
Above: Show Low 
Police Chief Joe Shelley 
(left) and Timber Mesa 
Fire and Medical District 
Chief Bryan Savage 
(right) read the classic 
Christmas story, “Polar 
Express” to children 
during the annual Show 
Low Public Library 
Polar Express Night 
Friday, Dec. 20. There 
were approximately 300 
tickets sold for the three 
magical readings. At left: 
A mother and baby get 
their tickets punched for 
the reading.

OUTDOORS:  
Test your garden soil 

with contributor Vicki Matsumonji 
See PAGE B2
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3-day forecast
Today: 34/23. Snow showers 
with gusty winds as 
high as 26 mph.
Saturday: 29/13.  A 
50% chance of snow 
showers, partly sunny, 
gusty winds.
Sunday: 33/15. Sunny to partly cloudy. 
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WHITE MOUNTAINS 
— “Christmas won’t be 
Christmas without any 
presents,” said the very 
outspoken Jo, in Louisa 
Mae Alcott’s “Little Wom-
en.” But, those of us that 
understand the meaning of 
Christmas know that some 
of the most memorable 
gifts we receive do not 
come wrapped or placed 
under a tree. As a matter of 
fact, author Janice Mae-
ditere said, “Christmas is 
not as much about opening 
our presents as opening our 
hearts.”

Several White Mountain 
residents received un-

wrapped gifts this year that 
opened their hearts.

Aaron Hatch of Taylor
“As I thought about the 

gifts I’ve received this 
year, I tried to recall each 
wrapped box and tissue 
paper filled bag, but found 
myself side-tracked by 
much simpler things. I’m 
distracted by experiences 
that I’d forgotten, and at 
the time didn’t consider 
gifts; a phone call from a 
friend to ask how I’m feel-
ing, a sincere compliment, 
an invitation to lunch, 
spending time talking 
and laughing about silly 
things, quiet conversations 
about serious things. I’m 
reminded that the people 

around me give the gift of 
their time each and every 
day. This year the best gift 
I received was love and 
friendship and the gift of 
quality time.”

Jeff Farmer of Vernon
“I have so many won-

derful blessings this year, 
it is hard to pick a favorite, 
but there was a picture, a 
very close friend shared 
with me. It was a picture 
of the West sky, this past 
spring, just 2 weeks after 
my mother past away, 
at 88 yrs old, leaving 4 
children, several grand-
children and a number of 
great grandchildren. The 
picture was of some really 
beautiful cloud formations, 
right about sunset. In 

BY Peter aleshire
Special to the Independent

APACHE & NAVAJO COUN-
TIES — The Hopi believe eagles 
carry prayers essential to the surviv-
al of all things up to the spirit world.

So they’re not at all sure how to 
feel about a massive wind farm 
that will dramatically reduce 
pollution and save groundwater 
– at the cost of killing eagles and 
other birds sacred to the Hopi.

Two Hopi elders voiced their 
concerns recently when the 
Navajo Board of Supervisors 
approved a 42,000-acre wind 
farm near Winslow.

“We have cultural sites here on 
top of Chevelon Peak and all along 
the Mogollon Rim,” said Hopi 
Tribal Council member Clifford 
Qotsaquahu. “Our primary concern 
is as stewards of this land. We hold 
a true fate to our Creator and also to 
the animals who this Earth belonged 

to initially.”
Studies suggest in the past 40 

years the existing fields of windmills 
elsewhere may have killed as many 
as 2000 bald and golden eagles, 
who fly into the spinning blades.

Qotsaquahu understood the en-
vironmental benefits of wind power 
and even the jobs the wind farm 
will create – as well as the lease pay-
ments to ranchers that will preserve 
another traditional lifestyle.

“They’re an eyesore,” he said of 
an existing wind farm near Moab. 
“But it’s amazing to have these 
great big things standing up and 
making power. I don’t know how 
many flying animals have been 
killed. I know this area is populat-
ed by crows. You know why you 
see crows on the road but they 
never get run over by cars?” he 
added, deadpan. “Usually because 
there’s a crow further on down 
hollering ‘car, car, car.’”

That got a big laugh from the 

crowded board of supervisors meet-
ing room.

