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Decorating cakes and cookies at Eddie’s Country Store in Pinetop-Lake-
side has become an annual event at Halloween. Kids came in to trick or 
treat throughout the departments of the store and to purchase a cake or 
cookie and make it their own special treat. See additional photos of Hal-
loween events, Page 2.
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3-day weather forecast
Tuesday: 54/19.Sunny, breezy with wind 
gusts as high as 45 
mph.
Wednesday: 37/11. A 
10% chance of snow 
showers otherwise 
sunny and windy.
Thursday: 45/21. Sunny and clear.
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SHOW LOW — “This is the place,” 
Brigham Young said when he and his 
pioneers looked out over the Great Salt 
Lake Valley in 1847. By contrast, in 
1878 when Morman pioneer Thomas 
Jefferson Adair looked over a hollow 
now in Show Low, he should have said, 
“There is no way that this is the place.” 
But he didn’t, and thus began the 
ill-fated settlement of Adair.

Abandoned in 1906, Adair is now 
at the bottom of Fool Hollow Lake, 
two miles northwest of Show Low. 
Its empty structures fell to the inun-
dation of the hollow in 1957 when 
the State of Arizona and the Army 
Corp of Engineers built a dam on 
Show Low Creek.

Life was tough and short in 
Adair. One of the structures claimed by 
the lake was called the “smallpox house,” 

a place to quarantine victims of small-
pox, diptheria and scarlet fever — fatal 
diseases that had no cure and no doctors to 
treat them.

“There was a lot of death there,” says 
Clair Thomas, director of the Show Low 
Historical Muse-
um.

The only rem-
nant left of the 
settlement is the 
Adair Cemetery 
off Old Linden 
Road. The weath-
ered grave markers 
honor the deceased, some of whom lived 
only nine years, two years, one day. The 
names of their descendants now adorn 
street signs in Show Low.

There were 12 families in total who set-
tled in the hollow in 1879 — all Mormon 
pioneers tasked with settling the area. For 
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APACHE COUNTY — 
Two small wildfires were 
discovered Sunday, October 
27, in the morning on the 
Apache-Sitgreaves National 
Forests (ASNF) near Vernon.

As of Monday morning, 
both fires were “basically 
contained,” according to Ver-
non Fire Chief Dave Niehuis. 
Wildland fire crews from 
Vernon Fire District assisted 
with the fires.

The Antelope Fire was 
located just a few miles 
southwest of Vernon, near 
Forest Service Road 3 and 
Forest Service Road 4. The 
fire was at about 81 acres 
on Monday, and the perim-
eter of the fire was secured 
and was being patrolled. 
Three engines, one hand 

The ghost of Adair
Blue Lady said to haunt the lake

Some monu-
ments in Adair 
cemetery are 

very specific and 
helpful to under-
standing those 

times. 
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“There was a lot 
of deaths there.”

Clair Thomas
 Show Low Historical 

Museum director
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WHITE MOUNTAINS 
— What a mess. And what 
a challenge.

That’s what jumps out 
from the Forest Service’s 
newly released study of 
the environmental impacts 
of a proposal to thin and 
burn 1.4 million acres in 
Rim Country and the White 
Mountains.

Across that vast land-
scape, the trees are stunted, 
potential crown fires and 
mistletoe infestations 
threaten 75 percent of the 
forest, streams, springs 
and meadows have dried 
up, species face extinc-
tion, aspen are vanishing 
and forested towns face 
catastrophe, according to 
the just-released environ-
mental impact statement on 
the Rim Country and White 
Mountains 4-Forests Resto-
ration Initiative (4FRI).

The analysis focuses 
on the plan to log and thin 
900,000 acres and reintro-
duce low-intensity, man-
aged fire on about 1 million 
acres, with some of those 
categories overlapping. 
The Forest Service hopes 
to play God, restoring the 

wildly out-of-balance eco-
systems of a once stately, 
fire-adapted forest. The 
release this month of the 
700-page Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement 
(EIS) starts a 90-day 
comment period, with the 
hope the Forest Service can 
award thinning contracts in 
the spring.

It’s the second phase of 
the landscape-scale 4-For-
ests Restoration Initiative. 
The first portion completed 
a million-acre analysis five 
years ago — mostly fo-
cused on the forests around 
Flagstaff and the Grand 
Canyon.

The Rim Country project 
includes millions of acres 
along the Mogollon Rim 
and near the communities 
of Happy Jack, Payson, 
Young, Heber-Overgaard, 
Show Low and Pine-
top-Lakeside.  But the 
project has more than local 
significance.

Forest managers and 
communities across the 
West are keeping their 
eye on 4FRI because the 
approach represents the 
best chance of keeping 
forests from burning to 
the ground and destroying 
communities. The massive 
assessment streamlines the 
process without waiving 
or gutting environmental 
protections. As a result, it 
offers a model for sav-
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ALPINE – Big changes have 
occurred for the fire districts of Nu-
trioso and Alpine. As of October 16, 
the districts have consolidated into 
one: the Alpine Fire District. The 

decision, approved by both fire dis-
trict boards, should improve services 
in the two communities and maybe 
even lower costs for residents.

The consolidation process began 
about three years ago, when several 
seats on the Nutrioso board turned 
over during a contentious period for 

the district during the 2016 election. 
The election occured just months 
after an intergovernmental agree-
ment (IGA) was made with Alpine 
Fire District to receive “operational 
management.”

“Basically, the Alpine fire de-
partment was our fire department,” 
Ed Coleman, fomer chairman for 
the Nutrioso Fire District Board of 
Directors said in an interview. But, 
while the district firefighters and 
staff worked together under Alpine’s 
Fire Chief, Travis Noth, each de-
partment still maintained their own 
contracts for attorneys, auditors, and 
they maintained separate tax bases 
and board of directors.

“Our fire stations are only 9 miles 
apart. Our districts share a common 
border,” Coleman said. Having 
already combined their operations, 
the newly-elected board of Nutrioso 
began to explore a possible merger 
or consolidation with Alpine.

“At that time, Alpine was not 
in favor of it. There was too much 
history and too many unknowns 
with the status of the Nutrioso fire 
district. So, we kept working on it 
over the course of a couple years,” 

Forest Service 
offers sweeping 
plan to save our 

endangered 
forests

Widely spaced mature ponderosa pine forests resist fire 
better and conserve groundwater, according to studies.

Nutrioso Fire District 
consolidates with Alpine

Courtesy photo
The Alpine Fire Station. The Alpine and Nutioso fire districts have 
consolidated as of October 15.

See GHOST OF ADAIR, Page 2

See CONSOLIDATION, Page 4

See 4FRI, Page 4

Two 
wildfires 
brought 
under 
control

See WILDFIRES,    
Page 4

4FRI seeking 
answers to a 

burning question

A spooky 
good time


