
“The focus has shifted to 
drill down on youth sports, 
sports tourism such as 
tournament play and even 
a high altitude sports train-
ing center. This is where 
SFA comes in ...“That’s 
what they specialize in.”

Steve North, Business Development Coordinator
City of Show Low
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3-DAY SALE – TUE., WED. & THU.

Offers Valid through November 14, 2019
899 

lb

Beef 
Tenderloin 
Steak

349

Classic or 

Pumpkin Cookies
Assorted varieties, 8 to 12 ct

799 
lb

Boar’s Head
Sweet or Baby Slice Uncured Ham
Carve N Serve Turkey ...............................7.99 Lb
Chipotle Chicken ......................................8.49 Lb
Maple Glazed Honey Turkey .....................9.99 Lb
American White & Yellow Cheese ............5.99 Lb
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3-day forecast
Tuesday 58/32: 
Sunny and clear.
Wednesday: 63/34. 
Mostly sunny turning 
partly cloudy in the 
evening.
Thursday: 64/35. Partly sunny turn-
ing mostly cloudy in the evening.
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SHOW LOW — The 
possibility of developing a 
convention center in Show 
Low has been on the draw-
ing board for several years. 
But it’s no small endeavor 
to build, maintain and 
promote a venue, and the 
council is taking the issue 
seriously.

Last Tuesday, Nov. 5, 
Show Low City Manager 
Ed Muder and Business 
Development Coordinator, 
Steve North, recommended 
the city council approve 
a $35,000 contract with 
Sports Facilities Advisory 
(SFA), LLC. The contract 
is to conduct a feasibil-
ity study for a proposed 
convention/events center 
and youth sports facility in 

Show Low.
The council voted three 

to two in favor of moving 
forward with the next study 
phase.

In order to have enough 
information to make the 
right decision, the Show 
Low City Council seems 
determined to do its 
homework in the form of 
feasibility studies.

Doing the homework
Whether the driving 

force is entertainment, 

tourism, sports or business, 
the size, the location and 
the price has to be just 
right for a convention cen-
ter to be successful.

In 2016-18 Hunden Stra-
tegic Partners completed a 
two-part study which ex-
plored the overall feasibili-
ty of building a convention 
center in Show Low and 
a market analysis. They 
also looked into design and 

BY amber Shepard
Special to the Independent

EAGAR — Residents 
of the Hillcrest subdivi-
sion in Eagar met before 
the town council on Nov. 
5 to appeal to the council 
for another vote on their 
re-zoning petition.

A tie vote of 2-2 by 
the Planning and Zoning 
committee left their appli-
cation denied. The motion 
was not recommended by 
the commission for review 
by the town council, so the 
residents then petitioned 
the town council directly 
to break the tie vote and 
rezone their subdivision 
from a R1-10 to a R1-10R, 
effectively barring any 
more manufactured homes 
or “tiny” homes from be-
ing built in the community.

“It’s within their rights 
and town code that they 
can appeal decisions made 
by the commission,” the 
town Planning and Zoning 
administrator, Jeremiah 
Loyd, said. “So, they 
chose to proceed in that 
route.”

The petitioner, Chris 
Compton, owns 10 parcels 
in the subdivision, and he 
was joined by almost all of 
the six neighbors who also 
signed on to the petition. 
Two other parcel owners 
came to oppose the mea-
sure and urge the council 
to consider their rights in 
the matter.

“Our concern was with 
preserving the character 
of the neighborhood and 
maintaining long term 
property values. There are 
currently six houses in the 
proposed rezoning area. 
Each house is a custom, 
site-built home,” Compton 
said as he addressed the 
town council. “We feel 
that by mixing manufac-
tured homes with site-built 
homes, it would under-
mine the character of the 
neighborhood and the 
property values.” Compton 

BY peter aLeShire
Special to the Independent

APACHE COUNTY — Apache County faces 
at least three lawsuits alleging poor treatment of 
prisoners in the county jail.

So maybe we ought to offer detention officers 
a little more training – and overhaul the manual 
while we’re at it, suggested Jail Commander 
Michael Cirivello at last week’s board of super-
visor’s meeting.

As the first step, Cirivello asked the super-
visors to convert a Detention Officer I position 
into a Detention Officer III position – a roughly 
$3,500 hit to the budget. But this will allow 
the county to hire a 
detention officer with 
about 20 years experi-
ence, including lots of 
expertise in training 
and policy.

“We are currently 
fighting three law-
suits filed against the 
jail by inmates that 
is costing much more 
to defend than the 
$3,500,” he wrote in 
the board packet re-
questing the upgrade.

