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NAVAJO COUNTY – What 
began as a commitment to “move 
the needle on poverty” in Navajo 
County, has grown into a much 
more comprehensive effort to 
support the community.

A new not-for-profit organiza-
tion called the Northeastern Arizo-
na Community Resource Network 

(NACRN), (pronounced nah-
kurn) has been formed that will 
serve as an umbrella for several 
helping services. It grew out 
of a Navajo County Commu-
nity Health Improvement Plan 
(CHIP) subcommittee aimed at 

addressing poverty.
“Taking care of people’s 

immediate needs is only a 
small piece of the puzzle,” says 
NACRN executive director and 
Northeastern Arizona Local 
Workforce Development Execu-

tive Director, Stephanie Ray.
“We want to move people to 

self-sufficiency and I like to say 
that we need to connect any agen-
cy who works with people who are 
‘on the continuum between crisis 
and self-sufficiency,’” she adds.

The Community Resource 
Network arose out of a desire 
to connect people with service 
providers that can help them get 
food on the table, explained the 
board in a September 10 interview 
with the Independent. From there 
came the realization that residents 
struggling with food insecurity 

“We want to connect people to the tools 
they need to reach self-sufficiency. That 
might be job training, life skills training 
and support, entrepreneurial training.”

Stephanie Ray, Executive Director
Navajo County AZ@WORK & Northeastern Arizona Community 

Resource Network (NACRN)
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3-day forecast
Friday 75/49: Sun-
ny and clear, gusty 
winds as high as 
34 mph.
Saturday 76/47:  
Sunny and mostly clear.
Sunday 77/51: Sunny, turning 
mostly cloudy in the evening.
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BY Peter aLeShire
Special to the Independent

ARIZONA — The US 
Forest Service hopes to 
jump-start stalled forest 
restoration efforts with a 
whole new approach to 
finding contractors to thin 
800,000 acres of danger-
ously overgrown forests.

The Forest Service this 
week issued its latest “re-
quest for proposals” (RFP) 
for loggers, sawmills, 
biomass-burning plants 
and others to sign on for 

20-year contracts to clear 
millions of tons of trees 
and biomass. The action 
comes after the Forest 
Service completely rewrote 
the rules for contracts 
to take advantage of the 
painful lessons of the past 
decade.

“This is very different 
from the first time around,” 
said Cal Joyner, regional 
forester for the US Forest 
Service whose domain 
covers much of the West-
ern U.S. “This time we’re 
thinking more wide-open 
in allowing proponents to 
tell us what they can do. 
When it comes to adding 
resilience to the forest 
to support endangered 
species and the human 

4FRI: 
New path, 
with the 
forest on 
the line

Forest Service 
overhauls forest 
thinning rules in 
hopes it can lure 

contractors 

New organization takes aim at poverty
NE Arizona Community 

Resource Network 
forms

BY MaLaina Crozier-SPiLLMan

LAKESIDE — Jack Barker Memorial Park is 
located on the northeast corner of Johnson Drive and 
Hwy 260. This site was home for many years to a few 
nature education signs and a small walking path along 
Hwy 260. Several ideas have been discussed over the 
years including community/nature center, chamber of 
commerce location, a park and more. There just wasn’t 

enough space for most of the ideas. In 2015 the 

Town of Pinetop-Lakeside made the 
decision to move the location of their Christmas tree to 
this corner. It seemed to be the perfect spot, almost in 
the center of town to create a new and much more visi-
ble location for the beautiful town Christmas display.

In March of 2017 a beloved friend, father and 
community member, Jack Barker, unexpectedly passed 
away. Shortly after graduating from law school in 1975 
and passing the Arizona State Bar Exam, Jack began 
practicing law in Phoenix, where he met his wife of 35 
years, Sheryl. In the late 1970s, Jack and Sheryl moved 
from Phoenix to Pinetop. In Pinetop, he served as the 
attorney for the local hospital, Navapache Regional 
Medical Center, now Summit Healthcare, Pine-
top-Lakeside Sanitary District and Sunrise Ski Area. 
Jack also served as the town attorney for the Town of 
Springerville for 13 years and town attorney for the 

Jack Barker 
Memorial Park 

construction 
complete

Corrine Ruiz/The Independent Season of change
 
Steve Robbins of Mountain Tree Service of Pinetop saws on a huge tree at the 
corner of Hall Street and White Mountain Road Wednesday morning. Apache 
Saddle Logging assisted with the project and a rented crane was used to hoist 
it up. The workers mentioned the Kentucky Fried Chicken chain felt it was a 
liability and will be landscaping to spruce up the corner. 

BY Mike Leiby
Special to the Independent

LAKESIDE — While crawfish 
are more commonly associated 
with the state of Louisiana, people 
in the White Mountains are no 
strangers to the tasty freshwater 
shellfish.

So bring your appetite Saturday, 
Sept. 21, to the Mountain Meadows 
Recreation Complex in Lakeside for 
the 2019 Crawtoberfest event hosted 
by Summit Healthcare, the Town 
of Pinetop-Lakeside and the Show 
Low Chamber of Commerce that 
features a crawfish boil and eating 
contest. The event runs from 11 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. in the complex located at 

1101 S. Woodland Rd. in Lakeside.
And what could be more fun 

that cold beer, crawfish, live music 
and plenty of Arizona high coun-
try clean air? Event organizers 

said that along with the crawfish 
boil, vendors will be onsite for 
shopping, games and prizes, a 
beer stein hoist, yodeling contest 
(bring your earmuffs), crawfish 
races (bring a book), axe throw-
ing, a corset penny pickup, and a 
crawfish eating contest.

There will also be lots of food 
vendors for those who want some-
thing other than crawfish.

All proceeds from the event 
benefit Summit Healthcare and the 
Show Low Chamber. For more 
information got to showlowcham-
ber.com or to https://one.bidpal.
net/crawtoberfest2019/welcome.

Reach the reporter at  
mleiby@wmicentral.com. 

Crawtoberfest brings Louisiana flavor to area
If You Go

Tickets in advance are $30 
per person for 3 pounds of 
crawfish, corn and potatoes 
(includes admission to the 
event and limited games), 
or add $5 for day of event. 
Tickets are $35 at the door, 
or $5 per person for ad-
mission only (all food sold 
separately, unless other-
wise indicated.) Tickets are 
also available at Crawtober-
fest.com. Use promo code: 
Crawfish and save $5. 

FRESHWATER FISH BOIL, EATING CONTEST

See POVERTY, Page A8

 “This time we’re think-
ing more wide-open in 
allowing proponents to 
tell us what they can 
do. When it comes to 
adding resilience to 
the forest to support 
endangered species 
and the human com-
muntities nestled in the 
forest, this is the best 
proposal we have.”

Cal Joyner
Regional Forester, US Forest 

Service

See 4FRI, Page A8

See MEMORIAL PARK, Page A4


