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WHITE MOUNTAINS 
— Someone must have 
screwed up in Paradise.

That’s what you’re 
thinking: Someone made 
a tragic mistake.

That’s why 85 people 
died when a wildfire 
swept over the California 
community last year, 
consuming 19,000 build-
ings and wiping out the 
whole community.

They must have been 
living in a thicket of 
trees, without buffer 
zones or a fire-adapted 
building codes. They 
must have failed to 
set up an emergency 
evacuation and alert plan 
to give people time to 
escape the flames. They 
must have not taken the 
risk of fire seriously.

Not like us. We’re 
ready.

No. We’re not.
Almost every single 

forested community in 
the White Mountains 
and Rim Country faces a 
much greater fire danger 
and higher risk of mass 
casualties than Paradise, 
California, before the 
Camp Fire demonstrated 
how tragically unpre-
pared they were for the 
holocaust.

That conclusion 
emerges from a land-
mark study “Ahead of 
the Fire,” by the Arizo-

na Republic and other 
USA Today newspapers, 
which rated the fire dan-
ger facing 5,000 western 
communities. Some 525 
face a greater danger 
than Paradise – includ-
ing almost every major 
community in the White 
Mountains.

The project compared 
5,000 communities to 
Paradise when it came 
to the key ingredients 
of that tragedy. The 
study found the death 
toll was directly related 
to the number of older 
residents, the number of 
residents with disabil-

ities, the adequacy of 
evacuation routes and the 
number of mobile homes 
in the community.

Paradise had a risk 
rating of 3.8 on a 5-point 
scale.

In the White Moun-
tains, virtually every for-
ested community faces a 
danger much greater than 
Paradise. The communi-
ties in the pinyon-juniper 
chaparral zone gener-
ally faced a danger a 
bit lower than Paradise, 
including Snowflake and 
Taylor. The communities 
facing the greatest dan-
ger include Show Low 
(4.2), Pinetop/Lakeside 
(4.4), White Mountain 
Lake (4.0), Pinetop 
County Club (4.4), North 

Fork (4.7), Whiteriver 
(4.1), Fort Apache (4.0), 
Seven Mile (4.0), East 
Fork (4.1) and Vernon 
(4.2). Linden scored 3.9, 
the lowest of the forested 
communities.

In Rim Country, 
Payson scored 4.4.

That score simply 
measures the potential 
danger that a megafire 
will consume those 
communities. In ad-
dition, many of those 
communities also have a 
much higher risk of mass 
casualties than Paradise 
based on the number 
of elderly and disabled 
residents, the presence of 
mobile homes or a limit 
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3-day weather  forecast
Friday: 86/56.Mostly sunny and light 
winds.
Saturday: 82/56. 
Mostly sunny turning 
partly cloudy in the 
evening.
Sunday: 82/56. Mostly 
sunny turning partly 
cloudy in the evening.
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Ice cream disaster
Bethany De Alva and her sons Levi and Riley make the most of some chocolate ice cream at the 
annual White Mountain Sheriff’s Posse Barbeque held Aug. 10.

BY rt lynch
The Independent

HOLBROOK—The domestic violence case against 
prominent local chiropractor Kenly Ries has conclud-
ed. Ries pleaded guilty on to one count of attempted 
aggravated assault, a Class 5 felony, and one count 
of misdemeanor disorderly conduct on July 11 in the 
Navajo County Superior Court. He was sentenced on 
August 1.

On Oct. 31 of last year, Ries came home to his 
domestic partner and their four children after having 
been drinking. He was late and began arguing with the 
mother of his children. He throttled her by the neck 
and broke down a 
door and was subse-
quently arrested. A 
grand jury indicted 
him on seven alleged 
crimes including kid-
napping (restraining 
someone) two counts 
of aggravated assault, 
four misdemeanors 
including simple as-
sault and three counts 
of disorderly conduct. 
The law says that 
a person commits 
disorderly conduct if 
that person engages 
in “fighting, violent 
or serious disruptive 
behavior.”

In Arizona, a misdemeanor assault happens when 
someone inflicts minor injury on a person. However, 
if the assault includes “pressure on the throat or neck” 
which impedes a person’s breathing, it is a Class 4 
felony carrying a maximum sentence of 3.75 years 
in prison. In Ries’ case, although he pleaded guilty 
to attempted aggravated assault, a Class 5 felony; the 
plea agreement stipulated that the judge would not yet 
accept that guilty plea and would not enter a judgment 
of guilt.

Instead, if Ries completes three years of proba-
tion with mandatory counseling and other terms, that 
charge will be dismissed and there will be no record of 
a felony conviction.

On August 1, the courtroom of Judge Ralph Hatch 
was packed for the afternoon docket. It was noisy and 
hot. Ries appeared smartly dressed in a blue suit and 
waited for his case to be called with a couple presumed 
to be his parents. He appeared to expertly knead the 
back of the woman’s neck apparently to relieve her 
stress. The victim, stylishly dressed was also present 
with the victim’s advocate and the lead investigator 

Ries gets 
probation 

for domestic 
violence

Still has threat of felony record
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HOLBROOK — Arizo-
na Public Service officials 
this week at a meeting of 
the Navajo County Board of 
Supervisors unveiled plans to 
string a high-speed, high-ca-
pacity broadband fiber-optic 
cable on its transmission lines 
all the way from Phoenix to 
the Cholla Power Plant.

APS says it will string the 
trunk line on existing trans-
mission towers from Phoenix 
to Payson within the year and 
continue the line on up to 
Cholla within two years. The 
utility company is undertaking 
the project mostly to provide 
its own internet system for 
communications and control. 
But while they’re stringing 
line from one giant trans-
mission tower to the next by 
helicopter, they’ll put enough 
fiber atop those towers to 
serve the needs of the entire 
region.

In theory, the line will make 
possible reliable, high-speed 
internet to rival anything in 

the country. The line could 
not only prevent the frequent, 
sometimes dangerous outages 
caused by the existing, one-
line system, but open the 
door to an expansion of the 
internet-dependent economy 
expected to become increas-
ingly dominant.

County Supervisor Steve 
Williams said “this is a 
significant project for the 
region. I’m excited about the 
possibilities that will come 
for economic growth and the 
quality of life for businesses 
and people here, so I really 
appreciate APS for its partner-
ship on this. It’s a big deal.”

“We’ve done regional eco-
nomic studies,” said Navajo 
County Supervisors Board 
Chairman Dawnafe Whitesing-
er, “and they all talk about the 
need for broadband to be able 
to market to large businesses 
and organizations that already 
exist within the county, like 
schools and hospitals.”

County Manager Glenn 

White Mountains face greater fire 
risk than Paradise, California

Landmark study shows 
disturbing risk factors
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A jarring image of the town of Paradise after the devastating Camp Fire. The 
fire killed 85 people and devastated the town.
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Navajo County

FIRST IN A SERIES

See BROADBAND,    
Page A8

See RIES, Page A8

Did you know?
In Arizona, a misde-
meanor assault hap-
pens when someone 
inflicts minor injury on 
a person. However, if 
the assault includes 
“pressure on the 
throat or neck” which 
impedes a person’s 
breathing, it is a Class 
4 felony carrying a 
maximum sentence of 
3.75 years in prison. 

See RISK, Page A8


