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3-day forecast
Today: 79/52. 
Mostly sunny, 20% 
chance of showers 
and thundertorms. 
Wednesday: 80/50. 
Sunny. Thursday: 82/53. Sunny.
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BY BarBara Bruce
Staff Writer

PINETOP-LAKESIDE – Three 
years ago Martina Webster made 
herself known to The Mountain 
when she arrived on scene as the 
producer and director of the Show 
Low Film Festival (SLFF).

Her past event experience and 
connections with the film industry 
brought a taste of Hollywood to 
Pinetop-Lakeside. As an experi-
enced movie producer, she is again 
highlighting the White Moun-
tains with a December filming of 
“Hashtag Blessed The Movie,” 
with a little help from her friends, 
old and new.

As a producer on the nine 
minute award-winning short 
film “Evie’s Christmas Gift,” 
the door opened for Webster to 
be the producer of “Turnover,” 

which was shown last year at the 
SLFF. With the goal of making 
movies with meaning, and with a 
love for Christmastime, Webster 
approached her daughter, Dalea 
Faulkner, a writer and producer 
herself, and asked her to write a 
Christmas movie that would be 
like a modern-day “It’s a Wonder-
ful Life.”

Faulkner was game but told her 
mother, ‘Let me write what I feel.’ 
She did and all the things that 
make Christmas, Christmas are in 
it. There is love, romance, social 
media, friendship and even some 
of the unpleasant things that can 
accompany the holidays.

This is Webster’s baby from 
conception to birth and then post 
production. “It is like having a 
child,” said Webster, “it stays with 
you forever.”

She birthed the idea and is 
carrying it forward but after it 

‘Hashtag Blessed The Movie’ can happen ...
... with a little help 

from friends

Courtesy photo
(From L) Dalea Faulkner, a writer and producer, along with her 
mother, Martina Webster, are producers of ‘Hashtag Blessed The 
Movie’.

BY rT Lynch
Justice Reporter

WHITERIVER—De-
tails are sketchy about a 
homicide on August 14 
on the White Mountain 
Apache Tribe land but 
according to a relative of 
the deceased’s, a woman 
was shot, assaulted and 
a structure was burned. 
The relative reached out 
the Independent by email 
to ask for help “to make 
it clear to the public that 
it’s not ok to kill ‘n take 
a life.”

Whiteriver resident 
Crystala Manzo’s body 
was reportedly found 
along with a second body 
in a burned structure on 
Tribal land. Her Facebook 
page is filled with well 
wishes from family and 
friends who are clearly 
aggrieved by her death. It 
is unknown if authorities 
have identified the second 
body. In a second email, 
the relative stated that 
“the person is in tribal 
custody at the moment for 
unrelated charges” and 
that “a special agent from 
the BIA told me they got 
a federal warrant for his 
arrest,” for second degree 
murder. The relative 
believes that the Tribal 
police suspect that there 
may be others involved 
who are “on the run,” the 
relative said.

The Independent spoke 
with a lieutenant at the 
White Mountain Tribal 
Police Department, but 
he had no comment. Ms.  
Manzo appears to have 
left behind minor children 
and her age is not known.

Reach the reporter at 
rlynch@wmicentral.com

Whiteriver 
woman 

assaulted, 
shot, killed 

Crystala Manzo

BY Laura SingLeTon
Staff Writer

SPRINGERVILLE — The 
U.S. Forest Service, Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests, have 
been responsible for developing 
the Heber Wild Horse Territory 
Management Plan since 2007. 
That is when the Heber Wild 
Horses herds became protected 
under the Wild, Free Roaming 
Horses and Burros Act of 1971.

It’s taken 13 years but a pro-
posed plan has finally been draft-
ed. It has been made available for 
public comment and is now in the 
National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) process.

The final plan is expected to be 
completed by 2021, according to 
the ASNF website.

Heber Wild Horse management plan still in process
Still no update on 

horse shooting 
investigation

Photo by Laura Singleton/The Independent
A Heber Wild Horse foal born this April stretches to scratch his flank.

BY PeTer aLeShire
Special to the Independent

Sales have held most-
ly steady in Apache and 
Navajo Counties, defying 
the projected impacts 
of the pandemic and the 
widespread restrictions the 
virus inspired.

