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NEWS
After a one year absence, Watertown’s Fourth of 

July parade is back on again for the summer of 

2021. • A3

SENIOR
May is Older Americans Month, a time 

to reflect on senior citizens and also for 

seniors to consider staying healthy. • A6
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Ed Zagorski
TOP: Becky Wredberg and her daughter, Julia, 2, were at the 
Watertown Farmers’ Market Tuesday at Riverside Park. The 
two were checking out flowers to purchase. BOTTOM LEFT: 
Sonja Williams looks at different plants to buy at the Water-
town Farmers’ Market Tuesday morning. BOTTOM RIGHT: 

Before buying them, Brandi Heller of Watertown looks over 
potatoes.
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Joe Biden on 
Tuesday set a new vaccina-
tion goal to deliver at least 
one shot to 70% of adult 
Americans by July Fourth 
as he tackles the vexing 
problem of winning over 
the “doubters” and those 
unmotivated to get inocu-
lated.

Demand for vaccines 
has dropped off markedly 
nationwide, with some 
states leaving more than 
half their available doses 
unordered. Aiming to 
make it easier to get shots, 
Biden called for states to 
make vaccines available on 
a walk-in basis and he will 
direct many pharmacies to 

do likewise.
His administration for 

the first time also is moving 
to shift doses from states 
with weaker demand to 
areas with stronger inter-
est in the shots.

“You do need to get vac-
cinated,” Biden said from 
the White House. “Even if 
your chance of getting seri-
ously ill is low, why take the 
risk? It could save your life 
or the lives of somebody 
you love.”

Biden’s goal equates 
to delivering at least the 
first shot to 181 million 
adults and fully vacci-
nating 160 million. It’s a 

Biden aims to 
vaccinate 70%  

of adults by July

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
Wisconsin passed 600,000 
confirmed cases of COVID-
19 on Tuesday, a depress-
ing marker that comes as 
demand for the vaccine 
slows and more doses go to 
waste.

The state also recorded 
11 more deaths from the 
disease, pushing its pan-
demic total to 6,850.

“It’s almost impossible 
to understand the impact 
of those numbers,” Julie 
Willems Van Dijk, the 

deputy secretary of the 
state Department of Health 
Services, said during a con-
ference call. She called sur-
passing 600,000 cases a 
“grim milestone.”

As is the case in some 
other states, Wisconsin’s 
rate of people getting vac-
cinated is slowing, as those 
most committed to getting 
immunized have already 
done so. As of Tuesday, 
43.5% of the population 

COVID cases hit 
600,000 mark as 
vaccinations slow

By Ed Zagorski

edz@wdtimes.com

Political newcomer 
Jorge Monterrey, 39, 
turned in his papers Tues-
day afternoon to run for 
the position now held by 
Mayor Emily McFarland 
in the April 2022 election.

“For several years I 
have heard multiple con-
cerns from people in our 
community, and have 
been asked if I would take 
on the challenge of run-
ning for mayor,” Monter-
rey said in a brief speech 
outside of Watertown City 
Hall. “We the people need 
to be reminded that lead-
ership is there to serve and 
not be served.

“Leadership needs to be 
truly transparent. Leader-
ship needs to have account-
ability,” he said. “Leader-
ship must have a strong 
foundation of integrity. I 
plan to give Watertown the 

transparency, accountabil-
ity and integrity it has been 
asking for.”

Monterrey moved his 
family and business in 
2014 to Watertown. Since 
then, he chose to start 
several other businesses 
within Watertown, includ-
ing The Gym, The Arcade, 
The Bar and Kiss My Axe. 
He consults other busi-
ness owners on aspects 
of entrepreneurship and 
small business ownership.

He said one of his man-
tras is “silence is consent.” 
He said he will no lon-
ger let the community be 
silent.

Monterrey said he is 
prepared to take on the 
responsibility and become 
the voice for the Water-
town community.

He said he doesn’t 
want to see Watertown 
neglected anymore. With 
forward thinking cou-
pled with innovative 

collaboration, Monter-
rey said, Watertown will 
become the aspiring com-
munity it once was.

Monterrey served from 
1998 to 2006 in the U.S. 
Marine Corps.

Current Watertown 

Mayor Emily McFarland 
was elected in April 2019.

The Daily Times 
reached out to McFarland 
late Tuesday, but she did 
not comment on whether 
she will run again in 2022 
before press time.

Monterrey to run for mayor in 2022

Ed Zagorski
Jorge Monterrey, right, announces his bid for Watertown 
mayor. He is planning on running in April 2022. Monterrey’s 
girlfriend, Misti Hawn, stands with him at his press confer-
ence outside of Watertown City Hall Tuesday.

The City of Watertown 
Department of Public 
Health has received sup-
port from the Watertown 
Health Board to transi-
tion away from the phased 
reopening plan to new, 
updated guidance.

This change was pro-
posed because the city now 
has widely available vac-
cine and is in a place of 
greater stability with active 
infection of COVID-19.

“In our phased reopen-
ing plan we identified phase 
4 as a ‘new normal,’ and the 
key indicator for this phase 
was widely available vac-
cine,” Watertown Mayor 

Emily McFarland said. 
“Because we are receiving 
a steady supply of vaccine 
and everyone over 16 is eli-
gible, and because the city 
was in phase three, we felt 
it was the appropriate time 
to update the guidance and 
shift away from the phased 
reopening plan.”

Under the new guid-
ance the city provides rec-
ommendations of best 
practices and long- stand-
ing public health mea-
sures and shifts away from 
phases.

“The shift away from 

Watertown changes 
COVID-19 guidance
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