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NEWS
City of Waterloo gets state Department of Natural 

Resources grant to help homeowners remove lead 

water pipe laterals. • A2

LIFESTYLE: Jefferson library announces spring speakers. • A3

NEWS: Main Street Program seeks merchant feedback. • A2

NEWS: National Guard continues to administer tests. • A5

Ed Zagorski
TOP: Six-year-old Kressa Pugh gives it her best at a free ice skating event Saturday morning at Silver Creek, 730 N. 
Water St., Watertown. MIDDLE: Although she did her best to stay upright, the ice eventually won and Pugh took a spill, 
but she got back up and skated again. BOTTOM LEFT: Emmet Othello, 7, makes his way around at the ice rink at Silver 
Creek Saturday. BOTTOM MIDDLE: While maintaining his balance, Cal McFarland, 6, keeps his eyes on his footwork 
as he makes it around the ice. McFarland was one of nearly 35 kids who attended the free ice skating time and evalua-
tions at Silver Creek. Children are urged to register for the city’s Winter Learn To Ice Skate program, which will be held 
the next four Saturday mornings. BOTTOM RIGHT: Jairo Palacios, 8, takes a break from ice skating and watches his 
friends on Silver Creek.

Slip sliding away

By The Associated Press

The COVID-19 death toll 
in the U.S. topped 500,000 
Monday, all but match-
ing the number of Amer-
icans killed in World War 
II, Korea and Vietnam 
combined. The lives lost, 
as recorded by Johns Hop-
kins University, are about 
equal to the population of 
Kansas City, Missouri, and 
greater than that of Miami; 
Raleigh, North Carolina; or 
Omaha, Nebraska.

And despite the rollout 
of vaccines since mid-De-
cember, a closely watched 
model from the University 
of Washington projects 

more than 589,000 dead 

by June 1.

The U.S. toll is by far 

the highest reported in the 

world, accounting for 20 

percent of the nearly 2.5 

million coronavirus deaths 

globally, though the true 

numbers are thought to be 

significantly greater, in part 

because of the many cases 

that were overlooked, espe-

cially early in the outbreak.

Average daily deaths 

and cases have plummeted 

in the past few weeks. Virus 

deaths have fallen from 

more than 4,000 reported 

on some days in January 

to an average of fewer than 

1,900 per day. But experts 

warn that dangerous 

variants could cause the 

trend to reverse itself.

Some experts say not 

enough Americans have 

been inoculated yet for the 

vaccine to be making much 

of a difference.

Instead, the drop-off in 

deaths and cases has been 

attributed to the passing 

of the holidays; the cold 

and bleak days of midwin-

ter, when many people are 

inclined to stay home; and 

better adherence to mask 

rules and social distancing.

The first known deaths 

from the virus in the U.S. 

happened in early February 

2020. It took four months 

to reach the first 100,000 

dead. The toll hit 200,000 
deaths in September and 
300,000 in December. Then 
it took just over a month to 

go from 300,000 to 400,000 
and another month to climb 
from 400,000 to 500,000.

The U.S. recorded an 

estimated 405,000 deaths 
in World War II, 58,000 
in the Vietnam War and 
36,000 in the Korean War.

Nation tops 500,000 coronavirus deaths
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MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
No COVID-19 deaths were 
reported Monday in Wis-
consin, marking the first 
time since early September 
that the state has had two 
such days in a row.

The last time Wiscon-
sin went two or more days 

without a single reported 
death from the coronavirus 
was the three-day stretch of 
Sept. 6 through Sept. 8.

The state’s seven-day 
average of new cases was at 
its lowest point since early 
July, but it increased mar-
ginally from Sunday. The 

seven-day average on Mon-
day was 612, up from 610 
the day before.

Nearly 560,000 Wiscon-
sin residents have tested 
positive for COVID-19 and 
6,284 have died of the 

Wisconsin reports no COVID-19 
deaths for second day in a row

By Steve Sharp

steves@wdtimes.com

JEFFERSON — A 
42-year-old Lake Mills man 
has been ordered to spend 
five years of initial confine-
ment in prison and three 
years on extended supervi-
sion after being convicted 
Friday on one count of using 
a computer to facilitate a 

sex crime.
Jefferson County Circuit 

Court Judge Robert Deh-
ring accepted the guilty 
plea of Emmanuel McDon-
ald to the charge and dis-
missed one count of child 
enticement.

The matter had been 
scheduled for trial in early 

By Ed Zagorski

edz@wdtimes.com

JUNEAU — A Juneau 
woman was charged for 
fleeing from Waupun police 
earlier this month in a high-
speed chase.

Michelle Hayes, 36, is 
facing a felony charge of 
fleeing and one count of 
felony bail jumping and 
one count of misdemeanor 
bail jumping. If convicted, 
Hayes faces more than 10 
years in prison.

According to the 

criminal complaint, a Wau-
pun police officer spotted a 
vehicle on Feb. 13 with its 
rear window obstructed 
by snow and was not oper-
ating with the required 
lights during limited vis-
ibility with blowing snow 
and overcast skies.

The officer turned on 
his emergency lights, but 
the vehicle began acceler-
ating away on Highway 151, 
reaching speeds in excess 
of 100 miles per hour. The 

JUNEAU — The Dodge 
County Sheriff ’s Office and 
Dodge County emergency 
officials encourage resi-
dents to sign up for the 
free service that provides 
responders with more infor-
mation when responding to 
emergencies.

“Dodge County is 
enhancing its 9-1-1 services 
and emergency notifica-
tion with Smart911, a ser-
vice that sends emergency 
notifications and pro-
vides emergency respond-
ers with key information,” 

Dodge County Sheriff Dale 
Schmidt said.

With Smart911, individ-
uals can link both home and 
work addresses to mobile 
phones, which can be 
passed on to responders in 
the field for a more detailed 
and rapid response. Addi-
tional information includ-
ing pets in the home, vehi-
cle details in the event of a 
crash and even emergency 
contacts can all be included 
in a “safety profile.”

Lake Mills man 
gets five years for 
child sex offense

Juneau woman tries 
fleeing Waupun police

Sheriff pushes use  
of Smart 911
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