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3-day forecast
Tuesday: 66/39. 
Sunny, light winds 
with 20% chance of 
showers after 11 p.m.
Wednesday: 62/38. 
A 50% chance of showers and 
thunderstorms, partly sunny.
Thursday: 61/34. A 10% chance 
of showers, otherwise clear.
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INSIDE TODAY: 

Wiley Acheson/The Independent
Hawley Lake at sunset offers some compensation for the fall colors that have now 
abandoned the forest.

he still of the night

BY Trudy Balcom
The Independent

Governor Doug Ducey’s 
office announced Friday 
that Navajo County District 
IV Supervisor Steve Wil-
liams has been appointed 

to the 
Arizona 
Court of 
Appeals 
Division 
1.

A un-
expected 
vacancy 
occurred 
on the 

court this 
past summer following 
the death of Judge Jon W. 
Thompson. The vacancy on 
the court is required to be 
filled by a judge from one 
of eight rural counties in 
Arizona, including Navajo.

In addition to serving on 
the Navajo County Board 
of Supervisors representing 
District IV, Williams is 
also a a judge pro-tem in 
Apache County, where he 
presides over civil, family, 
probate, guardianship and 
mental health cases.

He began his legal career 
at the Maricopa County At-
torney’s office in 2005, and 
also practiced law privately.

Judge Williams attended 
the U.S. Naval Academy 
Preparatory School, while 
serving active duty in the 
Naval Reserves, before be-
ing honorably discharged. 
Judge Williams graduated 
cum laude from Arizona 
State University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Jus-
tice Studies, and a Minor 
in Communications, and 
was a member of the men’s 
wrestling team. He then ob-
tained his law degree from 
the Arizona State Universi-
ty College of Law.

Williams underwent a 
long and rigorous ap-
plication process that is 
conducted by the Arizona 
Commission on Appellate 
Court Appointments, a 
commission that includes 
10 citizens, five attor-
neys and a state supreme 
court justice. The process 
includes numerous inter-
views, including interviews 

BY laura SingleTon
The Independent

CONCHO — In a phone 
conversation with the 
Independent last week, 
Sergeant Dayson Merrell of 
the Apache County Sheriff’s 
Office confirmed that Denise 
Caroline Blackwood, 45, 
of Concho, was arrested on 
Monday, Oct. 21 in relation 
to a number of deceased dogs 
found in a storage container 
on a property she had been 
renting near Concho.

More than seven individu-
al parties, some area resi-
dents, contacted the Indepen-
dent following Blackwood’s 
arrest because they say this 
isn’t an isolated incident. 

Most of the callers insisted 
on remaining anonymous for 
fear of retaliation.

Their accounts and con-
cerns are similar in nature 
and detail. They claim she 
kept multiple animals, most-
ly dogs, that were left with-
out food, water or shelter on 

numerous 
occasions.

When 
neighbors 
noticed 
the dogs 
at Black-
wood’s 
place had 
stopped 
barking, 
they went 

to the property to investi-
gate. The smell of death met 
them at Blackwood’s rented 
home on a county road off of 
Apache County Road 5020. 
Blackwood may not have 
been living at the property 
full-time.

There they found “two 
Connex storage containers 

with five dead dogs and a 
myriad of other animals in 
various stages of decompo-
sition,” according to Dan La 
Grange and Dennis McTigh. 
“Some animals were also 
outside the container in 
pens, cages and some in the 
corrals.”

Every animal at the home 
was dead, except for an ema-
ciated goat that had no water.

The Independent contacted 
ACSO in an effort to obtain 
copies of the Sheriff’s report 
for the October 21 incident 
and was informed by that the 
report was not yet completed 
but “additional information” 
would be available last week. 
As of Monday morning, the 
Independent had not received 
any further information.

Now, more than two 
weeks since the dead animals 
were discovered, it appears 
there is still no report, nor are 
there any charges of animal 

BY amBer Shepard
Special to the Independent

ST JOHNS — On Nov. 
2, the St. Johns Police De-
partment arrested 54-year 
old Dave Allen LaPorte 
for first degree murder in 
connection to the death 
of his wife Tessy Lou La 
Porte, after he was released 
from the Valleywise Health 
Medical Center.

