
State 
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Champs!

Mogollon Mustangs 
give team high-fives 
after winning against 
Bagdad and taking the 
state championship.
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3-day weather  forecast
Friday: 59/35. A 20 percent chance of showers 
before noon otherwise 
mostly sunny, breezy.
Saturday: 63/40. Sunny 
and windy, gusts as high 
as 24 mph.
Sunday: 65/41. Partly 
sunny, breezy and mostly 
cloudy in the evening.

Training promotes …
Safe interactions between 

police, special-needs
individuals

see Page A2

Featured: Covered 
in Sun band 
see Page A4
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SPORTS: Lobo girls win 2nd straight track, field state title see Page B1

BY Peter Aleshire
Staff editor

Converting a coal-burn-
ing power plant to biomass 
could produced 84 mega-
watts of electricity annual-
ly by 2022 – likely saving 
a faltering effort to thin a 
million acres of forest in 
the next 20 years, accord-
ing to a just-completed 
study by Arizona Public 
Service.

The massive utility said 
if the Arizona Corpora-
tion Commission gives 
the go-ahead and requires 
utilities to buy at least 90 
megawatts of biomass 
power annually, it could 
start on getting permits for 
the conversion from coal 
to biomass at Unit 1 at 
the Cholla Power Plant in 
Joseph City immediately.

Cholla’s Unit 1 could 
begin generating electric-
ity from biomass as early 
as 2022, according to the 
study.

Federal clean air reg-
ulations have forced the 
scheduled closure of the 
four coal-burning units at 
Cholla, built in 1962. One 
unit shut down in 2015. 

The other three are slated 
to shut down before 2025. 
If the Corporation Com-
mission approves, APS 
would convert the 116-
MW, coal-burning Unit 1 
into an 84-MW biomass 
plant.

Converting the plant 
would take far less time 
than building a new bio-
mass plant from scratch, 
the APS report concluded. 
APS already has permits 
for groundwater wells 
needed to operate the plant. 
It will therefore take only 
about 32 months to get the 
necessary added permits 
and overhaul the plant, 
according to an estimate by 
the consultants.

The plant would have 
some advantages in the 
complicated APS power 
generation system, since 
its output can be increased 
or decreased as need 
arises. Some sources can’t 
respond quickly to peak 
demand.

Local officials who have 
spent the last decade sup-
porting the 4-Forests Res-
toration Initiative (4FRI) 

APS: We can 
convert Cholla 
unit to biomass

But feasibility depends
on several factors
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APACHE COUNTY — 
After a years-long delay, 
Gabriel Ross Jaramillo’s 
murder trial is underway in 
the Apache County Supe-
rior Court. Jaramillo was 
arrested by Gila County au-
thorities for the 
alleged murder 
of Steven Long, 
a co-worker 
from Round 
Valley. The 
body was found 
near Big Lake 
Aug. 24, 2012. 
Because of 
charges brought 
by Gila Coun-
ty (explained 
below) the 
Apache County Attorney’s 
Office waited until 2018 to 
charge Jaramillo with first 
degree murder, burglary, 
theft of a vehicle, conceal-
ing a corpse and tampering 
with evidence.

About five days after the 
body was found in August, 
2012, Jaramillo was on the 
loose in Gila County where 
he had fled. When Gila 
County deputies tried to ar-
rest him, Jaramillo took off 
in a vehicle and allegedly 
fired gunshots at officers 
during a high speed chase 
near Tonto Basin. When 
he was finally taken into 
custody, he was charged in 
Gila County for his actions 
during the police chase. In 
April 2013, a Gila County 
jury acquitted him of three 
counts of attempted murder 
(allegedly firing at three 
deputies) but the jury found 
him guilty of aggravated 

assault and unlawful flight 
and he was sent to prison 
for five years. He was 
released from prison on 
August 24, 2018 and has 
been in the Apache County 
Jail ever since, awaiting his 
trial on the Apache County 
charges.

Jaramillo’s trial began 
last week in the 
Apache County 
Superior Court 
with jury selec-
tion.

On Wednes-
day, the defen-
dant, 64, was 
smartly dressed 
in a dark blue 
suit and seat-
ed next to his 
attorney, Dirk 
LeGate. At the 

prosecutor’s table (the one 
next to the jury box) sat 
prosecutors Garrett Whit-
ing and a Ms. Robertson. 
Also seated there, in a spot 
usually reserved for the 
lead investigating officer, 
sat Eagar Police Chief 
Mike Sweetser.

Superior Court Judge 
Michael Latham is presid-
ing over the trial. The jury 
in this case consists of nine 
men and six women. Only 
twelve jurors will reach a 
verdict; the other three are 
alternate jurors who are 
available if one of the other 
jurors is absent because of 
illness or other unforeseen 
events. The three alternate 
jurors will be selected by 
lot at the beginning of their 
deliberations; the alternates 
will not take part in the 

Jaramillo trial 
underway for 
2012 murder

Jaramillo

BY trudy BAlcom
The Independent

On Wednesday, the 
cars that remained on the 
lot at Tate’s Auto in Show 
Low were loaded up onto 
semi-trailers and taken 
away.

