduation rates, pov-
erty, access to medical care and many other 
factors potentially under our control playing 
a leading role in who dies, who gets well and 
who lives a long and happy life.

Nationally, Arizona ranked 30th among the 
50 states when it comes to 
overall health. We’re doing 
best when it comes to cancer 
deaths, reducing preventable 
hospitalizations and lowering 
the smoking rate. We’re 
doing worst when it comes 
to high school graduation 
rates, air pollution impacts 
and violent crime.

Other challenges when 
comparing Arizona to oth-
er states include sexually 
transmitted disease, mental 
disorders, low rates of 
childhood immunization, 
children living in poverty, 
lack of medical insurance, 
drug deaths and fund-
ing for the public health 
system.

On the other hand, we’re 
looking better than the average Ameri-
can when it comes to obesity, excessive 
drinking, infant mortality, food poisoning, 
on the job deaths, physical inactivity, and 
disparities in health status based on race 
and age and income and other factors.

But that’s at the statewide level.
How are we doing in Apache and Nava-

jo counties?
We’ll try to answer that question in this 

series on the health assessment’s take on 
the state of our health in the White Moun-
tains and beyond.

Infant and maternal health
Today, let’s start at the beginning: De-

livering healthy babies.

State health assessment 
reveals troubling local trends

The state of our 
health: Infant and 
maternal health

See ASSESSMENT, Page 4

See BUSINESS PARK, Page 4


