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GLOBE — Most of 
the Copper Canyon Fire, 
which has burned 2,652 
acres, was mostly quiet 
Sunday.

The fire 
closed US 
Highway 
60 between 
Globe and 
Show Low all 
weekend. US 60 remained 
closed Monday between 
mileposts 253 and 311 — 
near Globe to just west 
of Show Low — with no 
estimated time of reopen-
ing. The fire seriously 
damaged guardrails along 
that stretch of highway, 
and due to public safety 
concerns, ADOT (The 
Arizona Department of 
Transportation) decided to 
keep it closed for public 
safety.

A portion of the 
northeast corner remained 
active as the fire con-
sumed an island of brush 
within the fire’s perimeter 
Monday. Firefighters will 
continue to mop up and 

secure fire edges and en-
gines will continue to pa-
trol the perimeter scouring 
for flare ups or hot spots. 
Firefighters successfully 
tied the northeastern edge 
of the fire into the Griffin 
Fire burn scar on the Tonto 

National Forest.
The Copper Canyon 

Fire was ignited sometime 
during the afternoon of 
Friday, May 7, about three 
miles northeast of Globe. 
The fire was determined 
to be human-caused and 

was fueled by dry, hot and 
windy conditions, thus 
challenging suppression 
efforts. Investigation is 
currently underway as 
to the source of ignition. 
There are no evacuation 
orders at this time, how-

ever all residents should 
be on high alert and are 
urged to sign up with their 
county’s emergency man-
agement website for local 
emergency notifications.

Tuesday - May 11, 2021
$1.00 | NaVaJO aNd aPaCHe COuNTIes

3-DAY SALE – TUE., WED., THURS.

Offers Valid through May 13, 2021

199lb Jumbo Muffins
Selected varieties, 4 ctRed Seedless

Grapes 399Swift Memphis Style 
Pork Spareribs
Cook in the bag, first 2 please

BUY 1 GET 1
FREE!
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3-day forecast
Today: Sunny most-
ly clear at night; 
73/44. Wednesday: 
Sunny, light wind; 
76/44. Thursday: 
Sunny, winds at 22 mph; 80/47
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GREER — Escape the 

heat and join the fun at 
Sunrise Park Resort, start-
ing May 27, 2021. From 
zip lining to archery and 
scenic lift rides to downhill 
mountain biking, however 
you’re looking to spend 
your summer, Sunrise Park 
Resort has you covered. To 
kick off the season, Sunrise 
has a weekend jam packed 
with activities for the whole 
family.

ADMISSION DIS-
COUNTS: Early bird gets 
the worm! The first person 
in line each day between 
May 27-30 will receive (1) 
one-day Explorers Pass. 
Additionally, the next 20 
people in line will receive a 
50% discount on admission 
tickets.

PRIZES: Sunrise Park 
Resort will be raffling off 
door prizes every hour 
throughout the entire 
opening weekend (May 
27-30, 2021), with a grand 
prize raffle at the end of 
each day. But that’s not it 
— there will also be prizes 
hidden throughout the 
resort, so keep your eyes 
peeled throughout your 
visit.

LIVE MUSIC: Dust off 
your dancing shoes. Visi-
tors can expect live music 
every day throughout the 

Sunrise 
Park 

Resort 
opening for 

summer 
activities

BY BaRBaRa BRuCe
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PINETOP-LAKESIDE — It 
was like a big family reunion at 
Mountain Meadows Recreation 
Center on Saturday, May 8, for the 
2021 White Mountain Chili Cook-
Off. With two seatings of 150 peo-
ple each, at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., in 
spite of the blustery winds, people 
were only blown away by the taste 
of the chili and the cobbler entries.

Though the event was free, it 
was essentially a sell out in that 
there were no more reservations 
available on Thursday evening 
when Community Services Man-

ger Tony Alba addressed the town 
council. If someone cancelled, 
they were asked to notify the town 
so they could post availability for 
someone else to get that ticket. 
The cancelled reservation was 
then posted on the website where 
someone could capture that ticket.

In order to keep the event 
COVID-19-safe, walk ups were 
not allow so the town could man-
age the count. Participants were 
also required to wear masks until 
they were seated at their table.

In addition to the chili and 
cobbler teams, the event featured 
food vendors, a beer garden and 

wine tasting, a chainsaw carving 
demonstration by Trent Penrod of 
Burly Bear and live music by Blue 
Tattoo.

Eight chili teams competed 
along with two cobbler teams and 
the public voted for the winners.

The winners for best chili 
were: First place – Pinetop Lakes 
Country Club which included 
team members Greg Hathaway, 
Dorothy Doctor and John Kensho; 
Second place – Don’s ‘Hot Damn’ 
Chili by Don Coleman and Third 
Place, Hot Cookin’ Mamas whose 
team consisted of Ann Alba and 
Jacqueline Chevalier.