“After his initial 
training in this facil-
ity, he will be rewriting our policy and training 
manuals and ensuring that we stay current on 
these topics from a legal standpoint and our 
training matches our policies. This will allow 
the lawyers to get cases dismissed without hav-
ing to defend our current policies and training 
manuals.”

He noted that the county can’t fill its open 
positions, so he has money available in the 
budget to hire a more experienced officer. 
“With the constant open positions in the jail the 
additional monies are available in the budget.”

One of the claims filed against the county 
involves a $10.5-million claim from a pregnant 
inmate who says poor treatment resulted in 
the birth of her baby in a squad car, allegedly 
resulting in brain damage to the infant.

Jocelyn Crystal Baca, 20, of Springerville 
was arrested on drug charges in January of 
2017. She claims male officers constantly came 
into the room when she was half naked during 
exams. She also says the county jail nurse 
delayed providing treatment or transferring her 
to the hospital although she was “writhing in 
pain.”

On the way to the hospital, Baca gave birth 
to the baby in the squad car. Because she was 
handcuffed, the baby fell to the floor of the car, 
according to her complaint.

The baby was ultimately airlifted to St. Jo-
seph’s Hospital in Phoenix and diagnosed with 
a stage 4 brain bleed, leading to brain damage, 
according to Baca’s complaint. She claims 
violation of her rights, negligence and gross 
neglect.

The supervisors approved the reclassification 
of the detention officer position as part of the 
consent agenda.

Peter Aleshire covers county government and 
other topics for the Independent. He is the for-
mer editor of the Payson Roundup. Reach him at 
paleshire@payson.com

BY amber Shepard
Special to the Independent

CONCHO – From High-
way 61, the work progress-
ing on the new Concho 
Community Center is very 
visible. The manufactured 
units have been put together, 
and every week, it begins 
to look more and more like 
how the Concho Community 
Action Network (Concho-
CAN!) envisioned it to be.

ConchoCAN!, an orga-

nization formed by Concho 
residents in 2003, has always 
had a community center as 
one of their primary goals. 
In 2004, ConchoCAN! 
gained their 501c3 status to 
help with the funding and or-
ganization needed to achieve 
this goal. At one time, a 
center was located near the 
Concho Post Office, but hav-
ing their own building where 
they could house community 
events and programs was 
always the plan.

The building, located 
at 97 Frontage Road, was 
originally the central four 
pieces of an old ski lodge 
in Lake Tahoe. Modular 
Solutions, who owned the 
ski lodge buildings, sold 
them to ConchoCAN! for 
just $7,500 each. Proceeds 
from the sale of a house do-
nated by the Mellon family 
allowed for the purchase and 
delivery and the land it sits 
on. The community cen-
ter was named the Mellon 
Community Center in honor 
of the family’s tremendous 

donation. Being the center 
units of the eight-section 
lodge, however, this means 
that outer walls on each end 
still need to be completed. 
ConchoCAN! board member 
Leon Buttler hopes to have 
the walls done in “about two 
weeks.”

There are big plans for the 
layout of the 3,068 square 
foot building as construction 

Claire Prado, 5, 
visiting from Peoria, 
rides the new featured 
double zip line, in-
stalled and completed 
about 2 weeks ago, at 
the playground area 
near the Little League 
Field in Show Low 
City Park. The double 
zip line includes a 
safety seat for little 
ones. Older youth and 
adults can also enjoy 
riding the zip line. 
Prado was at the city 
park Saturday with 
grandfather, Gordon 
Terracina, resident of 
Show Low, enjoying 
the beautiful weather. 
The playground is 
complete with the ex-
ception of the netting 
next to the zipline to 
keep people off the 
grass that has been 
replanted until the 
grass starts to grow.

Corrine Ruiz
The Independent 

Zipping
along

Events center idea moves towards sports tourism
Next feasibility study approved

Apache County 
seeks to boost 

detention 
officer training
Veteran officer will overhaul 

procedures in wake of lawsuits 

“We are currently 
fighting three law-
suits filed against 
the jail by inmates 
that is costing 
much more to 
defend than the 
$3,500.” 

Michael Cirivello
Jail commander

Zoning 
change 
request

Concho Community 
Center work continues

Photo by Peter Aleshire
Volunteer John Bell works on digging a trench around 
the modular buildings of the Mellon Community Center.

Eagar residents 
seek to ban 

manufactured 
homes

“The whole concept 
from the get-go has 
been volunteerism.”

 Leon Buttler
ConchoCAN! board member

See SPORTS CENTER, 
Page 4

See ZONE REQUEST, 
Page 4 See CONCHO, Page 13


