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New Snowflake residents?
Mule deer by Silver Creek in Snowflake. Resident Deb Vaughn said seeing these deer brought a lot of joy to 
people during the holidays. She still sees them on her way home from work, but says they are out other times 
as well. Vaughn says she thinks they have made Snowflake their home. Add those to the census.
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3-day forecast
Today: 45/24. A 
slight chance of rain 
and snow showers, 
gusty winds.
Saturday: 51/29. 
Mostly sunny turning mostly 
cloudy in the evening.
Sunday: 47/28. Partly sunny.
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NAVAJO COUNTY — 
The public is demanding 
answers from Apache-
Sitgreaves National Forests 
(ASNF) leaders, as even 
more wild horse were 
found dead early this week.

The Independent was 
provided an unofficial 
update in a brief phone call 
with the ASNF press team 
on Tuesday, Jan. 14. The 

agency was in the process 
of meeting with region-
al and possibly national 
levels of Forest Service 
administration that same 
afternoon concerning the 
horses. Forest Service 
sources provided addi-
tional details on Thursday 

morning in advance of a 
press release they planned 
to make public on Thurs-
day or Friday.

Discoveries made by 
hiker and horse advocate

Forest Service sources 
confirmed that a total of 

15 horses have been found 
dead since Thursday, Jan. 
9. Of the 15, evidence of 
gunshots were found in 12.

Eight were found on Jan. 
9, and seven were found on 
Jan. 12.

On Thursday, Jan. 9 
a hiker came across one 
deceased horse and called 
the state Game and Fish 
Department who immedi-
ately contacted the Forest 
Service, prompting the 
latest investigation.

That same day, Forest 
Service Law Enforcement 
officers and equine experts 
confirmed the discovery of 
eight dead horses, “with 
preliminary indications 
of deaths due to gunshot 
wounds.”

On Sunday, Jan. 12, a 

hiker found one dead horse 
which was first believed 
to be a domestic horse that 
was dumped. “Upon com-
pletion of the necropsies 
(Wednesday), the horse 
believed to have been 
a domestic horses was 
determined to have been 
part of a band,” said Forest 
Service sources.

On Sunday morning, 
five more horses were 
found by a horse advo-
cate group member riding 
horseback who came 
across the carcasses. Forest 
Service Law Enforce-
ment was notified and 
confirmation made. Then, 
on Sunday afternoon, a 
hiker found another, single, 
deceased horse which was 
confirmed by officials and 

added to the total.
Predators had dam-

aged four of the 15 recent 
carcasses so they were “too 
predated to make a deter-
mination” about the cause 
of death. All 15 of the dead 
horses were found outside 
of the Heber Wild Horse 
Territory on the Black 
Mesa Ranger District and 
were several miles apart 
according to the Forest 
Service.

“That increases the wild 
horse deaths to 15 (8 from 
Thursday and 7 from Sun-
day) since January 2020,” 
according to the Forest 
Service.

If the count is accurate, 

BY rt Lynch
The Independent

APACHE COUNTY — On Jan. 6, 2020, 
Apache County resi-
dent Denise Blackwood, 
45, was charged in the 
St Johns Justice Court 
with 10 felonies alleging 
animal cruelty. She is 
presumed by law to be 
innocent.

The events which led 
up to the charges allegedly 
occurred between Aug. 
27, and Oct. 21, 2019, in 
Concho. There, Apache 
County deputies on Oct. 
21 reportedly found dead one mastiff-type dog 
that an officer said he recognized as belonging 
to Blackwood, another small dog dead in a wire 
kennel, five dead dogs in a steel Connex-type 
container, a skeleton of a small dog under boxes, 
two dead rabbits, one dead goat and one goat still 
alive. If convicted, Blackwood could receive years 
in prison.

Police have had contact with Blackwood before 
at different locations, and the prior contacts all 

BY Peter aLeShire
Special to the Independent

NAVAJO & APACHE 
COUNTIES — The Ari-
zona Commerce Authority 
has awarded a grant to 
help string a high-speed, 
fiber optic line that could 
help reduce the chance 
of outages in the White 
Mountains.

The project grant of 
up to $1 million will go 
to Sparklight, formerly 
Cable One. The company 
is already laying a new, 
high-speed line from He-
ber down to Payson, which 
could ultimately reduce 
the risk of outages in the 
White Mountains.

Sparklight partnered 
with the MHA Founda-
tion in Payson to string 
the new line, which can 
carry up to 2 gigabytes per 
second. The MHA Foun-
dation provided some $2 
million to get the project 
started, which means it is 
“shovel ready,” one of the 
requirements for the state 
construction grant, which 
has a cap of $1 million. 
The company will have to 
front the money, with pay-
ment coming later from 
the state.

If the Sparklight line is 
connected to the existing 
CenturyLink line running 
from Phoenix to Payson 
through Camp Verde, 
the new line could also 
complete a loop to provide 
redundant service to the 
area. If that happens, the 
region would be largely 

freed from the prolonged 
outages that have ham-
pered businesses and 
economic development.

Both the Apache County 
and Navajo County ofi-
cials have said redundant, 

high-speed internet con-
nections are crucial to eco-
nomic development – both 
to lure new businesses and 
attract “telecommuters” – 
who can live in rural areas 
but remain connected to 
freelancing and “gig econ-
omy” jobs in urban areas.

In addition, the federal 

government has provided 
millions in added fund-
ing to string new, high-
speed lines to schools and 
libraries, including many 
in Navajo and Apache 
counties.

Currently, Arizona 
Public Service (APS) 
plans to string a line on 
existing power poles from 
Phoenix to its coal-fired 
power plant near Joseph 
City – between Holbrook 
and Winslow. That line 
could also connect to 
both the new Sparklight 
line as well as the ex-
isting network in the 
White Mountains. The 
communities of the White 
Mountains mostly sit at 
the end of a one-way line, 
which means a break in 
the line anywhere between 
the White Mountains and 
Phoenix can produce a 
long outage.

If Sparklight can com-
plete the new line and 
connect to the APS line, 
a break on one part of 
the line would instantly 
re-route the signal to the 
other part of the loop, 
preventing an outage while 
the break is repaired.

Gila County has 
launched an effort to 
determine whether it could 
play a role in spread-
ing the signal from such 
new, high-speed lines 

ACA grant will help make 
broadband connections

Concho woman 
charged for 

animal cruelty
10 felony counts for dead, 

abused animals

Blackwood

See BLACKWOOD, Page A7

See BROADBAND, 
Page A7

More horses found dead, USFS leaders meet

A yearling walks with 
mares in a band of 
Heber Wild Horses on 
the Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forests.

Laura Singleton
The Independent 

See HORSES,       
Page A7

BY Peter aLeShire
Special to the Independent

ARIZONA — A a controversial bill to limit 
sex education classes proposed by Sen. Sylvia 
Allen (R-Snowflake) this week was pulled — at 
least for now.

The bill would have not only continued the current 
stress on abstinence-only sex education, but added 
new components trying to convince teens to ‘return to 
abstinence” if they had become sexually active.

SB 1082 would also have prohibited any sex educa-
tion before the seventh grade while stressing “sexual 
risk avoidance rather than sexual risk reduction.”

Senate President 
Karen Fann pulled the 
bill on Tuesday, saying 
it needed work. It’s 
unclear whether Sen. 
Allen will at some point 
reintroduce the bill. 
Fann said lawmakers 
hope for a quick session 
in an election year, 
which would mean 
avoiding divisive bills 

Sen Allen’s sex ed 
bill pulled from 
consideration

Sen. Allen
See SEX ED, 

Page A9


