
SCHOOLS
Jefferson School Board implementing capacity 

limits on enrollment for special educational 

classes. • A2

NEWS
Old World Wisconsin in Eagle plans 

to move Wittnebel’s Tavern from Old 

Ashippun to the site. • A2
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With state health officials 
announcing that law enforce-
ment and fi refi ghters will be eli-
gible to receive the COVID-19 vac-
cine next week, the Watertown 
Fire Department is already ahead 
of the game.

Watertown Fire Department 
Chief Kraig Biefeld said many 
in his department are already 
receiving their second doses of 
the vaccine.

“The Watertown Fire Depart-
ment was able to receive the 
vaccine earlier and most of the 
personnel that received it have 
received their second dose,” 

Biefeld said Tuesday.
Because the city’s fi re depart-

ment provides EMS, it was 
allowed to get the vaccine sooner.

“For the fi re department, we 
had an average number of mem-
bers that wanted the vaccine 
right away,” Biefeld said. “We 
have some who wanted to wait 
to see how the vaccine side effects 
were and only a few who do not 
want to take it.”

Biefeld received his fi rst dose 
on Dec 18, 2020.

“It did not have any side 
effects, besides pain from the 
needle stick,” he said. “The sec-
ond dose was given to me on Jan 
8. Besides the pain from the nee-
dle stick, I had minor joint plan 

and felt tired for less than a day.”
Biefeld said it was important 

for the department’s members to 
get the vaccine, because they have 
been dealing with the dangers of 
the COVID-19 virus on a daily 
basis on its EMS calls, going into 
homes and transporting patients 
who have the virus.

“For me, to get the vaccine was 
important to not only make sure 
that we are there for the commu-
nity when they need us, but we 
have a daughter that has a poor 
immune system and because she 
cannot get a vaccine due to her 
age, I wanted to make sure that 
there was one less person who 
could bring the virus to her,” the 
chief said.

Watertown EMS staff ahead of fi eld 
in vaccination

Contributed
Walgreens dispersed 270 COVID-19 
vaccinations Monday for residents 
and staff of Shorehaven Health Cen-
ter. Almost a dozen Walgreens phar-
macists and staff administered vac-
cines, joked with residents, described 
potential vaccine side effects, and 
celebrated “a new day,” said phar-
macist Brian Danihlik. TOP: Volun-
teer Services Manager Pam Thomas 
gives the thumbs up during vacci-
nation with Danihlik. Staff escorted 
residents, monitored post-vaccine 
symptoms, signed posters, posed 
for selfi es, and compared vaccine 
stickers. BOTTOM: “This is an his-
toric moment, and I’m right in the 
midst of it,” said 100-year-old resi-
dent Ted Knap.

A real shot in the arm

COVID-19

By Steve Sharp

steves@wdtimes.com

Eligibility of fi refi ghters and 
law enforcement personnel to 
receive the COVID-19 vaccine fol-
lows its distribution to health care 
workers and residents of long-
term care facilities, but a plan 
for the general public’s immuni-
zation in Wisconsin remains to 
be seen.

“The state will be putting out 
a plan late next week identifying 
the next groups of people eligible 
for vaccine, but we do not know 

the details of the (subsequent) 
phases for distributing vaccine,” 
Watertown Health Department 
Director Carol Quest said.

Quest added that, despite 
reports in some media outlets, 
there is no sign-up list at present 
for persons age 65 and over to 
receive the vaccine in Wisconsin.

“Public health will be working 
with all of our health care part-
ners to provide vaccine to the 
community following the state 
plan,” Quest said.

Quest discussed the COVID-
19 Vaccination Distribution 

Implementation Program Tues-
day and said Watertown is cur-
rently following this plan to pro-
vide vaccinations to Phase 1A 
individuals. Phase 1A includes 
health care workers and residents 
of long-term care facilities.

