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BY Jim Headley
Editor

Editor’s note: This is 
the second of a three-part 
series about “Unidentified 
Flying Objects” or “Un-
identified Aerial Phenom-
ena” reported in the night 
sky over the White Moun-
tains.

TUCSON — Don 
Woodward’s reports of 
seeing many unidentified 
flying objects 
over the 
White Moun-
tains have 
been investi-
gated by the 
Mutual UFO 
Network (MUFON).

MUFON is a US-based 
nonprofit organization 
composed of civilian 
volunteers who study 
reported UFO sightings. 
It is one of the oldest and 
largest organizations of its 
kind, claiming more than 
4,000 members worldwide 
with chapters and repre-
sentatives in more than 43 
countries and all 50 states.

Woodward, 83, reports 
closely detailed sightings 
of a “triangle pattern” of 
UFOs and their “mother 
ship” flying in the area for 

more than 200 nights in the 
past year.

Diane Gleason, MUFON 
field investigator and Star 
Team Member based in 
Tucson, told the Indepen-
dent she believes Wood-
ward’s reports are true.

“MUFON is a very odd 
creature in the fact that we 
have very distinct guide-
lines on how we close 
cases. If you have even a 

10% chance 
that you can 
identify it, 
you have to 
go with iden-
tified. That’s 
how it works. 

In this case I did close it as 
identified,” Gleason said.

She said after speaking 
with Woodward and J.D. 
Zinke (who has also seen 
the flying objects with 
Woodward), she found 
at least the required 10% 
chance to support a single 
one of the many sightings.

“We can only investi-
gate the incident that was 
reported. The other cases 
can inform what happened, 
but you can only investi-
gate the case that you are 

MUFON field 
investigator: 
‘I did close it 
as identified’

Connie Lane/The Independent
Show Low City Park was chock full of mud and laughter as kids ages 2 to 10 ran, crawled and jumped 
over obstacles during the Mini Mud Run Shark Week Challenge last Saturday. 

Mud mania

STAFF report
HOLBROOK — A 32-year-old 

man is dead after he tried to help his 
34-year-old friend, who reportedly 
jumped from the historic Chevelon 
Creek bridge near Winslow Tuesday, 
July 13.

A third man, 28 years old, was 
taken to a local hospital with minor 
injuries suffered in the incident when 
he also tried to help.

A 55-year-old man with them was 
not injured in the incident.

All four men are from Leupp.
All of the as yet, the unidentified 

men were at the bridge July 13 when 

the 34-year-old decided for an un-
known reason he wanted to jump off 
the bridge into the creek (more than 
100 feet below) and was injured.

Two of his friends, the 32-year-
old who died and the 28-year-old, 
climbed down to try and help him 
after realizing he was injured.

In the process of climbing down, 
the two men fell and got stuck in a 
crevice in the rock wall requiring 
rescue by a Navajo County Sher-
iff’s Office Search and Rescue team 
assisted by firefighters from Joseph 
City and a Coconino County Sheriff’s 
Office Search and Rescue team along 

with Arizona Department of Public 
Safety Air Rescue.

NCSO Public Information Officer 
Tori Gorman said the 28-year-old was 
flown to a valley hospital with critical 
injuries and the 34-year-old was taken 
to a local hospital with minor injuries.

“Thank you to our partnering agen-
cies Arizona Department of Public 
Safety Air Rescue, Joseph City Fire 
and Medical, Action Medical, Co-
conino County Sheriff’s Office Search 
and Rescue, and Guardian Air for the 
assistance in this matter,” Gorman 
stated in a press release about the 
fatal incident.

Man dies helping friend 
who jumped from bridge

BY BarBara Bruce
Staff Writer

PINETOP-LAKESIDE 
— Just because the season-
al monsoons have arrived 
in the White Mountains 
and the Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forest has re-
scinded fire restrictions as 
of July 16, it is no time to 
let down your guard when 
it comes to being wildfire 
savvy. We are still in fire 
season and on July 24 the 
White Mountain Com-
munities Annual Firewise 
Block Party affords ev-
eryone the opportunity to 
learn how you, your family 
and neighbors can play a 
part in reducing wildfires.

Many in Navajo and 
Apache counties lived 
through the two largest 
wildfires in the State of 
Arizona, the Wallow Fire 
in 2011 which burned 
522,000 plus acres and 
the Rodeo-Chedeski Fire 
in 2002 which burned 

468,000 plus acres. 
Evacuations took place 

during both fires, some-
thing residents and those 
fighting the fires will never 
forget.

The question residents 
need to ask themselves is, 
“What can I do to be pre-
pared for wildland fire?”

In the fall of 2015 Pine-
top Fire District Chief Jim 
Morgan had a vision plan 
to find a method which 
would inform the commu-
nity about wildfire risk and 
answer that very question. 
His vision manifested itself 
in the summer of 2016 
as a Pinetop Fire District 
community block party. 
The event was billed as 
such for a couple of years, 
but with partnership buy-in 
by key stakeholders and 
community champions, 
and recognition that wild-
fire was not just a Pinetop 
issue but a White Mountain 
issue, the event grew into 
what is now the White 

Mountain Communities 
Annual Firewise Block 
Party. It is hosted by the 
Pinetop and Timber Mesa 
Fire Districts.

The inaugural event, 
which began on the heels 
of the 2016 Cedar Fire, 
attracted 543 community 
members. Since that time 
each year the program has 
continued to draw between 
300 and 400 attendees who 
want to learn about wildfire 
risk, evacuation prepared-
ness and making their 
homes resistant to wildfire.

There was no event in 
2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Pinetop Fire District 
has been awarded multiple 
hazardous fuels reduction 
grants which help property 
owners thin their proper-
ties, reducing the wildfire 
risk by reducing the inten-
sity in which fire will move 
through their property.

Be in the know, it’s still fire season
Annual community Firewise Block Party Saturday
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The White Mountains Community Firewise Block Party was cancelled in 2020 
due to the pandemic, but the annual event is returning this Saturday, July 24 at 
Blue Ridge Elementary School from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. In 2019 even Smokey 
Bear attended.

PART II

See FIREWISE, Page 9

See UFO, Page 9

Today 50% chance of showers 
High 83, low 60

Showers and thunderstorms 
throughout the week

83
60

Pioneer Days in 
Snowflake this 

weekend 
See Page 6