Hopi Tribal Council member 
Dale Singua also spoke about the 
likely toll on wildlife when the 
wind farm goes into operation in 
the next few years, with the 700-
foot tall blades spinning at 30 to 
50 miles an hour.

He said the project developers 
did not sufficiently consult the 
Hopi wildlife office, which has 
unmatched expertise when it 
comes to eagles.

Hopi clans have exclusive 

rights to eagle nesting sites, which 
they monitor carefully. They have 
unique permits to take a strictly 
limited number of the young eagles, 
which they raise in the village for a 
year or more with careful prayer and 
ceremony. They ceremonially kill 
the eagles and carefully harvest their 
feathers, which are critical in many 
Hopi ceremonies. The Hopi believe 
that their prayers remain critical in 
holding back the destruction of this 
– the Fourth World – and that the 

Poses ‘moderate to high’ risk to threatened golden eagles
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The Dry Lake Wind Power Proj-
ect, located north of Snowflake, 
consists of 30 wind turbines 
which provide power to Salt Riv-
er Project. It was constructed in 
2009 and was the Arizona’s first 
utility-scale wind farm. NextEra 
is now pursiong a 100-megawatt 
wind project east of Springer-
ville in New Mexico.

Hopi leery of impact 
on sacred eagles

WIND FARM PROJECT

BY BarBara Bruce
The Independent

PINETOP-LAKESIDE 
— The Pinetop-Lakeside 
Sanitary District’s (PLSD) 
Nov. 13 board meeting 
listed as an agenda item, 
“Discussion and possible 
action regarding the Rotary 
Biomixer and the demoli-
tion of or possible sale of 
the equipment.” The min-
utes, which were posted 
after they were approved at 
the Dec. 11, board meeting, 
stated, “By consensus there 
was no action taken.” That 
was not what circulated in 
the community following 
the November meeting. 
As a result, the December 
meeting was filled with 
concerned people who 

came to listen and/or to be 
heard.

In a Dec. 8, Facebook 
post on Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors in the White 
Mountains’ page, a post by 
Larry Rom wrote, “Want 
to ask if you have heard 
that the Pinetop-Lakeside 
Sanitary District (PLSD) 
Board of Directors voted to 
shut down the digester at 
the Nov. 2019 PLSD Board 
meeting? I can barely 
believe this is happening, 
and have been in shock 
since I heard the news. 
What a waste of $3.4M 
of taxpayers money, AND 
a successful community 
recycling outlet. I think the 
public should demand an 
explanation and, hopefully, 
a re-vote. I’m organizing a 

“Save the Digester” group. 
Our group has come up 
with 31 comments/ques-
tions for PLSD Board at 
(the) next PLSD Board 
Mtg. This particular meet-
ing is at 6 p.m. Dec. 11. 
We will speak during their 
“Call to the Public” (when 
each person is allowed 3 
minutes to speak). We need 
concerned citizens to help 
show support and to help 
us present the questions 
by reading some of them 
during the Call to the Pub-
lic. If you are a concerned 
citizen, as I believe you 
are, can you help us?”

The Dec. 11 meeting 
was packed. Ten people 
came forward to speak at 
Call to the Public, the first 
being Gary Atkin, who 
is retired from 40 years in 

No gift wrap needed
Local residents open their hearts 

instead of presents

Save the Digester
Sanitary Board hears 

from 10 at Call to the Public
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More Information 
According to Wikipedia: is a 2004 American computer-animated ad-
venture film based on the 1985 children’s book of the same name by 
Chris Van Allsburg, who also served as one of the executive producers 
on the film. Co-written, co-produced and directed by Robert Zemeckis, 
the film features human characters animated using live-action motion 
capture animation. The film tells the story of a young boy who, on 
Christmas Eve, sees a mysterious train bound for the North Pole stop 
outside his window and is invited aboard by its conductor (Tom Hanks). 
The boy joins several other children as they embark on a journey to 
visit Santa Claus preparing for Christmas. The film stars Tom Hanks, 
who was also one of the film’s executive producers, in multiple dis-
tinct roles, with Daryl Sabara, Nona Gaye, Jimmy Bennett and Eddie 
Deezen in supporting roles. The film also includes a performance by 
Tinashe at age 9, as the CGI model for the female protagonist …
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