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Applewood 
Smoked Bacon 
Cheeseburger
With fries and medium drink
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3-day forecast
Today: 78/50. 
Breezy, mostly clear, 
gusts up to 34. 
Wednesday: 80/55. 
Sunny, mostly clear. 
Thursday: 77/56. 30% chance of 
thunderstorms & showers.
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BY Karen WarnicK
The Independent

WHITE MOUNTAINS — If you 
happened to be awake early in the 
morning over the weekend, you 
would have seen 16 hot air balloons 
floating overhead in Pinetop-Lakeside 
and Show Low.

The 3rd Annu-
al White Moun-
tain Hot Air 
Balloon Festival 
was the only one 
of its kind in the 
country so far 
this summer as 
all other events 
were cancelled 
including the 
famous one in 
Albuquerque.

Sixteen balloon owners showed up 
from Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, 
and Arizona to get a chance to fly. 
More wanted to come but had to be 
turned away.

Setting off from the Mountain 

Meadow Recreation area on Wood-
land Road, the balloons sailed over 
Rainbow and Show Low lakes and 
headed towards Show Low Airport. 
To the thrill of spectators at each of 
the lakes, many of the pilots touched 
their balloons down on the water.

“I was chomping at the bit to get 
up in the air,” said Nancy 
Aubol-Hanks who is from 
Albuquerque. “It puts a 
smile on my face. You 
feel like you’re being held 
up by the hand of God as 
the earth moves under-
neath you.” She has been 
flying hot air balloons for 
38 years.

“I was told I couldn’t 
do it because it was a 
boy’s sport. Don’t tell me 
I can’t do something.”

Hector Corrominas is from San 
Antonio, Texas and said it was his 
first time at this event. He has been 
flying balloons for 12 years.

Hot air balloons float over White Mountains

Karen Warnick/The Independent
Rainbow Lake residents and visitors were treated to 2 of the 16 hot air balloons 
hovering low over the water. All the pilots touch their baskets to the water before 
flying higher.

“It puts a smile on my 
face. You feel like you’re 
being held up by the 
hand of God as the earth 
moves underneath you.”

Nancy Aubol-Hanks, hot air
 balloon pilot
Albuquerque

See BALLOONS, Page 2

BY Peter aleshire
Special to The Independent

NAVAJO COUNTY — 
The Navajo County Board 
of Supervisors this week 
unanimously approved yet 
another RV park in Heber.

AJ’s Gateway RV Park 
will offer 43 RV camp sites 
and 30 spaces for RV and 
boat storage on 15 acres 
at the northeast corner of 
Highway 277 and Buckskin 
Road.

The supervisors ap-
proved a special use permit, 
the first step in a long pro-
cess that will include later, 
detailed plans for drainage, 
sewage, water, power and 
other key details.

The owners will live 
onsite in an existing house. 

Navajo County approves 
43-site RV camp in Heber 

Photo courtesy of Navajo County Board of Supervisors
The Navajo County Board of Supervisors this week unanimously 
approved AJ’s Gateway RV Park. It will offer 43 RV camp sites and 30 
spaces for RV and boat storage on 15 acres at the northeast corner of 
Highway 277 and Buckskin Road. The special use permit was the first 
step in a long process.

See RV CAMP, Page 5

BY hoWard Fischer 
Capitol Media Services

PHOENIX — Gov. Doug 
Ducey discusses Thursday the 
increasing number of Arizonans 
infected with COVID-19 and 
how the only way to turn that 
around is more people staying 

home and wearing face masks.
Gov. Doug Ducey is defend-

ing indoor political rallies with 
thousands of people without 
masks, even as he admitted the 
only way Arizona will stop the 
upward trend of infections is if 
people mask up and stay home.

Governor urges 
residents 

to stay home

See STAY HOME, Page 5

BY BarBara Bruce
The Independent

PINETOP-LAKESIDE — Representa-
tives for Smith Bagley, Inc. d/b/a Cellular 
One of North East AZ, appeared before 
the Planning and Zoning Commission on 
June 25 with two requests, both requiring 
public hearings. The first request was for 
a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to erect 
a cellphone/EMS tower on property at 
Mountain Meadow Recreation Complex 
(MMRC) on Woodland Lake Road, and 
the second, for a Variance review for that 
tower to be 80 feet higher than the 100 
feet allowed by town code.

Community Development Director 
Cody Blake explained that the tower 

would be located in the back parking lot 
of MMRC in the southeast corner, behind 
the existing garbage enclosure. He said 
the property is zoned R-Low (Residential, 
Low Density) which allows for wireless 
communication facilities with towers up 
to 100 feet.

The tower is needed to improve cell 
phone service in the area to alleviate 
dropped calls which include EMS and 911 
calls. The tower would also be designed 
as a co-location tower, allowing other 
companies onto the tower.

Blake explained that though it is nor-
mal to send out letters to property owners 
that are within 300 feet of the proposed 

P&Z approves 180’ 
cell tower in Lakeside

Barbara Bruce/The Independent
Judging by the long line of traffic going into Mountain Meadows Recreation 
Complex in Lakeside on Saturday evening, June 27, the Balloon Glow was a 
huge success. Almost like Christmas lights flashing on and off, the glow of the 
balloons lit up the sky and soothed parched souls who were happy to get get 
out of the house in a safe social distancing way for something good. The Third 
Annual White Mountains Balloon Festival may have been postponed until 
2021 but at least having the GLOW this year was a welcomed plus for the 
White Mountain Community.

See P & Z, Page 5
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