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Pam Chickering Wilson
This sunset view of Jefferson’s Milwaukee Street pedestrian bridge, as seen from the new northern riverwalk, was 
captured Thursday evening.

Fading sunset
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JEFFERSON — It’s been 
about a decade since the 
first Jefferson County Dog 
Park Calendar was pub-
lished and the document 
continues to grow in pop-
ularity.

It is a useful way for the 
county to earn funds to 
support the popular park 
located south of Johnson 
Creek.

The county’s dog park 
has been a labor of love 
that has been supported, 
in part, by sales of the dog 
park calendar.

The people and their 
pets who enjoy the park on 
state Highway 26, ambi-
tiously support the calen-
dar by purchasing it and 
proudly presenting their 
pets within its monthly 
pages.

According to Mary 

Truman of the parks 
department, the calendar 
has been available since 
2012.

“Much to my surprise, 
they sold for $10 in 2012 
and are still selling for $10 
in 2021,” Truman said, add-
ing the publishers of the 
calendar have included a 
Rainbow Bridge page to 
pay tribute to the pups that 
passed during the last cal-
endar year.

Truman said the county 
tries to be “all inclusive” 
when it tries to determine 
what dogs will be depicted 
in the calendar.

“The 2022 calendar has 
160 pups in it,” she said. 
“We will find a spot for any 
photo submitted, as long as 
the photos are good enough 
quality for printing. And 
each year we try hard to 
avoid placing the same 
pups from the last year’s 
calendar in the prominent 
photo spots for the current 

year. We like to try to offer 
everyone a chance to take 
the spotlight.”

Design and printing of 
the calendar are all done, 
in-house, by the county.

“As a department, we 
look forward to putting the 
photos together to create 
the completed product,” 
Truman said. “The photos 
are a combination of owner 
submitted photos and pho-
tos taken by our dog park 
ranger.”

The calendars are more 
than just a fundraiser for 
the Jefferson County Dog 
Park.

“As dog owners, so many 
of us love our dogs and we 
treat them like they are our 
kids and part of the family,” 
Truman said. “The dogs 
and parents who regularly 
visit the park have created 
a community. Both the 
dogs and the parents look 
forward to the social aspect 
of the park. When they buy 

calendars, they search the 
calendars with excitement 
to find their ‘kids,’ and the 

‘kids’ of their friends.”
The Jefferson County 

Parks Department and the 

Friends of the Jefferson 

Dog park calendar means much to pooch lovers

Contributed
The 2022 Jefferson County Dog Park Calendar is now available for purchase at the court-
house in Jefferson and from rangers at the park.
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Watertown’s Redevel-
opment Authority Exec-
utive Director Alex Allon 
put out public request for 
proposals Friday, seek-
ing construction services 
for the Town Square park 
development.

Through this RFP, the 
RDA intends to choose a 
construction management 
firm that can partner with 
the RDA and the RDA’s 
design and engineering 
contractor for the project.

The RDA is an economic 
development organization 

formed to focus redevelop-
ment efforts into the Water-
town’s downtown central 
business district. The RDA 
also sponsors projects that 
improve the downtown 
experience adding to the 
vitality, excitement, activ-
ity, vibrancy, diversity and 
attractiveness of our entire 
community.

The RDA acquired and 
demolished six buildings 
on the south side of the 
100 block of West Main 
Street. The RDA has con-
tracted with a design and 
engineering firm which 
has produced a set of 
95% complete plans and 

specifications for the Town 
Square.

The anticipated RFP 
timeline states:

• Oct. 5: Deadline to 
submit questions (no later 
than 5 p.m.)

• Oct. 14: Proposal sub-
mission deadline (no later 
than 3 p.m.)

• Oct. 15-19: Initial 

screening of proposals
• Oct. 19-22: Potential 

interviews with selected 
firms (if needed)

• Oct. 25: Recommen-
dation to RDA board

Allon said earlier this 
year the Town Square 
space will transform into a 

Town Square general construction 
contract goes out for bids

Contributed
An artist’s rendering of the Town Square project.
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JUNEAU — Dodge 
County landed a feasibil-
ity study to examine how 
to address its broadband 
deficiencies that exist 
within the county.

“We’ve had some suc-
cesses to improve the 
broadband infrastruc-
ture in some areas of 

the county,” said Nathan 
Olson, planning and eco-
nomic development man-
ager for Dodge County. 
“However, more needs to 
be done to improve broad-
band service across our 
900-square-mile region.”

Olson said the goal 
is to bring improved 
broadband services to 

Study eyes 
broadband  

improvements

DODGE COUNTY

The Associated Press

A federal judge said 
Monday that John Hinck-
ley Jr., who tried to assas-
sinate President Ron-
ald Reagan four decades 
ago, can be freed from 
all remaining restrictions 
next year if he continues 
to follow those rules and 
remains mentally stable.

U.S. District Court 
Judge Paul L. Friedman in 
Washington said during a 
90-minute court hearing 
that he’ll issue his ruling 
on the plan this week.

Since Hinckley moved 

to Williamsburg, Virginia, 
from a Washington hospi-
tal in 2016, court-imposed 
restrictions have required 
doctors and therapists to 
oversee his psychiatric 
medication and therapy. 
Hinckley has been barred 
from having a gun. And 
he can’t contact Reagan’s 
children, other victims or 
their families, or actress 
Jodie Foster, who he was 
obsessed with at the time 
of the 1981 shooting.

Fr i e d m a n  s a i d 

Oversight to lift 
for Hinckley, who 

shot Reagan
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