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3-day weather  forecast
Friday: 45/21. Sunny and clear with light 
winds northeast 7 
to 10 mph.
Saturday: 54/28. 
Mostly sunny 
turning mostly 
cloudy in the 
evening.
Sunday: 56/33. Mostly cloudy all day.
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OUTDOORS with 
contributor Barbara 
Davis, see Page B14

Barbara Bruce/The Independent
Bringing their Christmas Spectacular to Snowflake High School Auditorium 
Dec. 16, the amazing Dutton family, who appeared as finalists Dec. 6 on Nick-
elodeon’s hit show “America’s Most Musical Family,” gave two amazing per-
formances that their audiences are not likely to forget. Performing Christmas 
favorites and the blend of musical styles The Duttons are famous for, the tal-
ented musical family no doubt added new fans to their already large fan base. 
The Duttons spend their winters in Arizona and the rest of the year in Branson, 
Missouri. See Page A16 for additional information and photos. You can also 
visit their website at https://www.theduttons.com.

BY Laura SingLeton
The Independent

SHOW LOW — The 
December Show Low City 
Council meeting of 2019 
was held on Tuesday, Dec. 
3. One of the agenda items 
included a presentation of 
the city’s financial audit 
report, conducted by a 
representative from Hinton 
Burdick CPA’s & Advisors.

The audit representative 
stated the City of Show 
Low received a “clean” 
audit with no compliance 
findings. There were 
a handful of year-end 
accounting adjustments 
which were described as 
“typical” for end year mu-
nicipality-type audits.

Financial highlights, 
government wide, included 
a “total net position” for 

the city at $161,439,069 
on June 30, 2019 which 
indicates a net position 
increase of $8.4 million 
when compared to last 
year.

A $6.9 million portion of 
the increase was attributed 
to “governmental activ-
ities” while $1.5 million 
came from business-type 
activities including water, 
wastewater and refuse fees.

“Total revenues from all 
sources were reported as 
$37.5 million and the cost 
of all City programs was 
$29 million,” according to 
the audit report. City sales 
tax continue to be a prima-
ry source of revenue with 
a 8.54 percent increase 
reflected this fiscal year.

Capital assets
Significant additions to 

Show Low’s capital assets 
included the $2.5 million 
airport runway rehabilita-
tion project. Also included 
were various road im-
provements on McNeil, 8th 
Street and Thornton which 
totaled approximately $1.1 
million.

Sewer and water line 
improvements completed 
in Sierra Vista Subdivision 
costing $550,847 were also 

mentioned as a significant 
capital improvement proj-
ect/asset.

Debt
“Governmental fund 

long-term debt decreased 
by $2,074,941 as a cost of 
regularly scheduled annual 
debt service,” indicated the 
report summary.

BY BarBara Bruce
The Independent

SHUMWAY — The lights in the historic, one-room brick schoolhouse in 
Shumway are on again. The desks have been moved out, the facility carefully 
cleaned and heaters brought in to take the chill off the room. Lighting and sound 

equipment arranged, a set miraculously in 
place, and performers ready to join Saline 
in his own Christmas tradition and gift 
to the White Mountain Community, once 
again breathes life into the old building.

Chairs have been placed in rows, divid-
ed into two seating sections separated by 
an aisle for the anticipated, packed seating 
of the thirteenth annual Carson Saline 
Christmas production, “It Feels Like 
Christmas, A Musical Revue,” starring 
Carson Saline and Friends.

Each year friends – old and new — 
show up and enter Saline’s world as he 
works his magic to produce a Broadway 

quality show. This year his on stage friends include Grifyn Palmer, EmmaLee 
MacKay, Heather Clinger and Kathleen Palmer, whom he bills as “four brilliant 

BY amBer Shepard
Special to the Independent

ST. JOHNS — The 
2018-2019 AzMERIT re-
sults are in for the schools 
around Arizona, and the 
results look positive for 
students in St. Johns, 
with most grade levels 
performing above state 
averages. Principals from 
Coronado Elementary, 
St. Johns Middle School, 
and St. Johns High School 
gave presentations to the 
St. Johns Unified School 
District’s governing board 
on their most recent testing 
performance numbers, 
including comparisons to 
other schools and previous 
years to show how the lo-
cal schools are performing.

The AzMERIT test is an 
annual statewide test that 
is given to different grades 
from third grade through 
high school in order to 

measure how students are 
performing in English 
language arts (ELA) and 
math. The test is used to 
track the progress schools 
are making in vital subjects 
and passing or failing does 
not impact a student’s abili-
ty to graduate high school.

Coronado Elementary
Principal Kim Fejes, 

who oversees the roughly 
320 students who attend 
Coronado Elementary, 
compared the school’s 
progress to the state 
average and other “com-
parable” school districts. 
These comparable districts 
– Blue Ridge, Holbrook, 
Round Valley, Show Low, 
Snowflake, Heber, Jo-
seph City and Vail – were 
considered due to similar 
sizes and nearby locations. 

