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Today: 75/44.
Sunny, gusts up to 
31 mph.  Satur-
day: 74/45. Sunny, 
mostly clear, gusts 
up to 30 mph. Sunday: 74/45. 
Sunny, mostly clear, some 
winds.
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BY Mike Leiby
Special to the Independent

SHOW LOW – A two-engine airplane 
on a very special Angel Flight West 
mission landed at the Show Low Airport 
Thursday afternoon, May 14, loaded with 
PPE to help the White Mountain Apache 
Tribe.

The mission was put together and 
arranged by the organization, With Love, 
from Strangers, which was founded by 
Pediatric Dr. Christina Thuet who is also 
the director of the organization.

Her husband, Dr. Wiley Thuet, is deeply 
involved with providing healthcare to the 
Navajo Nation.

He is at this time working both the 
Navajo and Hopi reservations to help with 
the COVID-19 outbreak.

With Love, From Strangers, is based in 
Salt Lake City, Utah near the South Valley 
Airport where pilot Matt Perkins picked 
up the medical cargo.

Perkins said he was eating breakfast at a 
small airport in the valley when he got the 
call that he was needed for the flight.

“I was almost finished with my break-
fast, so I said sure,” Perkins said adding 
that it was a no-brainer for him because 
after all, it was AFW asking for his help.

The Mitsubishi MU-2, flown by Per-
kins, landed at the airport a little after 1 
p.m. on the second legs of the mission to 
deliver the PPE to the White Mountain 
Apache Tribe reservation. Whiteriver is 
one of the outlying locations, in addition 
to the Navajo Nation reservation, most in 
need of surgical caps, physician gowns 
and other essential supplies for healthcare 
workers on the front lines. 

From Show Low, Perkins and his Mis-
sion Assistant, Jay Shepherd, would make 
their way back to the valley to be there 
Friday, May 15 to prepare for a weekend 
of relaxation.

Angel Flight West 
brings PPE to WMAT

Mike Leiby

Angel Flight West volunteers (from left) Missa Foy, Mission Assistant Jay Shep-
herd, Angel Flight West local representative Paula Inhelder, and pilot Mat Per-
kins, unload PPE at Show Low Airport that will be used on the White Mountain 
Apache Reservation to help stave off the coronavirus.See ANGEL FLIGHT, Page A5

BY barbara bruce
The Independent

SHOW LOW – Panel 47E, Line 
17 is where U.S. Army Staff Sgt. 
Dennis Michael Poteat’s name is 
engraved on the Vietnam Wall in 
Washington, D.C. Section 46, Site 
515 at Arlington National Cem-
etery is where he and U.S. Army 
1st Lt. Peter Joseph Gallo and 
U.S. Marine Capt. Roy Lee Griffin 
Jr. are buried together. All three 
were killed – burned to death — 

on March 30, 1968 in Quang Tri 
Province. Poteat. just two months 
shy of his 26 birthday, left behind 
a wife and two daughters.

Lisa Johnson, only three when 
her dad was killed, was one of 
those daughters. She learned at 
a very early age not to bring up 
anything about her dad because 
it made her mother sad. In fact, 
Lisa said her mother was never the 
same after his death. The 70s were 
turbulent times. She did not know 
what to say when kids asked about 

her father, so she made things up – 
like she was adopted or her parents 
were divorced, and she didn’t even 
know why.

“It was like growing up with a 
dirty little secret. I did know that 
talking about dads would silence 
a room in a heartbeat,” recalls 
Lisa. But, it didn’t stop her from 
wondering about her dad.

In school when they studied 
the history books, Lisa said there 
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This Male Broad Tailed Hummingbird prepares for the upcoming 
Memorial Day Holiday as he utilizes ‘Old Glory’ as his patriotic 
backdrop.

Saluting those who gave all

Lisa Johnson can proudly say, 
“My Dad was a hero.”
Killed at 25 in Vietnam, Dennis Michael Poteat was indeed a hero

Courtesy photo
Wondering for years about her father, U.S. Army Staff Sgt. 
Dennis Michael Poteat, who was killed in action in Vietnam 
when she was only three, Lisa Poteat Johnson visited 
his grave at Arlington National Cemetery and celebrated 
Father’s Day for the first time three years ago.

BY Laura SingLeton
The Independent

SHOW LOW – The 
Small Business Develop-
ment Center (SBDC) host-
ed by Northland Pioneer 
College Show is asking 
everyone to “PLEASE 
Buy Local”. “Before you 
log onto a website to order 
everyday products like pet 
food, consider going to a 
local store in your area,” 
urges SBDC’s business 
analyst Richard Chanick.

“About six weeks ago 
we (SBDC) foresaw that, 
at some point, we would be 
coming out of the pandemic 

closures and at that point 
we would all need each 
other,” he explains. “In 
response, we developed our 
‘PLEASE Buy Local’ pro-
gram that we have started 

rolling out to our region.”
Chanick and his col-

leagues at the SBDC 
understand the impact of 

‘Please Buy Local’ 
program kicks off 

this weekend
Created by 

Small Business 
Dev Center

Starting this Friday, May 22, you will see yellow flags 
and banners in Alpine, Greer, Heber-Overgaard, Hol-
brook, Pinetop-Lakeside, Show Low, Snowflake-Tay-
lor, Springerville-Eagar, St. Johns and Winslow.

See Hero, Page A5

See Buy Local, Page A5


