
BY Amber ShepArd
Special to the Independent

EAGAR — A tabled issue from November’s 
town council meeting reemerged for a vote at the 
Dec. 2 meeting regarding the request for rezoning 
in the Hillcrest subdivision of Eagar. The request 
was brought to the council by Chris Compton and 
six of his neighbors after the rezoning petition 
was denied due to a 2-2 tie vote in a Planning 
and Zoning meeting. The request, to rezone the 
subdivision from an R1-10 to an R1-10R, would 
have had the effect of barring “tiny homes” and 
manufactured homes from being installed onto lots 
in the neighborhood. Jeremiah Loyd, the Planning 
and Zoning administrator for the town of Eagar, 
made a short presentation on the issue prior to the 
council’s vote on the request.

“Of note, manufactured homes are either al-
ready installed or the lot owner plans on utilizing 
their lot for this purpose,” Loyd said, listing off 

five lot numbers 
from the Hill-
crest subdivision 
where the owners 
have expressed 
interest in placing 
a manufactured 
home currently 
or in the future. 
Within Hillcrest, 
there is already 
a manufactured 
home located 
at 193 North 
Hillcrest Drive, 
and it has been 
present in the 
neighborhood 
since at least 
2007 according to public sale records.

“The Hillcrest subdivision is located in an area 
that’s identified as ‘In-town’ in the General Plan,” 
Loyd said. “The highest densities in Eagar are 
found in areas that allow manufactured homes, as 
identified in the General Plan. Although manu-
factured home areas ‘constitute less than 4% of 
all homes, they are more than 30% of the housing 
stock, indicating that these uses are at substantially 
higher densities than single-family homes.’”

The Town of Eagar General Plan, which was 
adopted in 2014, provides an overall plan for the 
town’s growth and development and, in accor-
dance with state law, therefore guides all “land use 
and zoning decisions.” One of the objectives with-
in the plan is to “Encourage a range of residential 
land use densities and commercial intensities with-
in Eagar,” and a main objective to achieving this 
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3-day forecast
Today: 51/31. Mostly cloudy with 
light south winds.
Saturday: 54/37.
Mostly sunny, gusty 
winds, 20% chance 
of showers in the evening.
Sunday: 47/29. Showers likely, 
mostly cloudy. Chance of pre-
cipitation is 60%.
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December 7, 2019, marks the 78th an-
niversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
This was a pivotal day in world history, 
ultimately leading the United States to 
enter the Second World War.

Prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Japan participated in a series of invasions 
into China, believing the only way to solve 
its economic and demographic problems 
was to expand into China and take over its 
import market. This attitude helped create 
rising tension with the United States, and 
American officials ultimately responded 
with economic sanctions and trade embar-
goes. Although it seemed war was inevita-
ble, the Japanese preempted the American 
military with a surprise attack targeting Pearl 
Harbor, which is 2,000 miles from the U.S. 
mainland and 4,000 miles from Japan.

Pearl Harbor is a U.S. naval base 
located near Honolulu, HI. On Sunday, 

December 7, 1941, just before 8 a.m. local 
time, Japanese fighter planes descend-
ed on the base in a surprise attack. Five 
additional attacks followed throughout 
the day. The Japanese managed to destroy 
nearly 20 American naval vessels, which 
included eight battleships, and more than 
300 airplanes. While the military equip-
ment could ultimately be replaced, the 
more than 2,400 military personnel and 
civilians who died paid the ultimate price.

It is believed the United States was espe-
cially surprised by the attack, as American 
military leaders felt, if an attack were to 
take place, it would come from the sea 
rather than the air. In addition, American 
intelligence officials were confident that any 
Japanese attack would take place in one of 
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LAKESIDE-PINETOP — 
Today marks the eighth day 
since 6-year old Willa Rawlings 
was taken away from her family 
by the current of Tonto Creek. 
Her 5-year old brother, Colby, 
and her cousin Austin, also 5, 
succumbed to rising floodwaters 
after the family’s vehicle was 
overtaken by floodwaters at the 
Bar X Road crossing on Friday, 
Nov. 29.

