
Tuesday - augusT 6, 2019
75 CeNTs | NaVaJO aNd aPaCHe COuNTIes

Offers Valid through Thursday, August 8, 2019

3-DAY SALE Ð TUE., WED. & THU.

1499 Four Peaks 
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Today’s forecast
Outlook: Showers and thunder-
storms likely this 
afternoon, partly 
sunny with a high 
near 86, low 
around 60. Chance 
of precipitation 60%.
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Sunset’s glow
Shadows lengthen at the end of a late summer day at Fool Hollow Lake. Days 
are already getting shorter and kids are going back to school, sure signs that 
summer’s end is near.

BY BarBara Bruce
The Independent

PINETOP-LAKESIDE 
— A whopper of a storm 
hit Pinetop-Lakeside 
Thurday Aug. 1, causing 
flooding and widespread 
damage, prompting the 
town to pass an emergency 
resolution.

The storm started 
around 5:30 p.m. and con-
tinued for approximately 
45 minutes. During that 
time a total of 4.8 inches 
of rain fell which caused 
extensive damage to pri-

vate property and to many 
public facilities, streets and 
roads within the Town of 
Pinetop-Lakeside.

The storm occurred 
while the regular month-
ly meeting of the town 
council was underway. 
Some of the town council 
members were late to the 
meeting due to the storm. 
A flash flood warning came 
across phones and emails 
at 6:01 p.m. and 6:02 p.m., 
respectively. When the 
alert went off everyone at 
the meeting looked at their 
phones and then at each 

other. Little did they know 
what was going on outside 
at the time.

Culverts, which were 
not designed for this type 
of downpour, overflowed, 
blocking driveways and 
spreading debris. Hail the 
size of marbles covered the 
ground, turning it white. 
Woodland Road and south 
of Woodland Lake Road 
were totally flooded.

Crews worked through-
out Thursday night scrap-
ing ice off the road with 
backhoes and unblocking 
driveways to get people 
back in their homes.

According to Dustin 

Whipple, head of the road 
crew, the hardest hit areas 
were Woodland Park, 
Woodland Village Mobile 
Home Park, The Woods 
at Pinetop, Woodland 
Hills, Summer Haven and 
Pinetop Hills. These were, 
however, not the only areas 
affected.

Local resident Dana 
Rodd Heck, who lives at 
The Woods, sent photos 
and a video to the Indepen-
dent.

“We went out to eat 
about an hour after the 
storm,” she said.

What they encountered 
on the drive on Pine View 

Lane was a muddy river 
spilling debris across the 
road and city crews and 
police armed with a snow-
plow.

“They were watching 
the hillside which appar-
ently was about to slide 
down,” she said. Many 
other residents posted 
videos and photos on 
Facebook of the ice and 
blocked culverts.

Town Manager Keith 
Johnson said residents 
he spoke with who have 
lived here all of their lives 
said they have never seen 
anything like this. Some 
reported that a storm in 

2006 was also a bad one.
Patterson expressed 

concern with the overflow-
ing of culverts with more 
rain in the forecast. He said 
17 public works employ-
ees worked throughout 
the weekend and beyond, 
as well as enlisting the 

Town passes emergency resolution
In aftermath of August 1 storm

BY Mike LeiBy
Special to the Independent

HEBER-OVERGAARD — One person is dead 
and two others are in the hospital after a two-vehi-
cle, head-on fatality collision on Highway 277 near 
milepost marker 317 on Sunday, Aug. 4.

Heber-Overgaard Fire Chief Dee McCluskey 
said they got the call a little before 8 p.m. that there 
was a head-on fatality collision on Highway 277 
involving a Chevrolet pickup truck and a Buick 
sedan passenger car.

“It was a pretty devastating scene when we got 
there,” McCluskey said.

Arizona Department of Public Safety Media 
Relations Specialist Bart Graves said the eastbound 
Buick driven by Jeremy L. Tsosie, 29, of Shiprock 
N.M., crossed the center line colliding head-on with 
the truck. Tsosie was killed in the crash.

“The Buick spun around and came to rest in the 
center of the road facing west. The engine was torn 
from the vehicle and started a grass fire on the south 
side of the road. The pickup truck rolled down an 
embankment and came to rest on it’s side. The driv-
er of the Buick sedan was deceased on scene. Both 
occupants of the pickup suffered severe injuries 
and were flown to Scottsdale Osborn and Flagstaff 
Medical Center,” Graves said in an email.

McCluskey said the Buick with Tsosie’s body 
inside, caught fire. McCluskey said Arizona De-

BY Peter aLeshire
Special to the Independent

NAVAJO & APACHE COUNTIES — 
A change in the way the state treats online 
sales could offer a life-jacket for hard-
pressed towns and counties.

