
BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

HOLBROOK — The 
Navajo County supervisors 
celebrated a tearful chang-
ing of the guard Tuesday, 
Dec. 10, as judge Steve 
Williams handed his seat 
over to Show Low Mayor 
Daryl Seymore.

The board appointed 
Seymore to the seat after 
Gov. Doug Ducey appoint-
ed Williams to the Arizona 
Court of Appeals.

Seymore took the oath of 
office at the crowded board 
meeting, but the spotlight 
remained on Williams – 
who earned tearful praise 
from his fellow supervi-
sors.

Williams lauded Sey-
more as the best possible 
person to take his seat, 
given Seymore’s long 
experience in Show 
Low – the economic and 
population center of the 
District IV seat.

“Mayor Seymore is 
going to be fantastic in this 
position,” said Williams. 
“Few who have come to 
this board are as ready to 
hit the ground running.”

An insurance broker, 
Seymore has served 12 

years on the Show Low 
City Council, including 
seven years as mayor. 
He will fill Williams 
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3-day weather  forecast
Tuesday: 37/13.Sunny and mostly clear. Wind 
chill values as low as -3.
Wednesday: 47/22. Partly 
sunny, wind gusts as 
high as 20 mph. Turn-
ing partly cloudy in the 
evening
Thursday: 44/21. Sunny 
and mostly clear.
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GILA COUNTY – Gila 
County Sheriff’s Office 
(GCSO) and Tonto Rim 
Search and Rescue recov-
ered the body of a child on 
the north side of Roosevelt 
Lake that was confirmed to 
be 6-year old Willa Rawl-
ings, according to a press 
release issued by GCSO at 
approximately 4 p.m. on 

Friday, Dec. 13.
“Our condolences and 

prayers go to the Raw-
lings Family, who have 
lost three young children 
and I am grateful we were 
able to find Willa today,” 

wrote Gila County Sheriff 
J. Adam Shepherd in the 
second press release. “As 
this concludes this opera-
tion this event will have a 
lasting effect on all of us.”

Willa was found the 

same day the funeral 
was held for her and her 
brother, 5-year old Colby 
Rawlings.

Search and rescue teams 
from multiple agencies 
across the state and waves 
of volunteers had been 
searching for Willa since 
Nov. 29 when the family’s 
military-style truck was 
reported as stuck in the 
rising floodwaters of Tonto 
Creek during an attempt to 
cross at the Bar X Cross-
ing in Tonto Basin.

The bodies of Willa’s 

Judge Williams 
bids tearful 
farewell to 

Navajo County
Show Low Mayor Daryl Seymore 

sworn in as replacement
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Tuesday, Dec. 10, marked Navajo County Supervisor 
Steve Williams last day on the board as a result of 
his appointment to the Arizona Court of Appeals.

“ ... I look forward to 
serving the people 
of Arizona on the 
Arizona Court of 
Appeals. I hope I am 
more stoic than I am 
here today.”   

Steve Williams

BY Amber shePArd
Special to the Independent

SPRINGERVILLE — In 
Springerville, it’s hard to 
think of great Mexican food 
restaurants without thinking 
of Los Dos Molinos. The 
restaurant, started by Victoria 
Chavez and her family, had 
been a local fixture for over 
40 years. What began as the 
original location in the rural 
Arizona town of Springer-
ville for Chavez’s signature 
spicy recipes, Los Dos 
Molinos would later inspire 
the start of multiple family 
restaurants of the same name 
and her food would even be 

featured on Food Network. 
And it all started out with 
one woman’s dream of shar-
ing her food with the world.

The first Los Dos Molinos 
started as a tiny A-frame 
building built by Victoria 
Chavez’s husband, Eddie, 
near Gutierrez street in 
Springerville. They were 
open during the summers and 
weekends and the building 
was so small, it could only 
fit six tables. But Victoria 
Chavez’s cooking was so 
good, the popularity of her 
New Mexican styled dishes 
would inspire the family to 
expand into Phoenix, and 
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From left: Duane Krause (Air Force), Tony Moreland (Coast Guard and Merchant Marines), Dan Sorenson — 
(Marines), Richard Thompson (Navy), Terry Hill (Army) and Donna Holloway (POW/MIA who is not pictured 
but is present). Veterans prepare to place wreaths in honor of each branch of the military during Saturday’s 
Wreaths Across America ceremony at the Show Low Veterans Memorial.

At right: Following the opening Wreaths Across Amer-
ica ceremony held Dec. 14, at the Pinetop-Lakeside 
Veteran’s Memorial members of VFW Post 2364, along 
with community volunteers, placed holiday wreaths on 
the graves of veterans at local cemeteries. According to 
former VFW post commander John M. Beeler, the 342 
wreaths they received were laid on veteran’s graves 
at the following cemeteries: Pinetop — 34; Lakeside 
— 193; Vernon — 63; Ft. Apache — 45 and 7 wreaths 
for the AZ Pinetop-Lakeside Veteran’s Memorial. 
Heber-Overgaard also received wreaths for veterans 
in their local cemetery. Wreaths Across America is a 
non profit organization that works to place memorial 
wreaths on the graves of U.S. Veterans in national cem-
eteries, worldwide and with Walmart’s help. Walmart is 
a longtime sponsor and the largest corporate sponsor 
of National Wreath Laying Day. This year, the Walmart 
transportation team donated 20 tractor trailers to trans-
port more than 120,000 wreaths to national cemeteries 
in 14 states and D.C. 
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Santa visit
Santa rolls into town for the annual Christmas Light 
Parade themed “Christmas Lights” on Saturday 
in St. Johns. After the parade, the community was 
invited to the City Hall Heritage Park for hot choco-
late, cookies and Santa. See additional photos of the 
parade in Friday’s Independent.

Santa’s White 
Mountain 

Adventure opens at 
Pinetop-Lakeside 

Town Hall
see Page 3

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 

Remember, honor, never forget our veterans

Victoria Chavez’s Mexican 
restaurant sorely missed

Los Dos Molinos was local 
fixture for over 40 years

This photo from Facebook is Chef Victoria Chavez 
at one of her well-known restaurants.

Peace for the Rawlings family
Willa recovered 

by GCSO 
last Friday
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