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GUEST COLUMNS

OPINION
 How to 
contact your 
legislators

     — Governor —

Gov. Doug Ducey
Executive Tower

1700 W. Washington 
Phoenix, AZ 85007

602-542-4331
602-542-1381 (fax)

 engage@az.gov or
azgovernor.gov/governor/

form/contact- 
governor-ducey

— District 6 —

Sen. Sylvia Allen
Senate 

1700 W. Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007

602-926.5409
602-417-3105 (fax) 

sallen@azleg.gov

Rep. Walt Blackman
House Wing

1700 W. Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007

602-926-3043
wblackman@azleg.gov

Rep. Bob Thorpe
House Wing

1700 W. Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007

602-926-5219
602-417-3223 (fax) 

bthorpe@azleg.gov

— District 7 —

Sen. Jamescita  
Peshlakai

Senate
1700 W. Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007

602-926-5160
jpeshlakai@azleg.gov

Rep. Myron Tsosie
House Wing

1700 W. Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007

602-926-3157
mtsosie@azleg.gov

Rep. Arlando Teller
House Wing

1700 W. Washington
Phoenix, AZ 85007

602-926-3069
ateller@azleg.gov 

 
— U.S. Senate —

Sen. Krysten Sinema
825 B&C Hart Senate

Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-4521

Email: contact@sinema. 
senate.gov

Sen. Martha McSally
B40D Dirksen Senate 

Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-2235
Email: contact@mcsally.

senate.gov 
  — Cong. Dist. 1 —

U.S. Rep. 
Tom O’Halleran

126 Cannon House
Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515
202-225-3361

202-225-3462 (fax)

Letters to the Editor

BY sTeve BesT
Apache Sitgreaves 
National Forests

Since October 2018 the Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forests (ASNFs) has experienced 
the tragic loss of 19 horses. We share the 
public’s sadness and concern and are com-
mitted to investigating these unfortunate inci-
dents in order to bring perpetrators to justice.

Any cruelty to animals on public lands is 
disheartening and has been a cause for alarm 
in the nearby communities of Heber-Over-
gaard. Rumors about possible suspects, gos-
sip about motives and general misinforma-
tion quickly spread throughout social media.

To clear the air, and to understand how the 
ASNFs responded to these senseless crimes, 
we feel it is essential to detail the investiga-
tive process that was followed.

When USDA Forest Service Law Enforce-
ment & Investigations (LEI) Officers were 
advised of these criminal incidents they 
responded to the scene, and when it was de-
termined that horses had died due to a cause 
other than natural causes, their investigative 
process began immediately. Each scene was 
thoroughly investigated, any witnesses were 
interviewed, evidence was collected and 
reports were generated and brought to the 
attention of the Assistant U.S. Attorney who 
represents the prosecution in federal court 
proceedings.

The investigations on the ASNFs were 
conducted with the expectation that they will 
be presented in federal court. It is import-
ant to note that Forest Service LEI Officers 

must adhere to policy and procedures of the 
Department of Justice for the handling and 
management of evidence, and in these inci-
dents, the collection of evidence was critical. 
Since LEI Officers are not trained necropsy 
experts, the ASNFs immediately deployed 
an equine team to conduct necropsies, and 

to perform post-mortem analysis and con-
firm the cause of death. Drones were also 
utilized to monitor the large area. Unfortu-
nately, some of these investigations involved 
carcasses that had been exposed to extreme 
weather conditions over extended periods, 
and items of evidentiary value were limited. 
The cause of death in these instances remains 
undetermined.

In response to the growing number of these 
incidents, patrols in and around the area were 
increased through partnerships with Arizona 
Game and Fish and the Navajo and Coconino 
sheriff’s offices. Lines of communications 
were opened between cooperators and pro-
cesses improved with internal partners. LEI 
Officers uphold Federal laws and regulations 
that protect natural resources, agency em-
ployees and the public. Their investigations 
are based on substantial evidence and factual 
information, not rumor or conjecture, and 
they strive to reach a burden of proof in each 
case for potential use in federal court. The 16 
U.S. Code § 1338 criminal provisions state 
“Any person who maliciously causes the 
death or harassment of any wild free-roaming 
horse or burro shall be subject to a fine of not 
more than $2,000, or imprisonment for not 
more than one year, or both.”

If the public encounters an injured or 
deceased horse, they are urged to contact the 
Black Mesa Ranger District at 928-535-7300 
to report it immediately. The public is asked 
to pass along all tips to the Navajo County 
Sheriff’s Office tip line at 1-800-78CRIME.

Steve Best is Supervisor of the Apache 
Sitgreaves National Forests.

ASNF responds to horse incidents

File photo
A yearling colt looks out across the 
landscape in the Heber Wild Horse 
Territory of the Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forests.

BY Jim TaTe

On behalf of my dad, Forrest Tate, I am tak-
ing it upon myself along with my brothers, Bob, 
Terry and Charlie, to express how sorry and 
embarrassed we are to learn of the tragic events 
leading up to the recent closing of our father’s 
car dealerships.

First and foremost, we are extremely sorry to 
all the employees (including myself) who lost 
their jobs.

For the past 40 years and back when my 
dad was at the helm of his business (which has 
been several years now since he stepped out), 
he prided himself on building from the ground 
up an honest, employee and customer-friendly 
workplace. And, “Tate’s Auto” who many of us 

have grown to know over all of these years, was 
exactly that.

To all of you who have supported the 
“Tate’s,” we sincerely thank you for all of your 
support and also deeply apologize for the hurt 
and anguish this is causing in and on your fam-
ilies. For the last several years the dealerships 
have been managed and operated with no Tate 
involved or in charge, regardless that the Tate 
name was on the store fronts. This would never 
have happened had our dad still been the leader.

Again, on behalf of the four of us Tate boys, 
and all of our families, we are embarrassed and 
sorry for the bad decisions and mismanagement 
made by those who were in control, which has 
caused the closure and end to Tate’s Auto that 
we all grew and loved.

Tate family offers apology

Spot on 
performances         

of Bye Bye Birdie

The Blue Ridge High Fine 
Arts performance of the classic 
teen musical “Bye Bye Birdie” 
was spot-on. 

The original 1960-1961 
Broadway production was 
a Tony Award-winning suc-
cess. So is this energetic, fast 

moving delight playing again 
Friday, May 10, at 7 p.m. and 
Saturday, May 11, at 1 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. at Blue Ridge High 
School. 

The junior and senior high 
student actors were supple-
mented by alumni for a perfect-
ly casted ensemble. Supported 
by a cast of 42 including five 
starring roles, this performance 
never has a dull moment. The 
energy is infectious and the 
zinger comedy lines crafted to 

reflect the ‘60s genre were well 
received by the audience. Hav-
ing been in several musicals 
during that exact decade, allow 
me to give special recognition 
to all five leads. 

My pick for best performanc-
es of the night were provided 
by Keala Bratsch as Rosie Al-
varez. Her well-choreographed 
duets as the secretary of Albert 
Peterson (Joe West) were 
Broadway-esque and her solo 
as the Latina, soon to be Mrs. 

Albert Peterson, was humor-
ous, energetic and an audience 
pleaser. 

Kudos to the period costumes 
and sets, lighting, sound and  
orchestra. Dr. Theresa Dick and 
Brian Bloomstrand can be most 
proud of this production. Ten 
stars.

Duane Krause
President, High Country 

Barbershop Chorus