Sales tax collections in 
Navajo County for July 
and August barely declined 
from the same period a 

year ago. In Apache Coun-
ty, sales tax collections 
actually increased.

However, storm clouds 
continue to gather over the 
economy — with unem-
ployment stubbornly high, 
the virus still present and 
state and federal support 
for businesses and the 
unemployed drying up.

But at least for now 
— the pandemic has 
taken less of a toll on the 
region’s economy than 
initially feared.

For Navajo County, 
sales tax collection in 
August hit $709,000, a 
9% decline. In July, the 
$705,000 collected repre-

sented a 2% increase over 
the same period last year 
before anyone dreamed of 
a pandemic.

Apache County did even 
better. The $132,000 col-
lected in August represent-
ed a 7% increase and the 
$140,000 in July represent-
ed a 37% increase.

The figures indicated the 
economy in Apache and 
Navajo counties bounced 
back sharply from the low 
point in April and May, 
when the stay-at-home or-
der had the biggest impact.

Show Low Economic 
Development Director 
Steve North has spent a lot 
of time working the riddle 

of the economic impact of 
the pandemic. He believes 
that when the shutdown 
first hit, many people 
stocked up on necessi-
ties at grocery, discount 
and convenience stores 
— resulting in a surge in 
spending.

As the lockdown contin-
ued, people started using 
those federal stimulus 
checks on home improve-
ment projects, bolstering 
sales at Home Depot, 
Lowe’s, Walmart, Tractor 
Supply, CAL Ranch and 
others.

“Meanwhile, we moved 
into our peak summer 
season and have enjoyed 

unusually high visitor 
numbers — despite the 
pandemic. Fewer people 
are going out of state and 
international vacations and 
opting for in-state vaca-
tions. They’re vacationing 
in what they feel is a safer 
place — rural Arizona.”

Meanwhile, the number 
of new COVID-19 cases 
and deaths has contin-
ued to decline, with both 
counties now meeting the 
benchmarks for reopening 
schools and most business-
es. High risk businesses 
like gyms and bars still 
have some restrictions on 
the total number of people 
served at any one time.

Navajo County, as of 
Thursday, had just 15 new 
cases and 3 deaths. That 
has produced an overall 
rate of 5,081 cases per 
100,000 and 205 deaths. 
Apache County on Thurs-
day had 7 cases and 1 new 
death. That works out to a 
rate of 4,758 cases and 221 
deaths since the onset of 
the pandemic. Both coun-
ties went from one of the 
nation’s hot spots to a rate 
of new infections below 
the statewide average last 
week.

The sales tax figures 
obtained from the state by 

Apache, Navajo counties retail sales resist pandemic effects
Businesses 

holding their 
own – but help 
now dwindling

See BLESSED, Page 5

See COVID, Page 5

BY Laura SingLeTon
Staff Writer

SNOWFLAKE/TAYLOR — The Snowflake 
Unified School District (SUSD) and Navajo 
County Public Health Officials published a 
joint press release Friday, Sept. 18, to inform 
parents, staff and the community of six con-
firmed COVID-19 cases. Three of the cases 
were in students and the other three were in 
school staff.

The six cases are within a district that serves 
more than 2,500 students. Schools within the 
district include Taylor Elementary, Highland 

Primary, Snowflake Intermediate Schools, 
Snowflake Junior High School and Snowflake 
High School.

Snowflake schools began the new semester 
with in-person schooling and had been in ses-
sion for five weeks when the cases surfaced.

“ … staff members and students have stayed 
home when they have been feeling sick,” stated 
Snowflake USD superintendent Hollis J. Mer-
rell. “Some of them have chosen to get tested 
with the majority of them receiving negative 
tests. We thank them for being proactive and 
taking seriously the responsibility we each have 

to help minimize the spread of COVID-19.”
On the county side of things, public health 

nurses are using contact tracing to track posi-
tive cases and trace possible exposures stem-
ming from the confirmed cases. School staff are 
also making contact tracing calls.

“Contact tracing is crucial in stopping the 
chain of infection. If you are contacted by a 
Public Health Nurse, please answer the call and 
help break the chain of infection,” a Navajo 
County Public Health press release stated.

Snowflake schools confirm six COVID cases

See SNOWFLAKE, Page 3

NPC Educators awarded
See Page 7


