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HOLBROOK—Local authorities interdicted anoth-
er drug selling operation involving methamphetamine 
brought from the Valley and sold in Navajo and Apache 
counties. 

Chad Webster, 35, who used to work in Show Low, 
was sentenced in the Navajo County Superior Court for 
his role in the meth-selling criminal enterprise.

The case is eerily similar to the well-publicized drug 
ring activity that resulted in the shooting death of Show 
Low Police Officer Darrin Reed in November, 2016. In 
that case, seven persons, mostly local residents, hooked-
up with a meth dealer in the Valley and sold the drug 
around the Mountain, “from Concho to Lakeside,” said 
the prosecuting attorney at the time.

The Webster case involved an acquaintance of his, one 
Angel Omar Martinez-Sanchez, also 35, whom Webster 
met about 10 years ago when they both worked for an 
auto-salvage yard in Show Low. According to court re-

cords, Sanchez would bring from the Valley a staggering 
quantity of meth and Webster would sell it. 

During Webster’s sentencing hearing, he told the judge 
that beginning in around 2017, Webster would sell four 
to eight ounces of meth every other day. The street value 
of an ounce of meth is estimated to be around $2,000. For 
his trouble, Webster would make up to $1,000 per week, 
sometimes more, he said.

Details about his apprehension are sketchy, probably 
deliberately so, but sometime around the Fourth of July 
holiday last year, Webster was sitting in a parked car 
which had been given to him by Sanchez. An officer 
pulled up saying something about a report of a suspicious 
vehicle and ultimately found an ounce of meth in Web-
ster’s possession.

At the time, Webster was on probation for a 2015 
charge of misconduct with a weapon out of Navajo Coun-
ty. He cut a deal with the state and on the drug charge, 
pleaded guilty to participating in a criminal syndicate, 
a Class 2 felony. On August 8, in the Navajo County 
Superior Court, Webster was sentenced to five years of 
intensive probation and 12 months in jail. If he violates 
his probation, he could go to prison for up to 12.5 years.

Martinez-Sanchez was ultimately charged with a num-
ber of felonies related to the drug ring and in July 2019, 
pleaded guilty to a single charge of conspiracy to sell 
drugs, also a Class 2 felony. Martinez-Sanchez didn’t get 
off lightly — he is serving an eight year prison sentence 
for his involvement.
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3-day forecast
Tuesday: 72/43. Sunny and 
breezy, with 
gusts as high 
as 38 mph.
Wednesday: 73/43. Sunny, 
clear and windy, gusts as high 
as 18 mph.
Thursday: A 20 percent of 
showers, partly cloudy.
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Run to the Pines 
rolls into town

The 2019 Run to the Pines car show 
spread out under the wide blue sky with 
light winds on Saturday. The weekend fes-
tivities enjoyed pleasant temperatures. Car 
buffs of all ages enjoy Run to the Pines, 
but some need a boost for a better view. 
See additional photos of the Fall Festival 
on Page 2.
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BY PeTeR ALeshiRe
Special to the Independent

APACHE & NAVAJO 
COUNTIES — It’s the most 
common violent crime. It’s 
the most dangerous call for 
police. And it has baffled 
the court system.

Welcome to the tragic, 
confusing, contradictory 
world of domestic violence 
– and the uneven effort of 
the courts and police to 
respond to a social scourge.

The Navajo County 

Price change 
Newsstand cost 
of the Independent 
has increased 
to $1 effective today

County declares 
domestic violence 

month as grim 
statistics mount

Domestic 
violence 

rates rising

Board of Supervisors last 
week declared October 
Domestic Violence Month, 
with the Apache County 
boards of supervisors ex-
pected to follow suit.

The Navajo County 
proclamation called upon 
citizens to speak out 
against domestic violence 
and support local effort to 
assist victims of a crime 
that accounts for more 
assaults and murders than 
any other factor in the 
nation.

Some 21 percent of fe-
male high school students, 
43 percent of women in 
college and one in three 
women in their lifetime 
suffer physical or sexual 
abuse from a spouse or 
dating partner, according to 
national statistics.

Often, bystanders blame 
the victim.

Moreover, even if police 
arrest the alleged abuser – 
the conviction rate remains 
shockingly low. Judges 
dismiss some 38 percent 
of cases, according to one 
statewide study.

In Navajo and Apache 
counties, the documented 
conviction rate is only 
16 percent, according to 
a 2013 statewide tally, 
although the study could 
not track the outcomes 
of many cases. In Gila 
County, the conviction rate 
stood at about 22 percent, 
just above the statewide 
average.

The Navajo County 
resolution cited sobering 

statistics:
• Every day domestic 

violence hotlines national-
ly receive 20,000 calls

• Some 72 percent of all 
murder-suicides involve 
domestic violence.

• One in 15 children 
will suffer or witness 
domestic violence.

• Women account for 76 
percent of the victims of 
domestic violence.

• Some 50 percent of 
youth who suffer violence 
and rape also report a 

suicide attempt.
A study by the Arizona 

Criminal Justice Com-
mission found domestic 
violence arrests in Navajo 
County increased 53 
percent between 2000 and 
2010, the highest rate of 
increase in the state.

Statewide, the arrest 
rate stood at 396 per 
100,000 residents.

The Navajo County 
annual arrest rate ended up 
well behind the statewide 
average – 296 per 100,000 
residents. That compared 
to 212 in 2000.

Apache County’s arrest 
rate was even lower – 
about 110 per 100,000. 
That compared to 91 per 
100,000 in 2000.

Gila County’s rate 
was the highest in the 
region – 744 per 100,000, 
nearly twice the statewide 
average. The county’s rate 
actually declined slightly 
from the 760 reported in 
2000.

The arrest rate doesn’t 
necessarily reflect the 
incidence of domestic 
violence in a given county. 
Domestic violence arrest 
policies vary widely 
among different cities 
and counties. In some 
departments, officers are 
urged to arrest both parties 
even if there’s no clear-
cut evidence of violence 
when they arrive. In other 
departments, officers are 
trained to make an arrest 

Meth dealers convicted
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PINETOP-LAKESIDE 
— Last November the 
Town of Pinetop-Lakeside 
tabled the Billy Creek 
pedestrian bridge agenda 
item at the request of Pub-
lic Works Director Matt 
Patterson.

At the Sept. 19 council 
meeting the item was on 
the agenda again, this time 
moving forward. Rawlings 
Specialty Contracting, the 
only bid received in the 
amount of $1,266,485 was 
unanimously awarded the 
contract for the project 
which will begin once 
the Notice to Proceed is 
received.

Patterson requested the 
item be tabled last year 
because he learned that 

the Arizona Department 
of Transportation (ADOT) 
could possibly make a 
HURF (Highway User 
Revenue Fund) exchange 

for funding, allowing 
Pinetop-Lakeside to be 
in charge of the project 
instead of ADOT. ADOT 
approved the exchange 

and an invitation to bid 
was issued by the town on 
September 11.

Council awards $1.2M contract 
for Billy Creek pedestrian bridge

Barbara Bruce//The Independent
Pedestrian safety on the narrow lane of the Billy Creek Bridge has been a 
community concern since the Blue Ridge District extended its campus to Porter 
Mountain Road. The Pinetop-Lakeside Council has awarded the bid for con-
struction for a separate pedestrian bridge.

See STATISTICS, 
Page 17

See BRIDGE, Page 17


