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Watertown takes home state awards for Main Street 

program, including Hayes Family Automotive and 

Sharp Corner Park projects • A7

SPORTS
Brewers wrap up winning road 

trip by taking series from Cubs  

in shutout. • B1
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Steve Sharp
To show appreciation to Watertown Blue Revue Coach Lili Perch for leading the junior prep team to recent victories 
at the state level in Hip Hop and Pom in the elementary division, dancer Lissy Guld, 9, and her mother, Melissa Guld, 
secretly placed an elaborate and colorful “thank you” sign on Perch’s lawn on Labaree Street Sunday.

Thanks, coach!

Although the business in 
Watertown is named Hafe-
meister Funeral Home, it is 
the Nienow family that has 
owned and operated it for 
the last 18 years.

Hafemeister Funeral 
Home dates back to 1922 
when the business was 
started by Henry Hafe-
meister. In the beginning, 
and until 1999, the funeral 
home was run in conjunc-
tion with a furniture store. 
Raymond Dobbratz and 
Roland Harder purchased 
the business from the Hafe-
meister family. Dobbratz 
became the sole owner in 
1974, when Harder passed 
away. Dobbratz sold the 

business to the Koepsell 
family in 1999.

Nienow, who had been 
with the funeral home for 
more than 20 years, pur-
chased the business with 
his wife Ann in 2003.

As of the first of this 
year, both their sons, 
Mike and Mark, have pur-
chased the funeral home 
from their parents. It is 

still named Hafemeister 
Funeral Home, a well-es-
tablished business name 
in Watertown.

Rich Nienow is a native 
of Watertown, being born 
and raised in the city. 
His father was in the 
fire department and his 

mother worked at a phar-
macy. He attended Webster 
Elementary School, the 
middle school and is a 1975 
graduate of Watertown 
High School. He attended 
college in both Madison 
and Milwaukee.

In 1979, he married 
the former Ann Sweeney 
at Christ United Method-
ist Church in Watertown, 

where they are still mem-
bers. Rich Nienow wrote 
his state boards and 
became a licensed funeral 
director and embalmer 
in 1980. He then became 
employed at Hafemeister 
Funeral Home, the busi-
ness he later purchased. 
He is well-known through-
out the community.

Here are 10 questions 
fielded by Rich Nienow:

1. If you were not a 
funeral director, what 
would you have done 
with our life and why? 
“My second career choice 
would have been a fire-
fighter/paramedic at a 
busy fire department. I 

enjoy helping people at 
their time of need. In this 
profession, there can be a 
lot of satisfaction in help-
ing to save someone’s prop-
erty or life.”

2. When did you 
know you wanted to be a 
funeral director? “I was a 
sophomore in high school 
when I was involved with 
the funeral of a loved one 
and noticed the role of the 
funeral director. We were 
dependent on the funeral 
director to lead us through 
the arrangements. With 
his guidance we set the 
time and place for the vis-
itation and funeral. I was 
impressed by the fact the 

funeral director took care 
of every detail.”

3. Share the best piece 

Rich Nienow

Rich Nienow

DODGE COUNTY

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
Gov. Tony Evers on Friday 
vetoed Republican-backed 
bills that would have 
prevented health offi-
cials from mandating the 
COVID-19 vaccine and 
allowed churches to be 
closed during the pan-
demic.

Evers said in his veto 
messages that he objected 
to the bills because they 
limited his ability to 
respond to the pandemic.

The action has little 
immediate effect. There 
is no state order limit-
ing how many people can 
gather in churches or any 
indoor venue, although 
there are some limited 

local ordinances. There 
are also no mandates in 
place from state or local 
health officials requiring 
vaccines for the general 
population.

The vetoes come after 
Evers on Thursday vetoed 
a package of Republican 
bills seeking to spend $3.2 
billion in federal coronavi-
rus relief aid coming to the 
state. The law gives the gov-
ernor the power to distrib-
ute that money and Evers 
does not want to cede that 
to the GOP-controlled Leg-
islature.

Republicans have suc-
cessfully sued to overturn 

Evers vetoes 
GOPbill banning 

shot mandate

COVID-19

KENOSHA, Wis. (AP) — 
Supporters of Jacob Blake 
Jr. and others staged a 
rally and march in Keno-
sha Sunday calling for the 
firing of an officer who shot 
Blake.

Kenosha Officer Rusten 
Sheskey, who is white, was 
not charged in the August 
2020 incident that left 
Blake, who is Black, para-
lyzed from the waist down. 
Sheskey shot Blake seven 
times while Blake was 
about to get into an SUV.

About 40 people gath-
ered for the event, sev-
eral of whom locked arms 
and blocked the main 
entrance to the Public 

Safety Building, the Keno-
sha News reported. The 
building is still boarded 
over from the civil unrest 
that followed the Blake 
shooting.

K e n o s h a  p o l i c e 
announced earlier this 
month that Sheskey had 
returned from adminis-
trative leave. Police Chief 
Daniel Miskinis said in a 
release that Sheskey was 
found to have been acting 
within policy and will not 
be disciplined.

Tanya McLean, Exec-
utive Director of Lead-
ers of Kenosha, said in a 

Protesters: Fire 
officer who shot 

Jacob Blake 

KENOSHA
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JUNEAU — A Water-
town teen charged with 
using pepper spray while 
robbing a Beaver Dam 
business made his ini-
tial appearance in Dodge 
County Circuit Court last 
week.

Avery Bence faces a fel-
ony charge of robbery with 

the use of force and a mis-
demeanor charge of bat-
tery for using pepper spray 
on an employee at a gas 
station on North Univer-
sity Avenue before taking 
several packs of cigarettes.

Bence appeared Mon-
day before Dodge County 
Court Commissioner Ste-
ven Seim, who ordered a 
$1,000 signature bond for 
the teen. Seim also ordered 

Bence not to have any 
direct or indirect commu-
nication with the victims. 
Bence is also not allowed 
on Casey’s General Store 
premises.

Bence could face up to 
15 years in prison for the 
felony charge.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, two younger 
masked men entered the 
gas station at 12:44 a.m. 

Nov. 28. One of the men, 
who was later identified 
as Bence, sprayed the clerk 
with pepper spray and the 
same person selected sev-
eral packs of Marlboro Red 
72s.

The clerk attempted to 
detain the men. Although 
they both were able to 
flee on foot, the clerk was 

Watertown teen makes initial appearance
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