It was another step in 
what has become a business 
closure fraught with diffi-
culty for former employees 
and some customers of the 
shuttered auto dealership.

Tate’s Auto Center Of 
Gallup, Inc. the corporation 
associated with three Tate’s 

automotive enterprises, filed 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
in March in the Tucson 
branch of the US Bank-
ruptcy Court, District of 
Arizona. The filing comes 
on the heels of a lawsuit by 
the Federal Trade Commis-
sion against a total of four 
Tate companies and general 
manager Richard Berry 
and his mother, Linda Tate, 
president. The suit was filed 
in U.S. District Court in Ar-
izona in August of last year, 
alleging that the defendants 
took part in “a range of 
illegal activities including 
falsifying consumer’s 
income and downpayment 
information on vehicle 
financing applications and 
misrepresenting important 
financial terms in vehicle 
advertisements,” according 
to an FTC press release.

Tate’s has also been 
involved in high-stakes lit-
igation in a federal court in 
Texas with a consumer lend-
ing company that Berry said 
was pressuring him to write 

as many sub-prime auto 
loans as possible, but then 
abruptly stopped its lending, 
leaving Tate’s with car lots 
filled with hundreds of vehi-
cles it couldn’t sell because 
it couldn’t get financing for 
its customers. (Sub-prime 
loans are extended to people 
with poor or no credit histo-
ry who are deemed at high 
risk of default.)

Tucson chief bankrupt-
cy court judge Brenda 

M. Whinery ordered the 
dealerships abruptly closed 
on April 25 as part of the 
bankruptcy proceeding. 
Tate’s Auto had dealerships 
in Holbrook, Winslow, 
Gallup and Show Low.

With the sudden closure, 
100 people lost their jobs 
and customers were left 
to wonder about the title 
and licensing of recently 
purchased vehicles, or 
awaiting liens to be cleared 
for cars traded in, among 
other things.

“It’s bad enough jobs 
were lost, some employees 
may have to move to find 
work but can’t because 
they need their final pay-
check to do that,” said a 
former employee in an an 
email to the Independent. 
“The judge did not think 
through the unintended 
consequences, in my opin-
ion,” said former co-owner 
and general manager 
Rick Berry in a telephone 
interview on Wednesday. 
“The truth is, it has been 

pulled completely out of 
our control,” he added.

Berry said that all of the 
assets of the company were 
frozen with the April 25 
order, making it difficult 
to complete the tasks the 
company found necessary 
for the shutdown of the 
business in an orderly 
manner.

That left many people in 
limbo.

Paperwork and payment 

of state tax and registration 
fees on cars purchased in 
the days before the closure 
was left unprocessed, 
meaning customers may 
not be able to drive the cars 
they just purchased.

Customer’s cars that were 
in service bays under repair 
were locked up unfinished, 
sometimes leaving custom-
ers without transportation, 
unable to access their 
vehicles, Berry confirmed. 
He said he was unsure how 
many vehicles might still be 
held in service bays.

A report in the Navajo 
Times on May 9 said that 
the Navajo Human Rights 
Commission had received a 
number of calls from Tate’s 
customers who were unable 
to access their vehicles.

Berry said that a 
“handful” of former Tate’s 
employees had been work-
ing without pay since the 
closure trying to solve these 
problems. He said that the 
employees that continue 
to work are struggling 

financially and some have 
departed for other jobs.

“They’ve been coming 
in doing all the legwork. 
They are coming in under 
the impression they will be 
paid,” he explained.

Berry said that the issue 
is with Ford Motor Credit, 
the company that financed 
the dealership’s pur-
chase of new inventory. 
The sudden closure was 
ordered by the judge at 
the request of Ford Motor 
Credit, Berry said.

Berry said that in the 
weeks since the closure, his 

attorneys had been working 
on a deal with Ford Motor 
Credit in order to get 
employees paid for the 
work they have done since 
the dealership closed, but it 
was ultimately rejected. He 
said employees were paid 
for their time worked up 
until the closure.

Attorney’s for Tate’s 
have requested a hearing 
before the judge on the 
issue of employee pay and 
other problems caused by 
the sudden closure. That 
hearing has been scheduled 
for May 22.

“Unfortunately, Ford 
Motor Credit didn’t 
cooperate … it’s a slow 
process,” Berry comment-
ed in frustration.

Berry said that his 
attorneys are working on 
selling the former dealer-
ship’s properties, and that 
he felt confident that some 
deals would be closed 
within 30 days.

Reach the editor at  
tbalcom@wmicentral.com

Is the check in the mail?
Some former Tate’s employees 
have been working without pay

Tammy Englet//The Independent
Cars were removed Wednesday from the lot of Tate’s Auto in Show Low following a bankruptcy proceeding.
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Honoring Officer Gatewood
In honor of National Police Week, members of the Whiteriver Police Department and other tribal officials and 
staff participated in a 21-mile walk/run relay on Wednesday in honor of Officer Tenny Gatewood Jr., who was 
killed in the line of duty in 1999. From the left: Tribal Councilman Arnold Beach, Tribal Vice Chairman Jerome 
Kasey III, Grant Realbird, Lt. Steven Kane carried the flag, Aaron James, and Noah Kane.
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