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3-day weather  forecast
Friday: 90/60.A 10 percent chance of showers and 
thunderstorms after noon, 
othewise sunny and breezy.
Saturday: 88/59. A 20 
percent chance of showers 
and thunderstorms after 
noon, partly sunny.
Sunday: 88/58. A 20 
percent chance of showers and 
thunderstorms after noon, mostly cloudy.

Outdoors
It’s harvest time for 

garlic with contributor 
Vicki Matsumonji

see Page B15

Wildcats ‘bear down’ 
for scholarship funds

see Page B1
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BY BarBara Bruce
The Independent

TAYLOR – The 65th Annual 
Taylor Independence Day 
Celebration and Night Rodeo 
is a time when community and 
family come together. Though 
many who grew up in Taylor 
grew up and moved away, they 
find their way back to Taylor 
to celebrate the Fourth of July 
together. You know they are 
home because ATVs are heard 
all over town the night be-
fore the celebration officially 
begins as friends and family are 
re-united.

This year the celebration will 
begin on Friday night, July 5, 
at 8 p.m. with the Home Run 
Derby at the Taylor Ballfield on 
Center Street.

Saturday, July 6 is the big 
day. The community gets up 
early to be present for the first 
firing of the anvil at 5 a.m., a 
tradition that began with the 
early pioneers and was revived 
in 1953. There is no sleeping in 
for residents on that day.

As they travel throughout the 
neighborhoods firing the anvil, 
the historic Jennings Band 
follows behind them playing 
patriotic music. The band uses 
a 180 year-old bass brought to 
Taylor by Cyrus Jennings in 
1889, and it is played by one of 
Cyrus Jennings’ descendants.

At 6 a.m. there is a July 4th 
Celebration Run – 10K and 
2-mile at the Taylor Airport. 
Anyone can register up until 

the start of the race, but is not 
guaranteed a t-shirt if they have 
not pre-registered.

Independence Day 
celebration 

hosts speaker 
Col. Mark D. Lyman

Courtesy photo
Speaking at the annual 
Patriotic Program July 6 for 
Taylor’s 65th Fourth of July 
celebration is Col. Mark 
Lyman who has strong ties 
to the community; he was 
a graduate of Snowflake 
High School and married 
sweetheart Brenda Shum-
way. Today he serves as 
the Consultant to the Air 
Force Surgeon General for 
Pathology, and as the De-
partment Chair for Keesler 
Air Force Base Laborato-
ries, Biloxi, Mississippi.

Photo courtesy of  Kevin Shiflett
Waking up the Town of Taylor for the 4th of July Celebration 
is the annual Firing of the Anvil Parade which starts at 5 a.m. 
After the first firing, the Anvil Parade begins its route with 
stops along the way to fire the anvil, joined by The Jennings 
Band who serenade the crowd.

BY Trudy Balcom
The Independent

LAKESIDE — Last year, as 
the Town of Pinetop-Lakeside 
worked to get a new attraction 
—  the White Mountain Balloon 
Festival — off the ground, they 
ran into a few bumps. But this 
year the event appears to have 
much greater momentum and 
better planning, as well as better 
weather.

Thirteen hot air balloons will 
attend the event, scheduled for 
this Friday, Saturday and Sun-
day, June 28-30. The event will 
also offer free concerts and a 

festival atmosphere with a beer 
garden, food vendors and more at 
Mountain Meadows Recreation 
Complex at 1101 South Woodland 
Road in Lakeside.

Unlike last year, all events are 
free, no tickets are necessary to 
attend.

Get up early, come back later
If you’re an early riser, come 

out to the festival grounds starting 
at 6 a.m. Conditions for balloon 
flights are often ideal during the 
early morning hours and lift-off 
for balloon flights is scheduled 
for 6:30 a.m. on Friday, Satur-
day and Sunday. Free tethered 

balloon rides will be offered on 
Friday and Saturday from 7 a.m. 
to 8 a.m. Morning activities will 
wind down by 8:30 a.m., when 
the festival grounds close until 
evening.

If you miss the early morning 
splendor, come to the festival 
grounds in the evening. On Friday 
night, enjoy a kick-off concert 
with the renowned comedy and 
doo-wop group, The Alleycats. 
The Alleycats have appeared on 
the Jay Leno Show for years, as 
well as opening for Jerry Seinfeld, 
the Beach Boys, The Coasters and 
the Drifters and many others.

The concert is free and begins 
at 6:30 p.m.

After the concert enjoy the 
balloon glow from 8-9 p.m.

Musical entertainment will also 
be offered on Saturday starting 
at 4 p.m. through 8:30 p.m., with 
Shinin’ the Law and the Lake-
siders band, and free tethered 
balloon rides and a balloon glow.

