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3-day weather forecast
Friday: 84/60.Showers and 
thunderstorms likely after 
noon, chance of precipitation 
60%. Mostly cloudy.
Saturday: 85/60. Showers and 
thunderstorms likely after noon.
Chance of precipitation 70%. Mostly cloudy.
Sunday: 84/59. Showers and thunderstorms, 
mainly after noon. Chance of precipitation 
80%. Mostly cloudy in the evening.

‘Annual Hangar Dance’
honors ‘50-’70s era 

see Page A2

Community
A dog named Birdie 

with contributor 
Kareena Maxwell

see Page A13
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BY Peter Alshire
Special to the Independent

NAVAJO COUNTY — The 
state senate race in Rim Coun-
try and the White Mountains 
is already heating up with the 
eruption of charges of racial-
ly-tinged rhetoric and mislead-
ing statements. The dustup 
involves the District 6 Senate 
seat, currently held by Sen. 
Sylvia Allen.

The first controversy 
involves remarks made by 
Sen. Allen about the changing 
demographics of Arizona both 
in Payson and during a speech 
in Phoenix citing statistics that 
the average age of Hispanics in 
Arizona is 27 compared to an 
average age of 44 for whites. 
She commented that “We are 
not replacing ourselves. You’re 
going to see so many changes 
coming it will make your head 
spin.”

Democratic opponent retired 
Army Col. Felica French 
decried Allen’s comments as 
“nativist” and “divisive.”

The Phoenix New Times 
released an audio recording of 
another speech she delivered 
in which she remarked that de-
mographic changes will make 
the US “look like South Amer-
ican countries very quickly.” 
(https://www.phoenixnew-

times.com/news/arizona-state-
senator-fears-decline-of-white-
birth-rate-11333367)

She based both speeches in 
part on demographics re-
search by Dr. James Johnson, 
a business professor at the 

University of North Carolina. 
He has studied population 
growth in the south, interracial 
marriage trends, declining 
economic prospects for men, 
a rise in children living with 
grandparents and increased 
immigration and what he calls 
the “browning of America.” 
However, he has argued that 

BY BArBArA Bruce
The Independent

SHOW LOW – What happens when 
you put a pipefitter, an artist and a black-
smith together? You get Mbm Artisans — Marc 
Simpson, Bobby Roberts and Mark McClain, 
environmental artisans who not only found a use 
for discarded motorcycle tires, but definitely have 
crafted a 12 foot 6 inch high sculp-
ture of the elusive Bigfoot, on dis-
play in a Show Low neighborhood.

By trade Simpson is a pipefitter, 
Roberts an artist and McClain a 
blacksmith. They can do murals and 
all forms of art. Roberts painted a 

flower mural on a container (pod) for a company as 
a demo and bees flocked to the artificial flowers on 
the pod because they looked so real. She said the 
U.S. Forest Service saw it and bought that contain-

er. McClain has wood and metal 
carvings at Bear Wallow Antiques 
in Lakeside and each of them 
can draw and paint pretty-much 
anything.

As artists, they hope their 
environmental tire sculpture of 
Bigfoot will lead to commissioned 

art projects for them. 
The three say they 
are “just driven to 
make things.”

Working together 
on a job – the three 
do welding and 
construction, they 
discovered an artistic 
link between them. 
Drawing from the 
right side of their 
brains, these three 
have found a niche’ 
that addresses both 
an environmental 
concern and an outlet 
for their creativity. In 
fact, their brains have 

Sen. Allen waging 
‘philosophical battle’

Allen

sighting in 
Show Low

Proudly showing 
off their 12’-6” inch 
recycled sculpture 
of the elusive Big-
foot, Marc Simpson, 
Bobby Roberts 
and Mark McClain, 
a.k.a Mbm Artisans, 
master-minded this 
one-of-a-kind work 
of art out of steel, 
discarded motor-
cycle tires, drywall 
screws and more 
in about three and 
a half weeks time 
... and, it is for sale, 
for the right price.

Photos by 
Barbara Bruce

The Independent

“We are turning trash 
into treasure.”

Bobby Roberts
Mbm artisian

IT’S A …

BY AmBer shePArd
Special to the Independent

EAGAR – Rural Arizona is about to get some 
special attention this month in the form of the Ar-
izona Rural Development Council’s 13th Annual 

Rural Policy Forum 
which is being held 
August 7th – 9th in 
the Round Valley High 
School.

