
BY BarBara Bruce
Staff Writer

CONCHO – Parentification 
is the process of role reversal 
whereby a child is obliged to act 
as parent to their own parent or 
sibling. Today the roles of parent 
and child are often reversed as 
baby boomers, still working, take 
on the role of caring for their 
aging parents.

Kareena Maxwell grew up 
in New York City. She was the 
middle child with an older sister 
and a younger brother. Their 
father was an alcoholic and often 
abused their mother, Marion. It 
was always Kareena who stood 
up to her father on behalf of her 
mother, not her siblings.

“And, she let me,” said Max-

well. “I still protect her whether 
it is healthy or not. It is life.”

Wearing the middle child role 
of caretaker, coupled with being 
her mom’s girl, Maxwell could 
not escape the apron strings that 
were tied to her mom’s waist for 
years.

She describes her mother as 
eccentric, an artist, a painter, a 
designer of exotic clothes and not 
too tightly wound, and crazy as 
a loon. She said her mother was 
always child-like and vulnerable. 
She was inappropriate around 
them and yet hilarious.

“She was the mother in ‘Mer-
maids,’ said Maxwell. “I loved 
her desperately. I still love her 
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3-day forecast
Today: Sunny 
with winds up to 
39 mph; 78/44. 
Saturday: Sunny 
with winds up to 
28 mph; 72/43. Sunday: More 
sunshine with winds up to 29 
mph; 72/42 
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Mother and child reunion

When the child becomes the parent

Courtesy photo
Celebrating her mother’s 95th 
birthday was more for Karee-
na Maxwell than her mother, 
because with Alzheimers/De-
mentia, she did not recognize 
her daughter — yet love still 
sends her back.

Courtesy photo
Chronicling the story of the complicated life with her mother 
from childhood to Alzheimers/Dementia, Kareena Maxwell finds 
her own authentic language in her memoir, ‘The Granny Chron-
icles: Learning to Speak Leopard.’

Sue’s Crew Walk for a Cure May 15
BY connie Lane
Staff Writer

WHITE MOUNTAINS 
— There is still time to 
register to participate in the 
10th Annual Sue’s Crew 
White Mountain 30 mile 
one-day walk, to be held 
Saturday, May 15.

The nation’s only one-
day 30 mile walk, Sue’s 
Crew has raised a total of 
$300,000. All proceeds 
are evenly distributed 
among Summit Health-
care Cancer Center, the 
American Cancer Society 
of the White Mountains 
and the American Cancer 
Society of Cumberland, 
Maryland. Sue’s Crew has 
two components: the White 
Mountains and Maryland. 
The Maryland event is di-
rected by Kristen Ingram, 
who launched the walk in 
honor of her mother, Susan 
Hillebrecht, who lost her 

battle with breast cancer in 
2010.

Ingram put Sue’s Crew 
on the map. “Kristen 
is amaz-
ing, I’m 
so 
proud 
of 

her,” her father, Jim 
Hillebrecht told the In-
dependent. “When I saw 
what (my daughter) did 
in Maryland I decided I 
needed to get on board too. 
This is a family passion 
and now my White Moun-
tain family is growing with 
Sue’s Crew.”

Hillebrecht quickly 
realized he needed more 
helping hands and formed 
a board passionate 

about 
helping 
cancer 
pa-
tients 
and 

eventually finding a cure. 
“There’s Shaun Ulvestad, 
Kristen Orton, John An-
toni, Steve Rodney Chris 
Paxman, Amie Rodgers, 
and of course Kristen 
Ingram.”

Hillebrecht has also 
gathered financial support 
from local businesses 

so that 100% of donated 
funds go directly to the 
beneficiaries. Guy Hatch 
has generously added a car 
raffle to the event, with 
300 tickets available for 
sale at $100 each. Sal & 
Theresa’s sponsored this 
year’s T-shirts. Notoriously 
self-effacing, Hillebrecht 
wants no recognition for 
himself.

“There are so many peo-
ple and businesses that de-
serve thanks,” Hillebrecht 
said. “If I leave someone 
off the list, I apologize.”

He mentioned Big 5, the 
Pour Station, and Home 
Depot.

“We also have musicians 
and bands donating their 
talent: the Show Low Pep 
Band, the Lakesiders, Fat 
Chance, and Midnight 
Moon,”Hillebrecht said.

Last year, Sue’s Walk 
BY rT Lynch
Justice Reporter

PHOENIX—Hannah 
Montez Dike, 25, a Show 
Low High School gradu-
ate and former staffer at 
the both the White Moun-
tain Independent and 
Show Low T.V. has been 
charged with killing a 
31-year-old married father 
of one and Navy Veteran 
Robert “Bobby” Kramer 
in a head on vehicle crash 
on Feb. 10 in the Valley.

The Department of 
Public Safety stated in 
a news release that DPS 
troopers were alerted 
to a 2007 Infinity silver 
sedan with one headlight 
driving the wrong way on 
the I-10 freeway near the 
Chandler Blvd. off-ramp 
at 12:31 that morning. 
Around two minutes later, 
troopers were notified of a 
crash which investigators 
say was caused by Dike 
driving west-bound in the 
east-bound lanes of that 
freeway and collided with 
the 2019 Nissan Altima 
that Kramer was driving. 
He died at the scene.

Kramer was the father 

of a young son, Arthur, 
and wife Lindsey, reported 
AZcentral on April 26.

Kramer was also a 
beloved bartender in 
a Chandler eatery and 
president of the U.S. 
Bartenders Guild, Phoenix 
chapter. Dike was injured 
in the crash and spent the 
next couple of months 
in medical facilities. 
When she was taken to a 
trauma center on the early 
morning of the crash, 
investigators obtained a 
sample of her blood which 
was analyzed and al-
legedly found to contain a 

SLHS grad 
charged with 
manslaughter

MCSO
Hannah Montez Dike

Robert ‘Bobby” Kramer died Feb. 10 in a head-on 
crash allegedly casued by Hannah Dike, formerly 
of Show Low. Dike is accused of driving the wrong  
way on Interstate 10 and causing the deadly crash.

BY Laura SingLeTon
Staff Writer

SHOW LOW — The 
White Mountain Coalition 
Against Homelessness 
held a ribbon cutting at 
2791 East Adams Street in 
Show Low last Thursday, 
Apr. 29 to celebrate their 
new property where they 
will develop a transitional 
housing program.

The property and the 
project through which 
the Coalition will operate 
has been named Victory 
Village. The primary goal 
of the program is to help 
homeless individuals tran-
sition to self-sufficiency in 
90 days.

The White Mountain 
Outpost of the Salvation 
Army is an important 
partner in the Coalition 
and will be involved in the 
process from construction 

to client intake.
“This is to help peo-

ple that are serious about 
making an honest change 
and putting in the required 
work to become self suffi-
cient within the program’s 
timeframe and guidelines,” 

said Salvation Army Case 
Manager Maria Stokes.

Stokes will be directly 
involved with the off-site 
intake process through the 
White Mountain Outpost 
of the Salvation Army 
located at 5658 AZ-260 in 

Lakeside. She is also the 
acting supervisor and will 
be living on-site with the 
clients once the program 
begins.

“We are very excited to 

Victory Village, first step 
moving away from homlessness

Photo by Amie Rodgers 
Members of the Show Low Chamber of Commerce, the White Mountain Coa-
lition Against Homelessness and the White Mountain Outpost of the Salvation 
Army cut the ribbon to celebrate the purchase of a property where a transitional 
housing program will be developed. The property is located at 2791 East Adams 
Street in Show Low.
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