Balloonmeister invites 
his friends, the community, 

to be part of the fun
This year’s festival is head-

ed-up by Doug Lenberg, the 
so-called balloonmeister. Lenberg 
has been piloting balloons since 
1994 and began actively partici-
pating in balloon rally organiza-
tion a few years later. He current-
ly is active as balloonmeister at 
two balloon rallies in Durango, 
Colorado, and one in Bloomfield, 
New Mexico.

Lenberg said that he likes to 
create balloon festivals that are 
engaging to the local community.

“What my forté is, my bal-
looning people are all my friends. 
We’ve been ballooning together 
around the country for like, 25, 30 

years. And I try to create a lcom-
munity-friendly balloon rally by 
inviting husband and wife balloon 
teams … the ones I invite are 
the ones who love to involve the 
community in the entire aspect of 
ballooning,” he said.

For example, the public can not 
only come out to see the balloons 
and meet the pilots, but they can 
volunteer to help out and be part 
of the balloon crew, even if they 
don’t know anything about hot-air 
balloons.

“We like to teach ballooning 
and teach people the fact that 
we are registered aircraft … we 

Courtesy photo
Doug Lenberg, a commercial 
balloon pilot for many years, is 
the balloonmeister for the White 
Mountain Balloon Festival. Len-
berg also organizes balloon ral-
lies in New Mexico and Colorado.

BY laura SingleTon
The Independent

SHOW LOW — Arrowhead 
Mobile Healthcare, an ambulance 
services company operating in 
Lakeside, Show Low and Linden 
since 2000, recently changed its 

company name to Arrowhead 
Fire and Medical Authority. This 
change was completed this spring 
through the Arizona Corporation 
Commission and then final-
ized this May with the Arizona 
Department of Health Services 
(AzDHS).

But isn’t the only change un-
derway for the company, which is 
seeking new sources of revenue.

The private ambulance compa-
ny was the only provider in Show 
Low for 18 years. That was until 
August 2018 when the Arizona 
Department of Health Services-
ruled in favor of Timber Mesa’s 
application for an overlapping 
certification of need (CON) for 
Show Low, Linden and the sur-
rounding areas.

After a series of legal challeng-
es and intervening motions by 
Show Low EMS (now Arrowhead 
Fire & Medical Authority), the 
case was escalated to Maricopa 
County Superior Court.

The court has not yet issued a 
ruling in the case.

 However, Arrowhead and 
Timber Mesa Fire have continued 
to provide overlapping ambulance 
service in the areas of Show Low, 
Linden, Clay Springs, Vernon 
and surrounding areas like White 
Mountain Lake.

BY rT lynch
The Independent

HOLBROOK — Jury se-
lection started Tuesday for the 
kidnapping and sexual abuse 
trial of Taylor resident Joey 
Fish. Fish was indicted by a 
Navajo County Grand Jury on 
November 28, 2017, on two 
counts of kidnapping and two 
counts of sexual abuse, all 
concerning an incident in the 
boy’s locker room at Snow-
flake High School on Novem-
ber 20, 2017.

The jury trial was supposed 
to have started last month, 
but the court ran out of jurors 
— only 25 of 200 summoned 
showed up, according to court 
records.

This time around, there was 
a better response as around 
75 potential jurors filled the 
courtroom of Judge Dale 
Nielson on Tuesday and the 
court began the process of jury 
selection.

The objective in jury se-
lection is to impanel a jury of 
the defendant’s peers who can 
fairly and impartially hear the 
case and decide which version 
of the facts they believe — 
there is usually more than one 
version to decide on.

The potential jurors began 
arriving at the court before 
nine o’clock and the process 
started about one and a half 
hours later.

The judge announced the 
four charges against Fish 
and noted that the defendant 
has pled not guilty. He then 
administered an oath to the 
jurors: they rose and swore 
that each would answer the 
upcoming questions truthfully.

Next were the attorneys.
Prosecuting attorney for Na-

vajo County, Robert Edwards, 
introduced himself and identi-
fied his boss, County Attorney 
Brad Carlyon. Roberts, tall 

Kidnapping, sex trial 
begins for Joey Fish
Prosecution must prove sexual intent

Show Low EMS is now Arrowhead 
Fire and Medical Authority

Photo courtesy of Arrowhead Fire and Medical Authority
An Arrowhead Fire & Medical Authority truck with the new 
company name and logo. The vehicle pictured is a medium duty 
ambulance which is larger than a typical ambulance. It is also a 
critical care and bariatric ambulance which has a larger patient 
compartment. The private ambulance company has two medium 
duty ambulances like the one pictured, in addition eight others 
that can be staffed if needed.

Balloon Festival ready for lift off

Making 
it fly

More Info on 
holiday events

• Pet Allies’ Duck Pluck, 
see Page A3
• Get out listings, 
see Page A16
• Fourth of July activities, 
see Pages A17-18

See BALLOON FEST,     
Page A8

See TAYLOR , Page A8

See AMBULANCE, Page A8 See FISH, Page A11


