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3-day forecast
Friday: 74/45. Slight 
chance of showers, 
otherwise sunny.
Saturday: 75/44. 
Sunny and mostly 
clear, light winds.
Sunday: 76/46. Partly cloudy, then 
mostly cloudy in the evening.
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Song sparrow
“While I’m here.” with contributor Barbara Da-
vis, see Outdoors Page B2.

BY Laura SingLeton
The Independent

PINEDALE – Two domestic horses were 
found dead off of Capps Ranch Road near Pi-
nedale, a small community west of Show Low. 

The horses are owned by a local resident and 
may have been on national forest land, but not 
in an area that is part of the Heber Wild Horse 
Territory. 

According to an October 1 news release issued 
by the Navajo County Sheriff’s Office (NCSO), 
the horses’ owner was notified of the deceased 
animals on Monday, Sept. 30, by another party 
who discovered them near the residential dirt 
road.

Deputies responded to the area the same day 
they received the call to investigate.

“The horses 
had wounds that 
appeared to be 
made by small 
caliber bullets 
present in the 
chest area,” 
according to 
NCSO. “The 
horses looked 
to have been 
deceased for 
several days 
(judging by) 
decomposition and scavenger presence.”

NCSO has requested assistance in the case 
from the Arizona Department of Agriculture 
Livestock Field Office. NCSO has also confirmed 
that necropsies were performed and projectiles 
removed from both carcasses.

“Deputies and Livestock are out today in the 
area conducting follow up on this case,” in-
forms the release, referring to Tuesday, Oct. 1.

The shooting comes in the wake of a num-
ber of shooting deaths in the past year of wild 
horses in the county. No arrests have been made 
in connection to those deaths.

The Independent reached out to Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests for comment, but 
did not receive a comment before press time.

Domestic horses 
discovered dead

NCSO seeks information

“The horses had 
wounds that appeared 
to be made by small 
caliber bullets present 
in the chest area.”

Randy Moffitt, Chief Deputy
Navajo County Sheriff’s Office

Dr. Allison Landy, 
(Pictured from left) 
NPC’s Faculty in Early 
Childhood Develop-
ment (Chair) with her 
daughter, Taylor Landy 
enjoy their time making 
bowls. For information 
and other photos of the 
Empty Bowls Make-a-
thon, see Page A15.

Corrine Ruiz
The Independent

2019 Empty Bowls make-a-thon Mom and daughter

BY Laura SingLeton
The Independent

LAKESIDE — Time 
is running out for the 
White Mountain Coalition 
Against Homelessness 
to find a new building to 
provide transitional hous-
ing, counseling and other 
support services to local 
people who find them-
selves between a rock and 
a hard place.

Approximately 17 
people, half of whom are 
children, reside at Moun-
tain Haven Inn in Pinetop 
according to Dave Sher-
man of the White Moun-

tain Coalition Against 
Homelessness and long-
time pastor and soldier in 
charge of the Salvation 
Army White Mountain 
Outpost.

The Coalition is made 
up of volunteers, church 
groups and Christian Com-
munity Outreach organi-
zation.

“We are not a homeless 
shelter; we are a transition-
al housing program,” says 
Sherman. “Our program is 
restrictive and we have ac-
countability at every stage 
for everyone who stays 
here. We screen people to 
make sure they will suc-

ceed in the program. We 
don’t want to set people up 
for failure.”

“The fire department 
gave us until December 1 
to be out of the hotel be-
cause there’s no sprinkler 
system,” says Sherman. 
“It’s the fire code and it’s 
because of the type of 
use.”

“We’ve done everything 
we were asked to do but 
the fire codes are on a 
national level so everyone 
has to follow them.”

Earlier this year the 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT

WM Coalition Against Homelessness faces deadline

Laura Singleton/The Independent
The property at 40 South 11th Street, formerly Jefferson Academy School, better 
meets the needs of the White Mountain Coalition Against Homelessness says 
Dave Sherman. The Coalition is working on obtaining funds to purchase and ren-
ovate the building for transitional housing before Dec. 1.

Bowl me 
over

BY trudy BaLcom
The Independent

FLAGSTAFF — The 
National Weather Service at 
Flagstaff released the 2019 
monsoon rainfall summary 
on Sept. 30, for 21 loca-
tions in northern Arizona, 
and every location but one 
showed significantly reduced 
monsoon precipitation.

The exception was Je-
rome, which received 100 
percent of normal monsoon 
rain.

The monsoon season, 
which officially end-
ed Sept. 30, blasted out 
on a windy note, as the 
low pressure system that 
brought record-setting 
snows to Montana and Ida-
ho gave northern Arizona 
wind gusts as high as 50 
mph instead of a final dose 
of much-needed rain.

The 21 sites selected for 
the summary are locations 
where the National Weath-
er Service has historical 
climate data, making 
comparisons to current data 
possible.

Rainfall data from the 
Show Low Airport indicat-
ed the driest monsoon on 
record for the city, dating 

back to 1984. Show Low 
received 50 percent of 
average annual monsoon 
rainfall — 3.83 inches; 
normal is 7.59 inches.

Although records for the 
city only date back 35 years, 
Show Low wasn’t alone. 
Fully half the reporting 

locations indicated that 
the season was in the top 5 
driest monsoons, including 
some where records date 
back as early as 1905, like 
Seligman. Seligman re-
ceived just 18 percent of the 
normal amount of precipi-
tation, making it the hardest 

hit reporting location.
Page Airport and Bright 

Angel Ranger Station in the 
Grand Canyon both reported 
the second driest monsoon. 
Walnut Canyon National 
Monument and Wupatki 
National Monument expe-
rienced their third driest 
monsoon. Payson’s monsoon 
rain was 62 percent of nor-
mal, down 2.89 inches.

St. Johns Airport received 
just 49 percent of average 
annual precipitation at 
2.93 inches. Tiny Teec Nos 
Pos, in far northeastern 
Apache County near the 
Four Corners, also had the 
driest monsoon on record 
with less than an inch 
of rain. Northern Nava-
jo and Apache counties 
have remained in drought 
conditions this year while 
other areas of the counties 
received above normal 
snow last winter, easing the 
drought. Winslow received 
44 percent of average pre-
cipitation, down 1.81 inches 
from normal.

Locations in higher 
elevations, such as Alpine, 
fared better but still did 

Driest monsoon on 
record for Show Low

Trudy Balcom/The Independent
A double rainbow graced a rainy sky on State Route 
260 in August. Monsoon precipitation was more con-
sistent this summer at higher elevations, but still below 
average.

See HOMELESS, 
Page A8

See HORSES, Page A8
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Page A8