Show Low receives ‘clean’ financial audit

BY peter aLeShire
Special to the Independent

HOLBROOK — The 
Navajo County board 
of supervisors last week 
approved a 477-megawatt 
wind farm on land in both 
Navajo and Coconino 
counties, but is still urging 
the developer to address 
Hopi concerns about the 
potential impact on eagles 
and other birds.

The 164 wind turbines 
would fan out over 4,200 
acres in Navajo and 
Coconino counties. That 
includes the Chevelon Can-
yon area 18 miles south of 
Winslow. The 3,700 acres 
in Navajo County would 
have eight of the 164 tow-
ers, with blades reaching to 
a maximum height of 755 
feet. That’s roughly twice 
as high as the existing 
windmills in the area – 
equivalent to a 60-story 
skyscraper. They’ll be the 
tallest man-made structures 
in Arizona by hundreds of 
feet.

The plant would 
generate enough energy 
to supply some 150,000 
homes and would tap into 
the existing high-voltage 
transmission lines for the 
Cholla coal-fired power 
plant, which run just three 
miles from the property.

The supervisors unani-
mously approved a special 
use permit. The planning 
commission has already 

approved the application 
on a 3-2 vote.

Terrance Unrein, senior 
permitting manager for 
sPower, said “this is the 
result of months and 
months and months of 
environmental and cultural 
crews surveying the site” 
which included an effort 

to identify 111 of archeo-
logical sites that could be 
disturbed by construction.

The wind farm will have 
enormous environmental 
advantages over a coal-
fired plant like Cholla. That 
1,000-megawatt coal-fired 
plant is being phased out 
as a result of both envi-
ronmental concerns and an 
operating cost now higher 

NC Supervisors 
approve massive 

wind farm
Hopi elders raise concern about 

impact on eagles, other birds

Just The 
Facts

The 3,700 acres 
in Navajo County 
would have eight of 
the 164 towers, with 
blades reaching to 
a maximum height 
of 755 feet. That’s 
roughly twice as 
high as the existing 
windmills in the 
area – equivalent to 
a 60-story sky-
scraper.

BY rt Lynch
The Independent

SHOW LOW—The 
City of Show Low’s zon-
ing case against pioneer 
matriarch Joy Owens is 
on pause in the Show 
Low Municipal Court 
while the parties try to 
come to a resolution. Ow-
ens and her family’s LLC, 
Country Lane Holdings, 
were cited by the city 
May 17, 2017, alleging 
various violations of the 

city’s 
zoning 
ordi-
nances. 
The case 
came up 
for trial 
in August 
of this 
year, but 
after an 
entire 

day’s worth of testimony, 
was reset. The next court 
session is expected to 
include Owens’ side of 
the story.

This dispute has gener-
ated a lot of interest in the 
community. It encapsu-
lates a simmering tension 
between the individual 
rights of long-standing 
property owners and the 
government’s interest in 
regulating the various 
uses of property, espe-
cially in an area that is 
growing. In this case the 
property at issue is in the 
heart of Show Low, and 
has belonged to the Ow-
ens’ family long before 
the city even incorporat-
ed. That fact alone makes 
for potential trouble.

Retired Show Low 
Magistrate and former 
Justice of the Peace 
Stephen Price is presiding 
over this civil, non-crim-
inal case as a pro tem 
(temporary) judge. At 
the request of the parties, 
Price set, and re-set the 
dates for the continued 
trial once in September, 
twice in October and now, 
the December trial date 
has also been vacated. 
Show Low City Attorney 
Morgan Brown told The 
Independent, “At the re-
quest of the Owens fam-
ily, the City and Owens 
are working on a settle-
ment that would address a 
resolution of the issues.” 
An Owens family member 
confirmed that as well.

Electronic court 
records do not yet list a 
new date.

Reach the reporter at 
rlynch@wmicentral.com

City vs. 
Owens 
case on 

hold

UPDATE

Owens
Shumway Schoolhouse 

comes alive with 
‘It Feels Like Christmas, 

A Musical Revue’

Performing at the 
historic Shumway 
Schoolhouse this 
week in Carson 
Saline’s “It Feels Like 
Christmas, A Musi-
cal Revue,” is Grifyn 
Palmer, EmmaLee 
MacKay, Carson Sa-
line, Heather Clinger 
and Kathleen Palmer. 
Since 2007, the third 
week of December, 
the talented Saline 
brings a Christmas 
production to Shum-
way as his own 
tradition and gift to 
the community.

Courtesy photo

St. Johns 
School District’s 

AzMERIT results

“This production does 
not have a story. It does 
not have a plot – it’s 
about music; about hol-
idays and a little like the 
Andy Williams’ Christmas 
Special.”

Carson Saline

See SHUMWAY, Page A8

See WIND FARM, 
Page A10

See RESULTS,      
Page A10

See AUDIT, Page A8


