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A pair of historic mainstays 
in Watertown’s downtown com-
munity, in terms of entertain-
ment, banquets and hospitality, 
are putting on a press to bounce 
back from crippling COVID-19 
restrictions that threatened to 
put them out of business.

“Everyone thinks we’re 
closed,” Bob Stangler of Turner 
Hall, 301 S. Fourth St. said Mon-
day as he chatted with hall col-
leagues Rich Doman and Aux-
iliary President Gail Hall in 
the facility’s large kitchen. 
The three Turner Hall volun-
teers, in fact, have known each 
other since they went to school 
together, graduating in Water-
town High School’s Class of 
1969.

“Yes, we are open again for 
events of any kind,” Doman 
said. “We never stopped serv-
ing the public, but with all the 
restrictions, we stayed shut to 
keep people from getting sick.”

Contrary to rumors, Turner 
Hall has been, and will be, 
open for business, subject to 
any restrictions caused by the 
ever-changing pandemic situa-
tion, Hall said. She added that 
the size of future events will be 
in accordance with guidelines 
set by state and local authori-
ties.

She said Turner Hall’s cater-
ing business has sustained it 
through the pandemic.

Since COVID-19 reared its 
ugly head, Turner and Plat-
tdeutscher halls have been able 
to find small openings, here 
and there, to perform their 
usual functions — well almost.

Turner Hall has catered a 
few birthdays, funerals, the 
Lebanon Sportsmen’s Club 
Annual Auction and, of course, 
presented their fish fries, but as 
carryout-only events.

Plattdeutscher Hall, 115 S. 
Second St. has been hosting 
events — albeit in limited fash-
ion — throughout the worst 
phases of the pandemic, but 
its leaders are looking forward 
to brighter days as vaccine 

percentages increase in the 
local population.

“We’ve never closed. We’ve 
been open this whole time for 
functions,” said Ryan Livieri, a 
Plattdeutscher board member. 
“We just followed the guide-
lines on percentages and capac-
ity for the 333-person capacity 
hall, and we’ve had disinfectant 
applied and the hall cleaned 
after every function. We are still 
renting the hall.”

Livieri said the number of 
events hosted at Plattdeutscher 
has been down by about 60% 
during COVID-19, but bookings 
are starting to increase.

“We are getting calls every 
day and doing bookings. The 
last year has been terrible,” he 
said, “and we are looking for-
ward to better times.”

Events at Plattdeutscher 
Hall, which has been part of 

Watertown for more than 100 
years, have included political 
functions, wedding receptions, 
baptisms, holiday and birthday 
parties, funerals, baby show-
ers, “We’ve done it all over the 
years,” Livieri said.

Plattdeutscher Hall is run 
by its 14 members, with a 
board of directors. The build-
ing is owned by one of the Plat-
tdeutscher’s team. A person can 
become a member of the Plat-
tdeutscher group simply by 
inquiring.

“We meet the person inter-
ested in joining, do a back-
ground check and it’s voted 
upon,” Livieri said, adding the 
group is rooted in community 
service.

Turner Hall has been a fix-
ture in Watertown for 161 years 

Local halls struggle through 
pandemic, look to brighter days
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Like Turner Hall, Plattdeutscher Hall is looking to bounce back from 
the COVID-19 restrictions.
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Turners Gail Hall and Bob Stangler stand on the Turner Hall stage in front of the hall’s historic painted ban-
ner commemorating old scenes and businesses from Watertown’s history.

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Repub-
licans who head the Legislature’s 
budget committee told Wiscon-
sin’s business leaders on Wednes-
day that they are optimistic a tax 
cut will be a part of the next two-
year spending plan, although they 
said details on what type and how 
much were still being discussed.

Discussion of a tax cut comes 
as the budget committee plans 
on Thursday to cut hundreds of 
Gov. Tony Evers’ proposals from 
the budget, including $1 billion 
in tax increases largely on capital 
gains and manufacturing income. 
Republicans also plan to turn 
away Medicaid expansion, which 

would mean the state would lose 
out on $1.6 billion over two years 
in federal money to replace what 
the state would pay to offer Bad-
gerCare Plus insurance to about 
90,000 more low-income people.

All told, with one vote Repub-
licans will be cutting $3.4 billion 
from the Evers proposal, accord-
ing to the Legislature’s nonparti-
san Legislative Fiscal Bureau. The 
Republican spending plan will 
be built from the current budget, 
passed two years ago, rather than 
what Evers proposed in February.

The committee co-chairs, Sen. 

GOP eyes tax cut  
as they prepare  

to gut Evers’ plan
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If you heard rousing applause 
about 7:15 Tuesday evening it was 
likely emanating from Watertown 
City Hall.

Nearly 40 of Steve Hepp’s fam-
ily and friends, Watertown Com-
mon Council members and other 
elected officials honored Hepp 
with a standing ovation.

And with good reason – May 4 
was proclaimed as Steve Hepp Day 
by the Watertown Common Coun-
cil.

Hepp, 66, and a respected 
member of the Watertown com-
munity, helped to recruit the city’s 
police and fire chiefs. He also was 
the designer of the 9/11 Memo-
rial at the Marine Corps League 
Aero Park on Boomer Street. Hepp 

also ran his 36-year-old busi-
ness, Steve’s Limousine Service in 
Watertown.

Before Watertown Mayor Emily 
McFarland presented Hepp with 
a city proclamation on his spe-
cial day, State Sen. John Jagler, 
R-Watertown, thanked Hepp for 
his dedication and passion for his 
work in the city.

“I want to thank you on behalf 
of my family, as a close friend, 
but on behalf of the community 
as well,” Jagler said. “We have a 
proclamation from the State of 
Wisconsin and a citation from 
the senate. The last lines are ‘The 
City of Watertown has declared 
today Steve Hepp Day because of 
his countless contributions to the 
community.”

State, city leaders: 
Hepp, Hepp hooray 

for community service

Ed Zagorski
Steve Hepp, 66, a respected member of the Watertown community, was hon-
ored for his work in the city. May 4 was proclaimed as Steve Hepp Day by the 
Watertown Common Council and state senate. Pictured were from left, State 
Sen. John Jagler, R-Watertown, Sue Hepp, Steve Hepp,  Watertown Mayor 
Emily McFarland and Watertown Police Chief Robert Kaminiski in the coun-
cil chambers.
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