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SCHOOLS
Jeff erson schools realize 
$1 million in energy savings 
over past 7 years. • A3

NEWS: Watertown school transportation option off ered. • A2

LIFESTYLE: Library system starts online learning tool. • A5

OBITUARY: Mac Davis, Helen Reddy die, both at 78. • A7
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Pam Chickering Wilson

Colorful trees on the north side of Jeff erson can be seen refl ected in the Rock River, as spotted from the state 
Highway 26 overpass over the water Monday morning.

FALL REFLECTIONS

By Steve Sharp
steves@wdtimes.com

While the City of Water-
town announced Wednes-
day it would be returning to 
Phase One of its COVID-19 
management program, 
Gov. Tony Evers said he 
will be naming businesses 
in the state that have had 
employees infected by the 
virus.

City offi  cials said that 
positive cases per day and 
the trajectory of cases, “... 
are all going the wrong 
direction,” so a return to 
Phase One is necessary.

“� e message today re-

mains the same,” the city’s 
Facebook page said. “� e 
virus is active in our com-
munity — more active than 
it has ever been. Our health 
department and health 
care systems are strained 
and very busy. PPE is be-
coming an issue for our 
health care providers again. 
� ere are outbreaks in our 
community.”

According to city sta-
tistics, there are 450 pos-
itive cases, with 350 peo-
ple recovered. � ere are 
100 active cases and there 
has been one death. Five 

City rolls back 
to Phase 1 in 

COVID battle
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MILWAUKEE (AP) — 
Wisconsin set a new re-
cord for COVID-19 deaths 
on Wednesday and the 
surge in cases in the state 
threatened to overwhelm 
some hospitals.

Health offi  cials reported 
27 new deaths, breaking 
the state’s old record of 22 
deaths set on May 27. � e 

disease has killed or played 
a role in the death of 1,327 
people in the state since 
the pandemic began.

Health offi  cials report-
ed 2,319 newly confi rmed 
cases, bringing the total 
number of cases in Wis-
consin to 122,274 since the 
pandemic began.

Wisconsin had the 

third-highest positiv-
ity rate of any state as 
of Wednesday. Hospital 
offi  cials in some areas 
said they were close to 
being overwhelmed by 
COVID-19 patients — a 
scenario that health offi  -
cials have been warning 
could happen since the 
pandemic began but that 

only now seems like it 
could happen.

� e number of people 
hospitalized in Wiscon-
sin reached a record-high 
of 737 on Wednesday, ac-
cording to state health of-
fi cials and the Wisconsin 
Hospital Association. Case 

Wisconsin sets COVID-19 deaths 
record as hospitals fi ll up

By Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com

For an unemployed, sin-
gle mother of three, Sara 
Ariss of Johnson Creek 
knows hardship.

She receives $300 a week 
from unemployment and 
uses the money for housing 
and any medical needs that 
may arise with her children, 
but the lone check leaves 
her nothing to spend on 
food for them.

Luckily, there’s Ge-
no’s Pantry run by Gene 
Schmidt, the executive vice 
president at Hand Of Help 
Ministries.

Schmidt stood before 
the Watertown Plan Com-
mission Monday to request 
a conditional use permit 
for his boarding house 
and food pantry at 740 
N. Church St. He said the 
building is used by two men 

as a transitional home, but 
as of April, he’s been run-
ning a food pantry out of it, 
too.

Before the conditional 
use permit was recom-
mended to the common 
council for approval, sever-
al individuals spoke in favor 
of Geno’s Pantry.

Brinda Williams of May-
ville, who works at the pan-
try every � ursday, said the 
families in and outside of 
the Watertown community 
are hurting.

“If we could ease their 
pain for just a few hours a 
week by giving them food, 
it’s worth it,” she said. “It 
also gives hope to our com-
munity, especially knowing 
no one is going hungry for 
a day or a night. Please do 
not shut us down. � e fam-
ilies and children in our 
community need our help.”

Her husband, Brad-

ley Williams of Mayville, 
shared the same sentiment.

He said 100 of those peo-
ple who receive food are 
elderly. Williams said there 
is another 100 are families 
with children.

“� ere is another 100 
people, who have lost their 
jobs, who are served by us,” 
he said.

Ariss, who appeared by 
phone, said she was trav-
eling to the Johnson Creek 
Food Pantry, but wasn’t re-
ceiving enough food for her 
children. She would drive 
to Second Harvest in Mad-
ison, but while she’s home-
schooling her children, she 
can’t travel to Madison.

“I found myself in a dire 
situation,” she said through 
tears. “I didn’t know where 
to go.”

She said once she heard 
about Geno’s Pantry she 
began going and receiving 

a plenty of diverse foods to 
last her a week.

“Now, we can get food 
in a very safe and effi  cient 
manner to help make it 
through these tough times,” 
Ariss said. “My story is not 
unique and many of us de-
pend on the kindness of Ge-
no’s Pantry.”

Following the meeting, 
Schmidt was grateful he re-
ceived the conditional use 
permit to continue with the 
food pantry and the tradi-
tional boarding house.

“� is is very good news 
for us,” he said. “I don’t 
want to see food lines in 
Watertown. � e need for it 
is tremendous.”

Schmidt said Geno’s Pan-
try serves 70-80 families 
and approximately 250 in-
dividuals a week.

“We see all ages coming 

Geno’s Pantry to continue operating

Ed Zagorski

A conditional use permit was granted by the Watertown 
Plan Commission Monday to Gene Schmidt’s for Geno’s 
Pantry. The pantry serves nearly 1,000 guests monthly.

By Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com

JUNEAU — Whether 
Dodge County taxpayers 
face a tax increase or de-
crease will largely hinge on 
highway spending.

During a special coun-

ty board Monday, Dodge 
County supervisors and 
department heads contin-
ued their work on the 2021 
budget.

Dodge County Finance 
Director David Ehlinger 

Fate of taxes hinges 
on highway budget
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