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SCHOOLS
Waterloo Board of Education remains undecided 
about staff professional development days on 
scholastic calendar. • A2

LIFESTYLE
Hoard Historical Museum announces 
second virtual art show to get  
underway May 5. • A3
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HORICON — It was 
evident Sunday night the 
Dodge County’s Republi-
can Party is gearing up for 
battle in the next election 
cycle.

U.S. Rep. Glenn Groth-
man set the tone for the 
evening at the annual Lin-
coln Day Dinner at Hor-
icon Hills Golf Club, where 
more than 100 individuals 
attended.

“Things were very diffi-
cult last year for us on the 
presidential level,” Groth-
man said. “Our major goal 
this time is that two years 
from now we begin to take 
away this monopoly of 
power, which means we 

have to begin to take back 
the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives. We have to 
make sure Wisconsin Sen. 
Ron Johnson comes back. 
We have to make sure we 
get a Republican governor.”

Grothman said Pres-
ident Joe Biden will not 
be on the ballot two years 
from now, but called the 
mid-term election a “refer-
endum” on the presidency.

“We have to in the 
next two years concen-
trate on making sure any-
body who is foolish or con-
fused enough to believe 
Joe Biden is a moderate 
straighten things out and 
vote for the right person 
for governor and the right 
person for U.S. Senator,” he 
said.

Grothman also focused 
his comments on the 
U.S.-Mexican border.

“I visited the border 
twice — once in Tucson, 
Arizona and the other in El 
Paso, Texas,” he said. “It’s a 
mess. It’s a horrible situa-
tion because you have the 
border patrol watching 
children when they should 
be patrolling the border. 
It’s much worse now than 
it was just four months ago. 
The Biden administration 
doesn’t care. Remember 
President Biden pulled the 
National Guard from the 
border, causing complete 
chaos now.”

When Grothman fin-
ished, U.S. Rep Scott Fitz-
gerald didn’t waste any 
time to speak.

“My experience in 
Washington, D.C. so far has 
been exhilarating,” Fitzger-
ald said. “I took three votes 
already. The first one was 
to vote for Kevin (McCa-
rthy) to be the speaker 
instead of Nancy (Pelosi). 
The second one I took I 
voted against certifying the 
election and the third vote 
was against impeaching 
Donald J. Trump. Those are 
some pretty big votes for 
someone who just showed 
up in D.C.”

Fitzgerald said he’s 
keeping busy on the House 
Committees on Education 
and Labor, Judiciary and 
Small Business.

“I’m just three months 
into it, but I am really enjoy-
ing it,” Fitzgerald said.

He said the constituent 
service that Jim Sensen-
brenner offered over the 
years is a “hurdle” for him.

“We are going to have 
continue to match what 
Jim did on that front,” Fitz-
gerald said. “We did keep 
his office in Brookfield to 
make it easier for his con-
stituents. We just need to 
step up our efforts.”

Rebecca Kleefisch, who 
served as Gov. Scott Walk-
er’s lieutenant governor for 
eight years, also spoke Sun-
day.

After the Walker/Kleef-
isch ticket lost to Evers 
and Lt. Gov. Mandela 
Barnes, Kleefisch said she 
went to Washington to 
serve as executive director 
of the Women’s Suffrage 

Centennial Commission. 
Since returning to Wiscon-
sin last year, Kleefisch has 
formed a conservative non-
profit think tank, the 1848 
Project to “pioneer a better 
tomorrow,” according to its 
website.

“We needed four more 
years of Donald J. Trump,” 
she said. “If you reflect 
on his legacy we have to 
build on the foundation 
he left us. He had the low-
est unemployment rate for 
both women and minori-
ties. We had a new deal 
with Canada and Mexico. 
We had a president who 
recognized Jerusalem as 
the capitol of Israel. He’s 
the most prolific president 
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WAUKESHA — A 23-year-
old Ixonia man has entered 
pleas of not guilty to charges 
of being a party to first-degree 
reckless homicide, reckless 
endangerment of safety and 
four counts of obstructing an 
officer following the Dec. 13, 
2019 opioid-related death of 
Sylvia J. Kush in the Town of 
Merton.

Tucker Rain Zimmerman, 
of N371 Lincoln Road, Ixo-
nia, is charged in Waukesha 
County Circuit Court with 
the death of Kush, who was 
then his girlfriend of about 
two months. Also charged in 
Kush’s death is a Milwaukee 
man, Anthony Ball.

Zimmerman and Ball 
are charged with providing 
Fentanyl that was ingested 
by Kush. She later died of 
an overdose of the strong, 

opioid drug at her parents’ 
home in the Town of Merton. 
The Waukesha County Med-
ical Examiner’s Office deter-
mined the cause of Kush’s 
death to be acute Fetanyl 
and Alprazolam intoxication. 
According to WebMD, Alpra-
zolam is used to treat anxiety 
and panic disorders.

According to a crimi-
nal complaint on file at the 
Waukesha County Court-
house, Kush ingested the 
drugs that eventually killed 
her Dec. 12, 2019 and died 
in a bedroom at her parents’ 
house, with Zimmerman and 
her parents present, early 
Dec. 13, 2019.

After the incident, Zim-
merman was interviewed 
repeatedly by Waukesha 
County law enforcement per-
sonnel about the events of 
the evening of Kush’s death. 
Those interviews, along with 
other evidence, including cell 

phone records, allowed the 
county to issue the charges 
against Zimmerman and 
Ball for their alleged involve-
ment.

If convicted on the homi-
cide charge alone, Zimmer-
man could face 40 years in 
prison and a fine of $100,000.

Waukesha County’s court 
records indicate that, in that 
county, Zimmerman cur-
rently has three other open 
criminal cases. These include 
charges of theft, burglary, 
motor vehicle theft, and pos-
session of narcotic drugs and 
drug paraphernalia.

His next appearance in the 
homicide matter is a hear-
ing scheduled for June 11 at 
1:30 p.m.

Ixonia man enters 
not guilty pleas  

in drug death
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MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The mur-
der case against former Officer Derek 
Chauvin in the death of George Floyd 
went to the jury Monday in a city on 
edge against another round of unrest 
like the one that erupted last year 
over the video of the Black man with 
Chauvin’s knee on his neck.

The jury of six white members and 
six Black or multiracial ones was sent 
off to begin deliberating after nearly 
a full day of closing arguments in 
which prosecutors argued that Chau-
vin squeezed the life out Floyd last 
May in a way that even a child knew 
was wrong.

The defense contended that the 
now-fired white officer acted reason-
ably and that the 46-year-old Black 
man died of an underlying heart con-
dition and illegal drug use.

After closing arguments were 
done, Judge Peter Cahill rejected a 
defense request for a mistrial based 
in part on comments California Rep. 

Maxine Waters that protesters could 
get more confrontational if there is 
no guilty verdict.

The judge told Chauvin’s attor-
ney: “Congresswoman Waters may 
have given you something on appeal 
that may result in this whole trial 
being overturned.” He added: “I wish 
elected officials would stop talking 
about this case, especially in a man-
ner that is disrespectful to the rule of 
law and to the judicial branch.”

Chauvin, 45, is charged with sec-
ond-degree murder, third-degree 
murder and second-degree man-
slaughter. All three charges require 
the jury to conclude that Chauvin’s 
actions were a “substantial causal 
factor” in Floyd’s death and that his 
use of force was unreasonable.

The most serious charge carries 
up to 40 years in prison.

“Use your common sense. Believe 

Murder case  
in Floyd’s death 
goes to the jury
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