LaPorte was booked into 
the Maricopa County Sher-
iff’s Office Fourth Avenue 
Jail where he is currently 
being held while awaiting 
extradition back to Apache 
County later this week. He 
is being held on a $2 mil-

lion dollar cash-only bond.
The arrest occurred after 

St. Johns Police responded 
to the 800 block of West 
2nd Place North in refer-

ence to a missing person 
report on Wednesday, Oct. 
30, at approximately 1 p.m. 
When officers arrived on 
scene, they quickly de-
duced that something about 
the man’s report seemed 
off when his statements 

did not add up. Evidence 
within the home further 
confirmed their suspicions.

As a result of question-
ing, LaPorte barricaded 

himself within the home.
The White Mountain 

Special Response Team, 
which is comprised of law 
enforcement departments 
from all over Apache and 
Navajo counties, as well as 
the White Mountain Homi-

cide Task Force were then 
activated to assist St. Johns 
Police Department with the 
situation. Officers Jaylen 
Richardson and Ty Blank 
remained on scene and 
worked to negotiate with 
the suspect. After several 
hours, they succeeded in 
getting him to surrender.

“Had they not done 
what they did, I think it 
may have had a different 
outcome,” St. Johns Police 
Chief, Lance Spivey, said. 
LaPorte was treated on-
scene by St. Johns EMS 
and the Special Response 
Team medic for lacerations 
to his neck and arms, and 
that “tremendous amount 

of first aid probably con-
tributed to him living,” 
Spivey said.

Based upon infor-
mation provided by the 
suspect, the body of Tessy 
Lou LaPorte, 49, was 

Man arrested in connection 
with death of his wife

Facebook profile photo
Dave LaPorteWilliams 

named to 
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Court of 
Appeals
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BY Karen WarnicK
Special to the Independent

PINETOP-LAKESIDE — For 32 years, Ed Col-
lins has served the White Mountains as the District 
Ranger of the Lakeside District on the Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests. His district is the 
smallest of the five districts at 265,000 acres, but 
it has the most private land intermixed within the 
district which runs from Clay Springs to Vernon.

Collins has accomplished a lot in those years and 
though he could have retired in 2004, he stayed an-
other 15 years to make sure his “home” was taken 
care of. The Rodeo-Chediski Fire in 2002 was the 
reason he wanted to stay.

“I wanted to make sure it wouldn’t happen 
again,” he said during an interview in early Octo-
ber, a week after he officially retired.

His 48-year career with the Forest Service started 
in 1968 on a hotshot crew in southern California. 
He had three temporary jobs between 1968-70 and 

finally started full-time in 1972 on the Coconino 
National Forest. During that time he graduated from 
Northern Arizona University with a degree in Forest 
Land Management. He came to Apache-Sitgreaves 
in 1987.

“It’s unusual for a ranger to stay so long in one 
district,” said Apache-Sitgreaves Forest Supervisor 
Steve Best at Collins’ retirement party held October 
26 at the Pinetop Fire Department. “Ed’s big thing 
is the community and his knowledge of it and the 
lasting relationships he’s made. He’s going to be 
hard to replace.”

Everyone interviewed for this article said the 
same thing about his commitment to the commu-
nities and people he served. Nick Lund, former 
president of the TRACKS organization for 11 years 
said he worked with Ed “hand and glove. He had 
knowledge to impart and to get anything done we 
went through him. He was very patient.”

Asked about his time on the Lakeside District 
and what he accomplished, Collins provided a long 
list. First was the construction and management of 
the Fool Hollow Lake recreation area which started 
in 1991 and was completed and opened in 1994.

“It was unique as we had one federal agency (the 

“Had they not done what they did, I think it 
may have had a different outcome.” 

Lance Spivey
St. Johns police chief

Lakeside 
District Ranger 

Ed Collins retires

Photo by Karen Warnick/
The retirement party for Lakeside Ranger Ed 
Collins, who retired after 48 years with the 
Forest Service, was held Oct. 26, at the Pin-
etop Fire Station. From left: Ed Collins, Steve 
Best, Apache-Sitgreaves Forest Supervisor 
and former Show Low Mayor Gene Kelley.

After 48 years of service

ACSO confirms previous 
arrests of Blackwood for 

animal cruelty
Dead dogs in 

Connex containers 
allegedly found 
at a home she 

rented

Blackwood
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