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Who are you looking at?

GOP ask Evers
to discuss federal
stimulus funding
MADISON, Wis. (AP) —
Republican legislative leaders
on Monday called on Democratic Gov. Tony Evers to meet
with them to discuss his plans
for spending $3.2 billion in federal stimulus money coming to
the state.
Evers last week said that
discussing his plans for the
spending money with Republicans was not a “top priority.”
State law gives the governor the
power to decide how to spend
the money, and Evers has vetoed
bills passed by the GOP-controlled Legislature that would
give lawmakers control.
Evers has already announced
up to $420 million of that money
coming to the state would go
toward a grant program targeting small businesses. He has

promised to spend $600 million
of the federal money on small
businesses. He also has promised to spend $50 million on
tourism, $200 million on infrastructure, including broadband
access and $500 million on pandemic response measures, but
has not released details.
Evers’ spokeswoman Britt
Cudaback did not immediately comment on the Republican call for a meeting. The letter to Evers came from Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, Senate Majority Leader Devin
LeMahieu and the co-chairs of
the Legislature’s budget-writing
committee, Sen. Howard Marklein and Rep. Mark Born.
“We invite you to meet with

See Budget, Page A6

SEATTLE

Bill and Melinda
Gates announce they
are ending marriage
SEATTLE (AP) — Bill and
Melinda Gates announced
Monday that they are divorcing.
The Microsoft co-founder
and his wife, who launched the
world’s largest charitable foundation, said they would continue to work together at the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
In identical tweets, they said
they had made the decision to
end their marriage of 27 years.
“We have raised three incredible children and built a foundation that works all over the

world to enable all people to
lead healthy, productive lives,”
they said in a statement. “We
ask for space and privacy for
our family as we begin to navigate this new life.”
In her 2019 memoir, “The
Moment of Lift,” Melinda Gates
wrote about her childhood, life
and private struggles as the wife
of a public icon and stay-athome mom with three kids. She
won Gates’ heart after meeting at a work dinner, sharing

See Gates, Page A6

GREEN BAY

Sheriff: Wisconsin
casino shooter was
fired employee
MADISON, Wis. (AP) — A
man who shot and killed two
people and wounded a third at
a northeastern Wisconsin tribal
casino restaurant had been fired
from the eatery and ordered
by a court to leave his former
supervisor alone, according to
court records.
Bruce Pofahl, 62, walked into
the Duck Creek Kitchen and Bar
in Green Bay on Saturday and
shot Ian Simpson, 32, and Jacob
Bartel, 35, at a wait station at

close range with a 9 mm handgun as dozens of patrons looked
on, Brown County Sheriff Todd
Delain said Monday during a
news conference in Green Bay.
Pandemonium erupted
inside the complex, the sheriff
said. As people were yelling and
screaming, Pofahl went outside
and shot another restaurant
employee, 28-year-old Daniel Mulligan, the sheriff said. A

See Casino, Page A6
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Ed Zagorski
TOP: Two great
horned owlets take a
peak outside of their
nest Friday afternoon. The location of
the nest is not being
disclosed to protect
the owlets. RIGHT:
An adult great horned
owl keeps its eyes on
its owlets sitting in a
nest in Watertown.

WATERTOWN

Test your wonky wits
with city government quiz
By Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com
You think you know Watertown, huh? Let’s test your knowledge of the city’s operations in
2020.
How many combined calls did
the city’s police and fire departments respond to in 2020?
A. 4,501
B. 10,515
C. 27,120

D. 19,172
The answer is D — 19,172.
Let’s try another.
How many total ballots were
cast in the city during the four
elections last year?
A. 12,756
B. 10,004
C. 23,725
D. 26,884
The answer is C — 23,725.
Watertown Mayor Emily
McFarland presented much of

this information in her annual
report to council members.
Still feel smart? Let’s give it
another go.
Were there 29 snow and ice
control operations last winter?
Or more? If you picked 29 you’re
right.
Let’s keep going.
What once stood where Sharp
Corners is now?

See Trivia, Page A6

DODGE COUNTY

Man identified in ATV fatality
By Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com
JUNEAU — Dodge County
investigators Monday released
the name of the man found dead
after an all-terrain vehicle rollover late Saturday night in the
Town of Lebanon.
The man was identified as
Otto Abolins, 60, of rural Ashippun. Abolins was pronounced
dead at the scene. He was the

only occupant on the utility terrain vehicle.
A dog was an apparent passenger on the vehicle, but was
uninjured and released to family
members.
A passerby witnessed the incident at about 11 p.m. on Monroe Road near La Follette Road,
about 7-8 miles northeast of
Watertown.
The initial investigation indicated the utility terrain vehicle

was northbound on Monroe
Road, left the roadway on the
right shoulder, and overturned in
a marshy ditch, ejecting Abolins,
according to the Dodge County
Sheriff’s Office.
Abolins was not wearing a
seatbelt or helmet, and alcohol
use was believed to be a factor in
the crash, according to the Dodge
County Sheriff’s Office.

See ATV, Page A6

