
SCREENTIME
Joe Mantegna stars in “As We 

See It,” which begins stream-

ing Friday on Amazon. • C

NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther King 

Jr. holiday, there will be no Daily 

Times on Monday.

Joe Mantegna stars in 
“As We See It,” which 

begins streaming 
Friday on Amazon.
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A red tail hawk took advantage of the high winds as it soared over the Watertown area on Saturday. Red tail 
hawks can usually be seen circling in the sky looking for prey. Kim Hiller submitted this photo for the paper.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Supreme Court has stopped 
a major push by the Biden 
administration to boost the 
nation’s COVID-19 vaccina-
tion rate, a requirement that 
employees at large businesses 
get a vaccine or test regularly 
and wear a mask on the job.

At the same time, the court 
is allowing the administra-
tion to proceed with a vac-
cine mandate for most health 
care workers in the U.S. The 
court’s orders Thursday came 
during a spike in coronavirus 
cases caused by the omicron 

variant.
The court’s conserva-

tive majority concluded the 
administration overstepped 
its authority by seeking to 
impose the Occupational 
Safety and Health Adminis-
tration’s vaccine-or-test rule 
on U.S. businesses with at least 
100 employees. More than 80 
million people would have 
been affected and OSHA had 
estimated that the rule would 
save 6,500 lives and prevent 
250,000 hospitalizations over 

MADISON, Wis. (AP) 
— Wisconsin National 
Guard troops will help 
fill staffing shortages at 
skilled nursing facilities 
over the coming weeks 
in hopes of opening up 
more beds and relieving 
pressure on hospitals 

overwhelmed with 
COVID-19 patients, Gov. 
Tony Evers announced 
Thursday.

The governor said 
troops are being trained 
as certified nursing assis-
tants. About 50 soldiers 
were deployed to six 

nursing homes during the 
past week. Another 80 sol-
diers who started train-
ing this week will deploy 
at the end of January. And 
a group of 80 soldiers will 
begin training in early 
February and deploy by 
the end of that month.

The additional staff-
ing should allow the 
nursing facilities to open 
up hundreds more beds 
that can receive recover-
ing patients. That in turn 
should free up hospital 

MADISON, Wis. (AP) 
— Alcohol-related deaths 
in Wisconsin rose almost 
25% in 2020, accord-
ing to a report released 
Thursday.

Data compiled by the 
nonpartisan Wisconsin 
Policy Forum shows 1,077 
Wisconsin residents died 

of alcohol-related causes 
in 2020, up from 865 in 
2019. The data was com-
piled from U.S. residents’ 
death certificates.

The report uses the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control’s definition of 
alcohol-related deaths 
to mean deaths directly 

attributed to excessive 
drinking such as alco-
hol poisoning and liver 
disease. The definition 
does not include deaths 
caused by drunken driv-
ing or alcohol-fueled vio-
lence.

Overall ,  Wiscon-
sin residents died from 

alcohol-related causes at 
a rate nearly 25% higher 
than the nationwide rate 
in 2020.

The report specu-
lates that the increase 
in deaths may be driv-
ing by higher rates of 

By Pam Chickering Wilson

Adams Publishing Group

HELENVILLE — As a 

child, Kristen Emily Behl 

loved creative writing, but 

as she approached adult-

hood, she thought she had 

to choose a “practical” 

career path.

She found her chosen 

career as a physical thera-

pist to be both stable and 

rewarding, but it lacked 

that creative spark.

It wasn’t until the pan-

demic hit that Behl real-

ized what was missing.

“I always had this idea 

that someday I’d write a 

book, but I’d put it on the 

back burner, to the extent 
that my husband didn’t 
even know that was a 
dream of mine,” said the 
Helenville resident.

Thanks to the brakes the 
pandemic put on “the daily 
grind,” Behl actually found 
herself with time to write 
— and beyond that, she dis-
covered a passion not only 
for producing her own 
books but for helping oth-
ers create their own.

The result is a new book 
imprint, “Goose Water 
Press,” through which Behl 
has published four of her 
own books and one by 
another author, with addi-
tional books by other area 
authors in the works.

Behl’s first book came 
out of a series of letters she 
was writing a friend who 
was expecting a baby. Behl 
pledged to write one let-
ter per month to give her 
friend some idea of what 
to expect, sharing her own 
experiences and offering 
Christian encouragement, 
funny stories and advice.

This project just took 
off, and as the months pro-
gressed, the letters got lon-
ger and longer.

Encouraged by her 
friend, Behl got the idea 
of turning the letters into 
a book.

Then the pandemic hit. 
At the time, Behl had been 
working at the Watertown 

Regional Medical Cen-
ter’s juvenile outpatient 
clinic, but as medical facil-
ities shut down “non-emer-
gency” care to focus on 
COVID-19, three workers at 
the clinic were temporarily 
laid off, including Behl.

She welcomed the time 
at home with her children, 
age 2 and 3 1/2, but found 
that more than ever, she 
really needed a creative 
outlet.

She found herself writ-
ing children’s stories in her 
head, then began looking 
into all of the different pos-
sibilities for getting pub-
lished.

Local author Kristen Emily Behl steps into publishing

Pam Chickering Wilson
Kristen Emily Behl

Supreme Court 
halts vax rule  

for businesses

By Steve Sharp

steves@wdtimes.com

JEFFERSON — Not sur-

prisingly, the COVID-19 pan-

demic has refocused the 

energy of Jefferson Coun-

ty’s emergency manage-

ment office in 2020 and 2021, 

according to its director, 

Donna Haugom.

“We spent many weeks 

organizing, ordering, separat-

ing and distributing personal 

protective equipment for fire-

fighters, EMS, long-term care 

facilities, hospitals, nursing 

homes and many other facil-

ities that provide care for 

their clients,” Haugom told 

the Jefferson County Board of 

Supervisors this week.
Haugom also thanked 

Amy Listle and her Jefferson 
County Fair Park for provid-
ing space for the distribution.

“We worked regularly 
with the Wisconsin National 
Guard, coordinating and set-
ting up COVID-19 testing 
sites. We also thank Kevin 
Wiesmann from the Jeffer-
son County Parks Department 
and Paul Vogel at the county’s 
health and human services 
office,” she said. “None of this 
would have gone as smoothly 
as it did if not for them.”

Haugom said her depart-
ment’s plan of work with the 
state puts Jefferson County in 

Pandemic changes 
emergency  

government duties
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