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3-day forecast
Today: 62/28 Sunny. 
with gusts of 28 mph
Saturday: 65/40, 
Mostly clear with 
gusts as high as 30 mph. Sunday: 
63/38, Sunny and breezy,  with 
gusts as high as 31 mph
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BY RT Lynch
The Independent

ST JOHNS — In October, 2017 14-year-old 
Joshua Richardson was charged with murder-
ing TerryLynn Collins at her family’s retreat 
in Concho. After a long discovery process and 
three settlement conferences, the parties believed 
they had an agreement whereby Richardson 
would plead guilty to second degree murder and 
aggravated assault charges. The sentencing judge 
was to choose how much prison time Richardson 
would serve, ranging 
from five years to 25 
years.

But that agreement 
ran into trouble when, 
in order to have the 
five to 25 year range 
of incarceration 
available, the type 
of murder charge the 
defendant would plead 
to had to be reduced to 
lower than first degree 
murder, lower than 
second degree, lower 
than manslaughter, 
all the way down to 
negligent homicide. 

By pleading guilty to negligent homicide, 
Richardson would merely have to admit that he 
accidentally shot Mrs. Collins in the face in her 
own home, by mistake.

Ernest Collins, Jr., Mrs. Collins’ widower and 
her surviving family strongly objected, claim-
ing that such an arrangement was not what was 
promised them, and the Apache County Attor-
ney’s Office ultimately withdrew from the plea 
agreement. Collins told the Independent that the 
family would just rather go through a trial and 
finally get closure. The family has had more than 
enough court dates, negotiations, and the drawn-
out trauma of this long, tragic case.

Now, COVID-19
There is yet another case management 

conference set for April 6. But Richardson’s 
attorney, Cindy Castillo of Castillo Law PLLC 
from the Valley has filed a motion to release her 
client who is now 16, pending trial, citing the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the growing number 
of public health advisories which support such 
a move. Richardson, after all, has not been 
convicted of anything. The motion, obtained 
by the Independent, appears to be a standard, 
boiler-plate type motion that defense attorneys 
everywhere are probably filing for every one of 
their incarcerated, pre-trial defendants. Because 
they are lawyers, they have a sworn duty to work 
in their clients’ best interest, and the argument 
for release under the circumstances is not with-
out merit.

In addition, if a not-yet-sentenced client dies 
in jail from the coronavirus, the first inquiry will 
be whether the sheriff, jail, the county health 
agency etc. was negligent. But if a lawyer didn’t 
even try to get the inmate released, that may 
reflect poorly on the lawyer.

In Richardson’ case, he wants to stay in Flor-
ida with his grandfather until the case is con-
cluded. The prosecutor is expected to vigorously 
object; Collins certainly does. In the meantime, 
if the parties agree to take this long-pending case 
to a jury trial, it is unclear when a panel of po-
tential jurors can be assembled. Several dozens 
of potential jurors will be summoned in order to 
empanel a jury of 12, plus at least four alter-
nate jurors. In light of the new court guidelines 
restricting in-person contact in the courthouse, 
the prospect of that happening anytime soon is 
uncertain.

BY TRudy BaLcom
The Independent

NAVAJO COUNTY — Two individuals in 
southern Navajo County were identified this 
week as having tested positive for COVID-19. 
One was a patient at Summit Healthcare 
Regional Medical Center who transitioned to 
a Phoenix healthcare facility. The other is a 
member of the White Mountain Apache Tribe 
who is being cared for at Whiteriver Indian 
Hospital.

Health privacy laws do not allow detailed 
information to be released about patients who 
test positive.

“Now is the time for each and every one 
of us to do our part to slow the spread of the 
virus. We’re all in this together. We need to 
remain calm and take the necessary precau-
tions to protect our loved ones,” said Tribal 
Chairwoman Gwendena Lee-Gatewood in a 
press release regarding the Whiteriver case.

The case count Thursday in Navajo County 
was at 129 with about 622 people tested. 
Apache County had 19 cases with about 448 
people tested, according to the Arizona De-
partment of Health Services website.

Statewide, Arizona had 1,598 cases. About 
two weeks ago, on March 14, there were only 
12 cases reported across the entire state.

The appearance of the two cases in southern 
Navajo County came as Gov. Doug Ducey 
instituted a stay-at-home order that began on 
Tuesday, and after the state Director of Public 
Health Dr. Cara Christ, advised all Arizonans 
last week to consider that the COVID-19 virus 
is now widespread across the state. Schools 
across the state were ordered closed for the 
rest of the school year on Monday.

BY BaRBaRa BRuce
The Independent

WHITE MOUNTAINS – Prior 
to Pres. Donald Trump’s an-
nouncement to extend the social 
distancing guidelines on Sunday, 
March 29, and Arizona Gov. 
Doug Ducey’s March 30 stay-at-
home executive order, not many 
people in the White Mountains 
were practicing social distancing. 
People out and about last week 
posted on Facebook and shared 
with others in emails and in person 
that many in line at retail estab-
lishments were not adhering to the 
six foot separation rule, and were 
still gathering in crowds of more 
than ten.

This week, it is a different story 
and many Mountain businesses 
have taken steps to ensure their 
employees and the public are safe 
from exposure to and from the 
coronavirus.

Evidenced by the traffic and 
parking lots of local stores on 
Tuesday, a mad rush was taking 
place as people hurried to to get 
last-minute things accomplished 
before the Governor’s executive 
order was to go into effect at 
5 p.m.

With many businesses doors 
closed and people working from 

home, the Independent reached 
out to businesses it could easily 
get a response from to find out 
what steps they have taken and/or 
are implementing to honor social 
distancing. The businesses are 
listed in alphabetical order.

APS – Already with an emer-
gency plan in place, critical 
plant and operation centers have 
separated employees as much as 
possible for social distancing; their 
policy is only one employee per 
vehicle; employees are utilizing 
hand sanitizer and are allowing 
non-critical positions to work re-
motely; recommended guidelines 
by the World Health Organization 
and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol are being implemented to keep 
employees, customers and com-
munities safe; customer service is 
available by phone and Internet.

Car Quest – All locations – 
The company is currently clos-
ing access to inside-service but 
accepting orders via phone and In-
ternet for outside pickup; employ-
ees have and will continue to be 
fastidious in wiping down doors, 
counters, credit card machines and 
even pens customers use to sign 
for their items. With masks un-
available, they are in the process 
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to pandemic
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Photos by Amber Shepard
In St. Johns, people all across 
town are beginning to put out 
“animals” in their front yard or 
in their windows. Since every-
one is encouraged to stay dis-
tanced, the kids have nothing 
to do. Now people are driving 
through the community to see 
their neighbor’s displays. This 
is something families can do 
while staying in their vehicles 
that cheers them up.

Is that a rare 
White Mountain 

gorilla?

How are White Mountain 
businesses doing at social distancing?

Gas below $2  — 
and, it’s not fake news

Barbara Bruce/The Independent
According to Gas Buddy, the lowest pric-
es for gasoline in Navajo County can be 
found in Winslow for $2.23 at the 76 Sta-
tion; Holbrook at Hatch’s Corner Gas, the 
76 Station and Holbrook Maverick — all at 
$2.28; Snowflake-Taylor at Alvarez Auto and 
Country Club Fuels for $2.07; Show Low at 
Splash and Dash for $2.29 and in Lakeside 
at the Maverick for $2.33. But, in Pinetop at 
HonDah, their price is $1.89 — all of these 
prices were as of March 31.

See DISTANCING, Page A7

COVID-19 moves into 
southern Navajo County

Two cases confirmed 
locally so far

See LOCAL CASES, Page A7


