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Paul Moro Stadium dedication
Blue Ridge High School’s football stadium will be officially 
renamed Paul Moro Stadium during halftime of tonight’s 
season-opening game against Winslow. Moro, pictured 
at right, encouraged his players during a 17-7 win against 
River Valley in the 2013 Division 4 state championship, is 
the state’s winningest high school football coach. He died 
in January. Kickoff for tonight’s game is set for 7 p.m.
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3-day weather  forecast
Friday: 83/59. A 40% chance of showers and 
thunderstorms, mainly 
after noon. Partly sunny.
Saturday: 86/59. A 20% 
chance of showers and 
thunderstorms after 
noon otherwise mostly 
sunny.
Sunday: 87/59. Sunny and mostly clear.

Outdoors
Beneficial insects. Calling 

in the assassins! with 
contributor Vicki Matsumonji

see Page B2

Springerville Rib Burn BBQ preview
see Page A2
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BY Laura SingLeton
The Independent

PINETOP — One late morning in mid July a 
Lakeside couple who live near the Rim Road had 
a unexpected Sunday visitor. To their surprise, 
it turned out to be a one-week old, long-legged, 
underweight foal who repeatedly approached and 
retreated from their home.

The colt, who had apparently crossed a downed 
section of fence, was ever so cautious. Under-
standably so, since he appeared to have sustained 
serious injury to his neck.

“We didn’t discover him, he discovered us,” 
assures the couple who prefered not to give their 
names. “We’ve lived here full-time for about 
two years and this has never happened before,” 

explained the homeowner.
“That morning I had heard there was an injured 

horse so we assumed it might have been from the 
barbed wire fence that separates the road from the 
reservation,” said the resident. “I looked outside 
later saw a horse wandering around between our 
yard and our neighbor’s yard. Eventually, we tried 
to convince him to come closer but he kept taking 
off, running back into the forest.”

At one point, the resident says 
the foal came close enough to see 
that he “had a big slash on his 
neck.” She also described the colt 
as “just skin and bones.”

“My husband and I just knew 
he wasn’t going to last another 
night out there, so I called my 
sister and asked her what I should 
do,” she explains. “My sister and 
her husband came over but by that 
time, he was nowhere in sight. He 
eventually wandered back and the 
neighbor kids were trying to coax 
him with a carrot, an apple and a 
bowl of water but he was just too 
scared,” she adds.

By this time it was getting to be 
afternoon and it was hot, accord-
ing to the residents. When they 
next looked for the lonely colt 
“he was licking water off of our 
propane tank so we knew he was 
thirsty.”

Sometime after that, the cou-
ple’s son came over for supper. 
Sometime during the meal “we 
heard a little ‘thunk thunk’ and 
discovered the little horse trying 
to come up onto our porch,” says 
the couple.

“Our son is an animal lover 
so he sat down on the porch for 
about an hour trying to get the 
colt to come closer,” she con-
tinues. “It started to rain but our 
son stayed out there and started 
singing to the little guy. The song 
was about a Russian man and his 
horses.”

The foal finally came close 
enough that the son was able to 
touch him and offer him more 

water. “He tried to drink and was hacking; I’m not 
sure he really knew how to drink like that yet,” 
says the resident.

Eventually her son got a soft rope on the foal 
and gently guided him into their back yard which 
was fenced. The family contacted Deena Pace of 

BY BarBara Bruce
The Independent

SNOWFLAKE – In an email 
to the Independent in early 
August, new Snowflake resident 
James Lang was seeking help 
to find the owner of cremains 
(a cremated person’s remains) 
which he discovered in the 
only structure on the property 
he purchased east 
of Snowflake. That 
structure was a shed 
with a master-type 
lock on it to which 
he had no key. There 
may or may not be a 
happy ending to this 
story, but there is an 
opportunity to help 
others avoid aban-
doned or unclaimed 
remains.

When Lang 
arrived to his newly 
purchased property, 
it had been vacant 
for a couple of 
years. It was strewn 
with some beer cans 
that had obviously 
been used for target 
practice. The door to 
the shed had writing 
etched on it which 
read, “If I find you I 
will kill you.” Lang 
calls that the welcome note.

Lang, a lawyer from Illinois, 
had not seen the property he pur-
chased online, except through 
Google Earth. Having brought 
his camp trailer to live in until 
he purchased a home, getting the 
shed open was not a priority. He 
felt there probably had been a 
home on the property since there 
was a well and septic tank and 
plumbing leading to the locked 
shed.

When his home arrived, the 
shed was a conversation piece 
and a worker cut the lock off for 
him. When he eventually ven-
tured into the shed, he found an 
old Servel gas-powered refrig-

erator inside, along with some 
other things. When he opened 
the freezer of the Servel, on the 
top shelf he discovered a box 
covered with a label which read, 
“Ocean View Cemetery, Sunset 
Park, Eureka, California, No. 
C-19586-C, Cremains of Eliza-
beth L. Schultz; Born March 27, 
1914; Died February 26, 1981; 
Service, February 27, 1981.”

“It was a cardboard box,” said 
Lang. “It was all weathered. I 
shook it and said ‘there is some-
thing in there.’ I don’t know if it 
is in plastic. I didn’t open it.”

“I checked with the law and 
when the deputies came out, I 
said, ‘Here she is,’ explained 
Lang. “I thought they would 
take it to the lost and found,” but 
they said it was now his personal 
property.

In his email to the Indepen-
dent Lang wrote, “I checked 
with the realtor who I purchased 
from and she said the previous 
owner had no knowledge. The 

BY Peter aLeShire
Special to the Independent

WHITE MOUNTAINS — Alas, the political 
debate about how to save the forest and the peo-
ple in it reflects all the anger, finger-pointing and 
bafflement of our times.

The recent forest health conference in Payson 
underscored that sad truth.

The conference called together lawmakers, local 
officials, loggers, state officials, Forest Service offi-
cials and a host of experts.

While they agreed on the urgency of the 
problem, often it seems like they talked past one 
another when it came down to the nuts and bolts 
of finding a solution.

The conference even played out the deep dif-
ferences revealed by the presence on the panel of 
two of the candidates for the District 6 senate and 
house seats in the 2020 elections representing the 
most endangered areas in Arizona – stretching from 
Flagstaff to Alpine.

Longtime Sen. Sylvia Allen laid the blame for 
the unhealthy state of the forest and the mounting 

Couple rescues week-old 
foal attacked by cougar

Equine WellBeing works round-the-clock

Photo courtesy of Christine Griffin
A couple named David and Ruth, having a colt of their own, 
sent Rimson a large teddy bear to keep him company, said 
Equine WellBeing Rescue founder Christine Griffin. “As he got 
stronger his wounds started to heal, he gained weight and 
grew taller. So many neck wounds — he had trouble swallow-
ing for quite a while.”

What to do with 
what remains

Man finds box of cremains on his property

The package containing the cremains 
of Elizabeth Schultz.

Politics shapes debate about 
restoring overgrown forests

Art Babbott is a Co-
cocnino County Super-
visor and a member of 
the 4FRI Stakeholders 
Group. He is running for 
a house seat in the state 
legislature in in District 
6 in 2020 as an Inde-
pendent. He was also a 
member of the panel at 
the recent forest health 
conference in Payson.

Photos by Peter Aleshire
State Forester and 
former Navajo County 
supervisor Dave Ten-
ney said that he would 
continue to advocate 
for a biomass electricity 
requirement from the 
Arizona Corporation 
Commission.
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