Best cobbler went to Pinetop 
Lakes Country Club and Best 
Decorations went to Wine Moun-
tains.

Penrod carved two chef bears 
for winners’ trophies. The first 
was presented to Pinetop Lakes 
Country Club and the second, be-
cause there was no bear last year, 
went to Vincenzo D’Angona of 
The Crockery Cafe and Infusery 
who was the 2020 winner. Now, 
both can boast they are top chef 
bears.

Reach the reporter at bbruce@
wmicentral.com

PTLS chili cook-off winner gets to be top bear

BY BaRBaRa BRuCe
Staff Writer

WHITERIVER — This week 
the White Mountain Apache 
(WMA) Police Department is 
joining the nation in celebrating 
National Police Week May 9 – 
15. The week will be filled with 
a lot of festivities ranging from 
school presentations to walks, 
runs, and a heated, but fun, bas-
ketball tournament among those 
who serve in law enforcement, 
security and emergency response.

President John F. Kennedy 
proclaimed May 15 as National 
Peace Officers Memorial Day in 
1962, and in a joint resolution 
Congress established National 
Police Week to recognize law 
enforcement officers who lost 
their lives protecting others in the 
line of duty.

Two of the Whiteriver runs 
this week will be in remembrance 
of WMA police officers Tenny 
Gatewood, Jr., (Badge P-22) 
and Officer David Kellywood 
(P-204).

Gatewood, 38, a nine year 
veteran of WMAPD, was the 
first WMA police officer killed 
in the line of duty on Dec. 9, 
1999. According to lawmemorial.
org, Gatewood was responding 
to a burglary call and stopped a 
vehicle he believed the suspects 
were in. A struggle ensued and 
the suspects, a father and son, 
shot Gatewood in the head before 

fleeing into the woods. Gatewood 
died. They were later captured 
and arrested. Gatewood was 
married and the father of four 
children.

Kellywood, 26, who had been 
with WMAPD only nine months, 
responded to a report of shots 
being fired near Hon-Dah Casino 
in Pinetop around 1 a.m. on Feb. 
17, 2020. First on the scene, he 
was attacked by the subject in 
question, and in the struggle was 
shot and killed. A subsequent offi-
cer arrived on the scene and shot 
and killed the subject. Kellywood 
had previously served with the 
Navajo County Sheriff’s Office. 
Kellywood is survived by his 
wife and two children.

WMA Tribal Chairwoman 
Gwendena Lee-Gatewood re-

minded everyone of the upcom-
ing festivities on her live Face-
book stream on Saturday, May 8. 
She complimented Chief Theo-
dore Shaw and his police force, 
rangers, dispatchers and Tribal 
forest rangers, acknowledging 
today’s pressures and scrutiny 
which everyone is under. She said 
there is a need for more officers 
and that the Tribe always advo-
cates for them and are currently 
trying to get them a new building.

National Police activities are 
suggested around the country 
but each police jurisdiction often 
personalizes their own.

Monday, May 10, the WMA 
police department was to have a 
live interview on Apache radio, 

WMAT celebrates police week

Courtesy photo
Leading the White Mountain Apache Police Department in their 
festivities for National Police Week, May 9 — 15, Chief Theodore 
“Ted” Shaw and his officers will be participating in a number of 
educational, safety-oriented and fun activities which focus on 
law enforcement.
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SHOW LOW — Police Chief 
Joe Shelley is headed to the 
lake and whatever else retired 
guys do nowadays.

Shelley is leaving law en-
forcement and is stepping into 
the civilian life with his wife 
Kara. After nearly seven and a 
half years as a respected leader 
in the Show Low Police Depart-
ment, May 14 will be the day he 
turns in his badge for good.

The year he started his career 
in law enforcement, the Nation-
al Institute of Justice published 
an article which stated that of-
ficers’ careers lasted an average 
of 26.4 years. Shelley beat that 
1987 statistic. His career has 
spanned an impressive 34 years.

Shelley began with the Mesa, 
Arizona police department and 
proceeded to work his way up 
to the rank of Commander of 
Criminal Investigations. Then 
the City of Show Low managed 
to entice him away from the 
hustle and bustle of the metro 
beat. It was an a huge adjust-
ment for the big city guy, but he 
quickly learned to slow down 
and was taught what the locals 
fondly call “mountain time.”

“I went down to the local 
barbershop during my two-
week visit while I was consid-

Shelley shifting gears
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Show Low Chief of Police 
Joe Shelley outside police 
headquarters.

AZ State Forestry 
The Copper Canyon Fire crosses US Highway 60 on Friday, just north of Globe. The highway was closed 
all weekend due to the fire.
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Gonna show ’em 
in Missouri
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Ex-Alchesay player 
signs with college