Or maybe not.
That’s the take on a new state law from 

Arizona County Supervisors Association, 
which lobbies for counties statewide.

The lobbying group has worked for 
several years to find a way to keep the 
huge shift of sales from stores to online 
outlets from crashing county budgets.

Counties count on the sales tax for key 
services, including most of its roadbuild-
ing and maintenance.

However, people don’t pay sales tax 
when they buy online from businesses 
based outside the state. By contrast, they 
pay nearly 10 percent when they buy from 
brick-and-mortar stores. 

The sales tax accounts for nearly half of 
town revenues, but a much smaller share 
of county revenues.

The US Supreme Court in 2018 in 
South Dakota v. Wayfair ruled that the 
state can collect sales tax from out-of-
state business selling their goods online.

The legislature this year took the first 
step toward taxing online sales, but with 
enough conditions and exemptions that 
experts aren’t sure what impact the change 
will have.

“Over the last 20 years, the financial 
condition of the counties has degraded as 
more and more commerce has moved to 
the internet. That has impacted main street 
businesses, as well as the county bottom 
line,” said Sullivan.

That’s because customers find them-
selves paying an extra 10 percent just to 
cover the sales tax when they go into a 
local retail store, which not only provides 
jobs for locals but supports police, fire and 
other services for everyone.

“That has put increased pressure on the 
property tax as the sales tax has eroded,” 
observed Sullivan at a recent Apache 
County Supervisors meeting.

Sullivan said the change could also 
help local retailers compete. “We have 
advocated for fairness and equity for Main 
Street – but it also shores up the financial 
system for counties and towns.”

Online sales have risen from about 5 
percent of total sales to 12 percent of total 
sales in the past 20 years. In February, on-
line retail sales edged out brick-and-mor-
tar retail sales for the first time in history. 
Online sales amounted to $60 billion in 
February.

Auto and auto parts account for 20 

BY Laura singLeton
The Independent

SHOW LOW – The Bagnal Fire 
is still slowly burning just a mile 
southwest of Show Low. But early 
last week, heavy smoke and the 
fire’s unsettlingly cozy proximity 
to the city made many residents 
uncomfortable at best and fearful 
at worst.

Discovered on Friday, July 26 in 
the Lakeside Ranger District, the 
Bagnal Fire brought residents of 
Show Low, Linden and surround-

ing communi-
ties a dreadful 
reminder of 
the historic 
Rodeo-Ched-
eski Fire of 
2002 which 
burned over 
468,000 acres 
in the settle-

ments of Clay Springs, Linden and 
Pinedale and barely missed Show 
Low.

The Independent met with Lake-
side Ranger District Fire Manage-
ment Officer (FRO) Christoper 
Ruff on Friday, Aug. 2 to learn 
more about how the US Forest 
Service manages wildfire and pre-
scribed fires following a barrage 
of resident and visitor phone calls 

“They were watching 
the hillside which 
apparently was about 
to slide down.”

Dana Heck
Local resident

Head-on crash 
kills one

BY aMBer shePard
Special to the Independent

APACHE COUNTY — The towns of Springer-
ville and Eagar have some new faces at their town 
halls with the hiring of their newest town managers, 
Joe Jarvis and Terry Hinton. St. Johns also had a 
new hire, with Christine Chiesl taking the helm for 
community development efforts for the city.

Springerville
Joseph Jarvis, 37, was hired in April and is new 

to position of town manager and to the town of 
Springerville, but he is well-versed in public ser-
vice, having spent a decade in the field.

“Public service is an 
honorable career field, in 
my opinion,” Mr. Jarvis 
said. He cited his family’s 
heritage in public service 
and the rewarding nature 
of service work as what 
drives him. His family 
also has deep roots in Ari-
zona, going back six gen-
erations. His great-grand-
father was born in Eagar, 
and was a high school 
coach there. Mr. Jarvis 
lived in Arizona much 
of his life, graduating 
from Mountain View 
High School in Mesa, 
and earning his master’s 
degree in Public Administration from Arizona State 
University. He has experience working for larger 
governments, such as Broward County, Florida, as 

New managers
settle in

Jarvis
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Bagnal 
Fire was 
always 
under 
control
FS: Public, 

firefighter safety 
remains No. 1 

priority

Bagnal Fire recap
 
As of Monday, Aug. 5, 
the low-intensity fire had 
burned just over 2,240 
acres with 80 percent 
containment according 
to a press release issued 
by the Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forest Service.

Counties, towns may get 
a cut of online sales tax

Officials not sure how new 
state sales tax will affect 

local government

See FIRE, Page 7

“Every wildfire 
is managed.”

Christoper Ruff
Lakeside Ranger 

District fire manage-
ment officer

See SALES TAX, Page 19


