
BY Peter Aleshire
Special to the Independent

ARIZONA — Arizona 
Corporation Commission 
Chairman Bob Burns has 
refused to put the issue of 
a biomass mandate on the 
December agenda, despite 
an impassioned plea by 
Commissioner Lea Mar-
quez Peterson.

Burns told the Indepen-
dent he sees no point in 
revisiting the issue until 

the Forest Service gets 
responses to its “Request 
for proposals (RFP)” for a 
million acres worth of thin-
ning projects. The contrac-
tors won’t submit bids for 
the 20-year contracts until 
after the first of the year.

Even then, Burns said he 
still doesn’t think ratepay-
ers should have to subsi-
dize forest thinning efforts 
through an ACC directive 
to the power companies to 
buy slightly more expen-

sive power generated by 
burning biomass.

“If we mandate to burn 
biomass, then what does 
that do to the possibility of 
other people responding to 
the RFP? We need to keep 
our powder dry and let 
the RFP run its course and 
see if we get some viable 
options,” said Burns.

Experts have said only 
burning biomass to gen-
erate power offers an eco-
nomical way in the short 
term to deal with millions 
of tons of wood slash from 
thinning projects. Burns 
said maybe one of the con-

tractors will come up with 
another idea.

However, when pressed, 
Burns said he’s not sure he 
would support a mandate 
even if it offered the only 
way to make a thinning 

project viable.
“My responsibility is 

to the ratepayers. I have a 
constitutional responsibili-
ty to make sure their costs 
are as low as possible,” he 
said.

He suggested perhaps 
someone else – like the 
state or the Forest Service 
– could pick up the extra 
cost of generating electric-
ity from burning biomass. 
Studies suggest burning 
biomass already costs less 
than burning coal, but a 
little more than solar, wind 
or natural gas. The cost of 
natural gas has plummet-
ed due to a big increase 
in supply from fracking 
operations.

None of those costs in-
clude the economic benefits 

“ ... never before has this 
state had such an opportu-
nity to address this issue. I 
hope we will not let it slip 
through our fingers.”

Lea Marquez Peterson, Commissioner
Arizona Corporation Commission

BY Amber shePArd
Special to the Independent

SPRINGERVILLE — The 
Annual Christmas Light Fes-
tival at the Springerville park 
on Mohave street, which was 
scheduled to begin Friday, 
Dec. 6, has been cancelled for 
the year due to vandalism.

Yesterday, when volunteers 
went to add more lights to the 
display, it was found that the 
lines had been pulled down 
from the trees and gazebo 
and the glass bulbs had been 
smashed on the concrete. So 
many strings of the lights had 

been damaged that there was 
nothing left to salvage for the 
display. The Springerville-Ea-
gar Chamber of Commerce 
and volunteers had spent 
weeks preparing the display 
and redoing the display would 
not be possible in time for this 
year’s holiday season.

“We would have to take 
them all down,” Verda La 
Rou, a volunteer for the 
Chamber of Commerce, said 

of the lights. “And there’s 
just not enough time. It was 

hundreds of dollars’ worth of 
lights.”

The acts of vandalism in 
the park are currently being 
investigated by the Spring-
erville Police Department. 
Springerville Police Chief 
Mike Nuttall could not 
provide additional details at 
this time but stated that there 
will be a reward offered for 
anyone who provides infor-
mation that leads to an arrest 
and conviction of the person 
or persons responsible for 
the vandalism.

The yearly Christmas 
Light parade scheduled for 
Saturday, Dec. 7, as well 
as the other holiday events 
planned for Springerville 
and Eagar will continue on 
schedule.

“They can’t steal 
Christmas that easy around 
here,” La Rou said.

Amber Shepard is an 
local journalist covering 
municipal governments 
and other Apache County 
topics.
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3-day forecast
Tuesday: 46/25: Sun-
ny with light winds. 
Increasing clouds in 
the evening.
Wednesday: 51/24. 
Mostly cloudy and windy.
Thursday: 47/25. Sunny and 
mostly clear.
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Elks reign as state champs; end 39-year drought
Round Valley sophomore Jameson Stover jumps for joy as he and his teammates celebrate their 34-28 win 
against Phoenix Christian in last Friday’s Division 2A football championship in Scottsdale. With the victory, 
the Elks clinched the school’s first football state title in 39 years.

ACC chair refuses to put biomass on agenda
Rebuffs commissioner’s request to 

bolster forest thinning efforts

BY bArbArA bruce
The Independent

LAKESIDE — If you 
are old enough to remem-
ber everybody’s girl next 
door, Doris Day, you 
probably remember her 
signature song, “Que será, 
será” – whatever will be 
will be. That’s exactly 
what Humane Society of 
the Humane Society of the 
White Mountain’s Shelter 
Manager Debbie Torbet is 
saying with regard to an 
adoption story that looked 
somewhat dismal, but af-
ter nine months turned out 
how it turned out — with 
a happy ending for Mag-
gie and Bonez and Tammy 
(last name withheld at 
HSWM’S request).

Tammy by profession is 
a respiratory therapist and 
is also a veteran. Some-
how she fell down on her 
luck and the only option 
she felt was available was 
to head to Phoenix to look 
for work. Being the owner 
of two dogs, she found 
someone who said they 
would look after them for 
her until she returned. She 
paid them what she could 
and though the living con-
ditions were not optimal – 
they were going to be kept 
in a small chicken pen – it 
would have to do until she 
got things straightened 
out.

Three months after 
Tammy had gone, she 
learned the lady had taken 

her dogs to a shelter; she 
didn’t know which one. 
According to Torbet, 
Tammy called 10 shelters 
before finding them at 
HSWM. She spoke with 
Debbie and described the 
dogs, Maggie, a Lhasa 
Apso mix, and Bonez, a 
Rottweiler. She learned 
they had been turned in as 
abandoned animals. But 
she was sure it was them.

The next day Tammy 
called Torbet back and 
told her everything she 
could about them – what 
they liked and all their 
little quirks so the shelter 
could make them feel 
more comfortable and at 

Christmas lights vandalized, 
festival cancelled

Amber Shepard/The Independent
Broken lights still litter the sidewalk and some areas 
near the ramada in the park on Mohave in Spring-
erville. The annual Christmas Light Festival was 
cancelled as a result of the extensive vandalism.

“They can’t steal 
Christmas that easy 
around here.”

Verda La Rou, volunteer
Springerville/Eagar          

Chamber of Commerce

Que será, será
HSWM shelter 

manager thinks so

Courtesy photo
Falling on hard times, Tammy (last name withheld 
at HSWM’s request) left her dogs in someone 
else’s care while she left the Mountain to improve 
her circumstances; her dogs wound up at HSWM’s 
shelter, turned in as abandoned. Now, nine months 
later, after having to check month to month to see if 
they were still at the shelter,Tammy, a veteran, has 
adopted her Maggie and Bonez.

See BIOMASS, Page 4

See REUNION,     
Page 5

“But, I really 
believed her story … 
It was not really her 
fault and I wanted 
them to go back to 
their original family. 
She knew how they 
were and if some-
one was to have 
adopted them, they 
might have brought 
them back because 
of the anxiety.”

Debbie Torbet
HSWM shelter manager