“We are really 
excited that they are 
coming to our area,” 
Springerville Town 
Manager Joe Jarvis 
said. “We think that the 
forum will be a great 
opportunity for rural 
businesses, individuals, 
governments and other 
entities to come togeth-
er to discuss ideas that 
matter to us.”

Eagar’s Town Man-
ager, Terry Hinton, has 
attended this forum 
before when it was 

held in southern Arizona, and he is excited at the 
prospect of attracting new visitors who will hope-

fully fall in love with the area. “It’s also good for 
cross-promotion of the areas,” he said. 

As this event will draw interested parties from 
all over the state, there will likely be some good 
opportunities to create cross-promotion between 
businesses, organizations and localities.

This year’s Rural Policy Forum will feature 
over 60 presenters during the three-day event, 
and around 300 attendees are expected, including 
business owners, tourism professionals, local and 
county government officials, higher education, 
tribal leadership and non-profit leadership. And 
while the event might include some important 
attendees, such as Rep. Tom O’Halleran on 
Thursday morning, the event is not exclusive.

“Locals there are more than welcome to attend 
if they’re interested in coming out,” Kimber Lan-
ning, executive Director of Local First Arizona, 
says. “It’s for those who are rural advocates and 
stakeholders.” “Stakeholders,” she explained, 
include the people who live and work in rural 
areas of the state and also politicians, business 
owners, city and county government officials and 
non-profits that want to see rural Arizona thrive.

Local First Arizona is the foundation that over-
sees the Arizona Rural Development Council pro-
gram. The Arizona Rural Development Council 
(AZRDC) program is Arizona’s officially recog-

Statewide Rural Policy conference 
coming to Round Valley

BY trudy BAlcom
The Independent

SHOW LOW — The Bag-
nal Fire, which subjected local 
neighborhoods to significant 
smoke from time to time since 
it was started by lightning last 
Friday, hit most of the edges 
of the prescribed perimeter by 
Wednesday.

Reduced fuels and heavy 
rain on Wednesday night also 
pushed down the intensity of 
the fire significantly, and the 
resulting smoke as well.

The fire was last reported at 
2,200 acres.

As the fire died down, some 
breathed a sigh of relief.

As evidenced by comments 
on social media, the proximity 
of the blaze to neighborhoods 
and subdivisions in Show 
Low and Linden made some 
people nervous. The Forest 
Service also received com-
plaints about smoke from the 
fire. With recent major wild-
fires in California, such as 
the Camp Fire which burned 
down an entire town and 
killed dozens of people, and 
memories of Rodeo-Ched-
eski, some nearby residents 
remained edgy.

Although the fire was 

started by lightning, it seemed 
unclear from Forest Service 
communications how the 
fire was being handled — as 
a managed fire or a fire that 
would be fully suppressed as 
soon as possible due to safety 
concerns. Forest Service press 
releases indicated that the fire 
was not a threat to structures 
or infrastructure, but again did 
not elaborate further.

The first press release 
issued on July 27 noted that 
the fire would likely grow, 
even with the rain in the 
forecast, but mentioned no 
management objective for the 
fire. Subsequent press releases 
did not elaborate any further. 
The size of the fire appeared 
to be in question on Monday 
as well, as the Forest Service 
press release showed the fire 
at 50 acres, the same as it was 
on Saturday, but other sources 
showed it at about 1,000 
acres.

On July 29, the Forest 
Service released a map 
showing the area and planned 
perimeters for the fire for the 
first time, three days after it 
started. On July 29 Doreen 
Ethelbah-Gatewood, public 

See ALLEN, Page A8

Bagnal Fire sputters 
to conclusion

Management objective unclear

Trudy Balcom/The Independent
A undeveloped lane off of Joe Tank Road was closed 
Tuesday to keep the public out of fire-impacted areas. The 
lighting-caused Bagnal Fire burned over 2,000 acres a mile 
from the Show Low city limits.

See BIGFOOT, 
Page A8

“We are really excited 
that they are coming 
to our area. We think 
that the forum will be 
a great opportunity for 
rural businesses, indi-
viduals, governments 
and other entities to 
come together to dis-
cuss ideas that matter 
to us.”

Joe Jarvis
Springerville Town Manager 

See CONFERENCE, Page A8

See FIRE, Page A8


