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3-day forecast
Today 45/34: Show-
ers likely. Mostly 
cloudy.
Wednesday: 46/28. 
A slight chance of 
snow showers otherwise sunny.
Thursday: 46/25. Sunny turning 
partly cloudy in the evening.
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Dischii’bikoh girls take runner-up trophy
The Dischii’bikoh Junior High School girls basketball team won runner-up at the Central Junior High League 
Tournament in San Carlos Saturday, Jan. 18. The championship trophy went to Globe Junior High School. 
Pictured from left are Klohe Early, Erin Wallen, Ashante James, Bernice Paxson, Cadence Hooke, Shaelyn 
Williams and Miss WMAT Princess Kaphiry Cosay.

BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

NAVAJO COUNTY — Navajo County will re-
ceive nearly $200,000 in state and federal grants to 
help cope with two of its biggest problems — drug 
abuse and sexual assault.

One $127,000 grant from the state and federal 
government will help fund the Navajo County Sher-
iff’s Department drug and major crimes task force. 
The money helps the sheriff’s office coordinate 
with other agencies and hire deputies and investiga-
tors to crack down on 
drug smuggling rings.

In the past several 
years, the unit has seen 
a dramatic increase in 
seizures of meth, as 
a resurgence in that 
scourge outpaces the 
big increase in heroin 
and opiate smuggling 
and overdoses in the 
past decade.

The second grant 
totals just $51,000, 
which will provide 
money for counselors 
and investigators to 
help crime victims 
— especially persons 
who have suffered 
sexual assault. The 
money comes from 
the Arizona Gover-
nor’s STOP Grant 
(Services, Training, 
Officers, Prosecutors), 
with assistance from 
the Arizona Attorney 
General’s Office.

The state will pro-
vide $51,000, while 
Navajo County will 
provide $17,000 in 
matching funds.

The money will cover the salary, training and 
travel costs of the county’s Sexual Assault Re-
sponse Team, led by SART Coordinator James Pike. 
The team works with the victims of sexual assault, 
who are often traumatized first by the crime and 

Grants will 
help Navajo 
County deal 
with sexual 

assault
State, federal help focuses 

on drugs and underreported 
scourge of sexual violence

Just The 
Facts

Most cities in the 
state reported rapes 
in 2017, according to 
data collected by the 
FBI.  
That includes:
Pinetop/Lakeside: 
35 violent crimes 
including 1 rape.
Show Low: 60 vio-
lent crimes including 
6 rapes.
Snowflake-Taylor: 45 
violent crimes, but 
no reported rapes.
Springerville: 9 vio-
lent crimes, but no 
reported rapes.
St. Johns: 11 violent 
crimes, including 1 
rape.
Winslow: 67 violent 
crimes, including 2 
rapes.

BY rt lynch
The Independent

ST. JOHNS — Accused child molester and 
former daycare worker Marc Wheeler, 34, has been 
formally charged with two counts of sexual conduct 
with a minor and sexual assault and molestation of 
a child under 15 years of age. 
They are all Class 2 felonies. 
St. Johns Police reported the 
victim to be seven years old. 
Wheeler is presumed by law to 
be innocent.

Court records allege that 
Wheeler, described as a former 
day care worker, assaulted the 
child on or about June 23, 2019 
in a bedroom at the family’s 
residence. It is not yet known 
whether Wheeler was on the job at the time, or if he 
lived there. In July, the victim’s mother reported to the 
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Sanctity of life march
On Sunday, Jan. 19, three days before the 47th anniversary of Roe v Wade, dozens of 
St. Johns residents joined together for a March for Life. The residents walked one mile 
from the New Covenant Church next to the Post Office to the St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church. Afterwards, participants listened to two “survivors of the abortion culture,” Susan 
and Laura Redinger, and joined in prayer together. Participants in this year’s march were 
representative of all the different churches in the area.

BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

APACHE COUNTY — 
The Apache County Board of 
Supervisors will funnel some 
$225,000 in federal grant 
money into two key projects 
in the unincorporated com-
munity of Concho, including 
a new well and a community 
center.

Any leftover money will 
help the Springerville Fire 
Department buy air packs 
so firefighters can work 
in smoke-filled buildings, 
according to the priority 
listing approved by the board 
of supervisors earlier this 
month.

That apparently leaves the 
Round Valley Boys and Girls 

Clubs out in the cold, with-
out enough leftover federal 
Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
to cover the $153,000 re-
quest for an upgraded kitch-
en for use by the after-school 
organizations.

The county’s top priority 
for the federal grant is the 
new Concho Community 
Center, which needs $60,000 
to finish work on a modular 
building, including handi-
capped accessible restrooms, 
workspace and walkways.

Community members have 
already raised the money to 
turn a modular building sal-
vaged from a ski resort into 
a community center, relying 
heavily on donations and 
volunteer work. The center 

will serve the roughly 240 
residents of Concho, where 
about 60 percent of residents 
qualify as low and moderate 
income under the federal 
guidelines.

Backers took advantage 
of a donation by the Mellon 
family to pay for the modular 
building.

The federal grant should 
also stretch to cover a 
$125,000 well at the Lion’s 
Club Park in Concho Valley, 
providing enough water to 
keep grass for a playing field 
growing as well as provide 
water for county road oper-
ations and fire department 
water-tender trucks.

BY lAurA singleton
The Independent

PHOENIX — Se-
lected from thousands 
of entries nationwide, 
Snowflake Junior High 
School and Blue Ridge 
Junior High School have 
been named the only 
two Arizona winners in 
the Samsung Solve for 
Tomorrow Contest.

The national contest 
encourages teachers 
and students to solve 
real-world problems 
in their community 
using classroom skills 
in science, technology, 
engineering and math 
(STEM).

Of the 20 finalists 
across the country, 
only Blue Ridge and 
Snowflake were from 
Arizona. In November, 
they were among six 
classrooms selected as 
Arizona State Finalists.

These two schools are 
among the nation’s 100 
State Winners (at least 
one school from all 50 
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