On Wednesday, Dec. 4, the 
Rawlings family returned home 
to Pinetop-Lakeside. They were 
met with open arms as they en-
tered Show Low, driving east on 
US60/Deuce of Clubs.

The highway was lined with 

people holding home-made 
signs that read, “We love you”, 
“Rawlings Strong” and “You are 
loved.” There’s no question that 
their return will compound their 
sorrow in days to come.

Last Sunday, search and rescue 
dogs alerted rescuers to an article 

of the 6-year old’s clothing and 
shoes, according to the Gila 
County Sheriff’s Office (GCSO).

GCSO has coordinated at least 
11 different first responder agen-
cies in the search for Willa. And 
they haven’t been alone – search-
ing alongside them since last 

Friday have been hundreds of 
civilians from the White Moun-
tains and all over the state.

Numerous types of equip-
ment were used in the search, 
including backhoes, excavators, 

Meren Hoejs por-
trays Sugar Plum 
and Joseph Swovick 
as the Prince per-
form in Nutcracker 
Ballet Dec. 14, for 
1 p.m. matinee and 
also at 7 p.m. at 
the Show Low High 
School Auditorium. 
Horejs studied this 
past summer at Bal-
let White Mountains 
Summer Intensive. 
Swovick is assistant 
instructor for the 
Accelerated Ballet 
program at Ballet 
White Mountains. 
Tickets are $20/fami-
ly and $10/single and 
can be purchased at 
the Show Low and 
Pinetop-Lakeside 
chambers or online 
at tututix.com/ballet-
whitemountains/
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‘Tis the season for 
Nutcracker Ballet

BY peter ALeShire
Special to the Independent

NAVAJO & APACHE COUN-
TIES — After years of decline, 
the percentage of Arizonans with-
out medical insurance has started 
to rise again.

That’s bad news for Navajo 
and Apache counties, where half 
of the residents in each county 
rely on this state’s version of 
Medicaid – the Arizona Health 
Care Cost Containment System 
(AHCCCS). That works out to 
nearly 100,000 people.

But that’s nothing compared 
to the bad news that may await 
– if a lawsuit by states supported 
by the federal Justice Depart-
ment finally manages to kill 
the Affordable Care Act. The 

Trump Administration has called 
repeatedly for the repeal of the 
ACA and in a rare move declined 
to defend the federal law from a 
legal challenge.

A federal appeals court has al-
ready heard arguments in the law-
suit that claims the way Congress 
enacted the Affordable Care Act 
violated the Constitution. If the 
lawsuit succeeds, some 600,000 
Arizonans could lose their health-
care. That includes both people 
who have obtained insurance 
through the ACA exchanges and 
people who gained coverage 
through the federally-funded 
expansion of AHCCCS.

The case comes in the midst 

Getting 
AHCCCS 
could get 
tougher
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More 
Information

In Navajo County, 53,000 
of the 106,000 residents 
rely on AHCCCS for 
healthcare. 
In Apache County, 
38,000 of the 72,000 res-
idents rely on AHCCCS 
for their care.

No go for Eagar 
neighborhood 

rezoning request

Coming home to open arms
Standing together 

for Rawlings family

Laura Singleton/The Independent
White Mountain residents lined the south side of US60/Deuce of Clubs and Whipple Road Wednesday, 
Dec. 4. They waited patiently, holding signs of love and support for the Rawlings family who returned 
home to Lakeside from Tonto Basin.

“My recommendation 
is the Hillcrest subdi-
vision rezoning quest 
from R1-10 to R1-10R 
does not fall in line 
with the General Plan 
…Therefore, the zon-
ing request should be 
categorically denied.”

Jeremiah Loyd
Eagar Planning and Zoning    

administrator
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