Quest said once the vaccine 
becomes more widely avail-
able to seniors who are not in 
assisted living, an appointment 
may be needed to receive the vac-
cine, depending on where a per-
son wishes to get it. Quest said 

Health offi cials await word on 
next phase of inoculations

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — The 
Wisconsin Senate overwhelm-
ingly passed a scaled-down 
COVID-19 relief package Tues-
day, drawing a pledge from Gov. 
Tony Evers that he would sign 
the measure if clears the Assem-
bly. But that looked unlikely 
after a key Republican leader 
in that chamber declared the 
package falls far short of what 
the GOP wants.

The Republican-controlled 
Legislature passed a COVID-19 
relief deal in April but did noth-
ing to address the pandemic all 
summer and fall. Evers and 
Republican legislative leaders 
began talking with each other 
about a second package late last 
year but couldn’t come up with 
an agreement.

Assembly Republicans went 
ahead and passed their own 
package last week. Evers, a Dem-
ocrat, said he opposes it. Senate 
Republicans pared the proposal 

back, removing numerous pro-
visions the governor and other 
Democrats opposed. The Sen-
ate passed the package 29-2 on 
Tuesday afternoon and sent it 
back to the Assembly.

Evers immediately issued a 
statement saying he would sign 
the amended version of the bill, 
calling it a “good start” toward 
addressing COVID-19 in the 
state. He said he was grateful 
to work with Senate Majority 
Leader Devin LeMahieu on the 
changes and implored Assem-
bly Speaker Robin Vos to pass 
it and send it to his desk.

“This is the unifi ed gover-
nance our state needs right 
now,” Senate Republicans said 
in a joint statement.

Vos hasn’t revealed his 
position on the Senate revi-
sions. His spokeswoman, Kit 
Beyer, didn’t return a message 

State Senate 
approves COVID-19 

relief package

WISCONSIN

STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS

WATERLOO

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Gov. 
Tony Evers, setting both a som-
ber and optimistic tone, cau-
tioned in his State of the State 
speech on Tuesday that the chal-
lenges posed by the coronavirus 
pandemic in an “unrelenting” 
2020 will carry over into this 
year, but “we aren’t defeated.”

In an advanced copy of his 
speech released to the media, 
Evers asked for a moment of 
silence and dedicate the speech 
to the more than 5,000 people 
who have died from COVID-19 
in Wisconsin to date.

“We’ve made it through a dif-
fi cult year, folks,” he said in pre-
pared remarks released ahead 
of the 7 p.m. speech. “While it 

was discouraging, we aren’t 
defeated. While it was trying, 
we’re tough.”

Evers was pre-recording his 
speech, which is typically used 
by governors to set the tone for 
the coming year and outline 
their broad priorities. It was to 
be broadcast on Evers’ YouTube 
and Facebook pages. State law-
makers planned to gather in the 
Senate and Assembly chambers 
to watch the address on tele-
vision monitors. Republican 
legislative leaders planned to 
respond.

Traditionally, the governor 
would deliver the speech in the 

Evers says challenges 
of 2020 will carry over 

into 2021

Briess Malt & Ingredients Co. 
announced Tuesday afternoon it 
has decided to close its Waterloo 
facility. According to a release 
from the company, as part of its 
Manitowoc expansion, the com-
pany had to “make the diffi cult 
decision to close Briess’ manu-
facturing facility in Waterloo, 
Wisconsin.”

The Briess Waterloo malting 
facility has been in operation 
since 1902.

Production transition to 
Manitowoc is underway, accord-
ing to Tuesday afternoon’s 
release.

“The Manitowoc facility has 
the infrastructure and capacity 
to meet our customers’ needs 
now and into the future. What’s 
more, easy access through 

multiple modes of transporta-
tion makes Manitowoc the per-
fect logistical location to reach 
our customers.”

The release, signed by com-
pany President/COO Ryan 
O’Toole and Vice President of 
Sales and Marketing Bill Schaef-
fer, said “As a family focused 
company, Briess will continue 
to honor its commitment to 
employees by making opportu-
nities available at other facilities 
for all Waterloo team members 
who choose to remain part of the 
Briess family.”

Briess is headquartered in 
Chilton.

Further information about 
the closure of the Waterloo facil-
ity was not available as of dead-
line.

Briess closing area 
malting facility
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