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Are you one of the winners of the APG  

of Southern Wisconsin Spring Time Savings 

contest? Look and see. • A6

SCHOOLS
Outgoing Jefferson School District  

Superintendent Mark Rollefson reflects  

on tenure spanning back to 1989. • A3
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J E F F E R S O N  — 

Although there have been 

updates that have been 

ongoing since 1991, it’s 

time again for major ren-

ovations — to the tune of 

a possible $35 million — 

to the Jefferson County 

Courthouse.

The facility dates to orig-

inal construction in 1961.

Acknowledging this 

need, the Jefferson County 

Board of Supervisors on 

Tuesday voted 27-2 with 

Mike Kelly absent, to con-

tinue taking steps toward 

initiating the project. 

Many other hurdles need 

to be cleared before the 

full project can begin. The 
dissenting supervisors 
were Greg David of Water-
town and John Kannard of 
Helenville.

Explaining his vote, 
David told his colleagues 
that the world, “is in a state 
of flux” and warned that, 
“there are big curves com-
ing up.” He said the county 
should remain flexible 
for the foreseeable future 
and not commit to such a 
major project until more 
is known about how office 
work in society will eventu-
ally be performed.

Kannard agreed with 
David, saying that, “In five 
years, you might design a 
totally different building.”

Supervisor Richard 
Jones is chairman of the 

finance committee and 
said his panel believes that, 
with interest rates as favor-
able as they are, now is the 
time to undertake the ren-
ovations.

Supervisor Curtis Back-
lund voted in favor of 
the project, saying if the 
county were to do just the 
mechanical work needed, 
“you rip into the walls. And 
by doing this all at once, 
it’s done and you don’t dis-
place workers twice. We’ve 
looked at all the space 
requirements … It makes 
sense to be ‘one and done.’ 
And I don’t see costs going 
down anytime soon.”

Walt Christensen of the 
board said that when he 
first saw the financial fig-
ures for the project, he 

was skeptical. I toured the 
buildings, and attended 
the buildings and grounds 
committee meetings, and 
I was relieved of my skep-
ticism. The experts here 
have convinced me the 
scope is correct, and the 
need is there and I have 
to go with the (recommen-
dations) of upper manage-
ment, whom I trust.”

According to Jeffer-
son County Administra-
tor Ben Wehmeier, part of 
the initial efforts by the 
county toward the project 
will now be final selection 
processes of who will per-
form the work and gain-
ing contract approval for 
these efforts. Wehmeier 
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JEFFERSON — It seems 

that the Jefferson County 

Board of Supervisors is 

being asked to look into 

a crystal ball as it tries to 

predict what county gov-

ernmental offices will look 

like in the future.

Supervisors are facing 

many questions, such as 

how many additional peo-

ple will be working for the 

county in 20 or more years, 

or even if all staff will need 

office space in the center of 

the county seat. The pan-

demic has taught society 

that it is possible for some 

jobs to be performed from 

home.

At this time in its deci-

sion-making process about 

possible courthouse expan-

sion and renovation, basic, 

driving financial factors 

in the project are heat-

ing, ventilation, and air 

$35 million courthouse remodeling advances
What would be in the 

renovated facility?

Ed Zagorski
TOP: Watertown Street 
Department employee 
Adam Quest soaks some 
newly seeded earth 
Wednesday morning along 
Utah Street. Quest said the 
tanker he drives for such 
duties hauls nearly 2,000 
gallons of water. RIGHT: 

With a high reaching 92 
degrees coupled with a low 
probability of rain, Quest 
soaks all areas where new 
grass seed was put down.

Parched earth
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HUSTISFORD — In her second 
full day as library director, Nicole 
Mszal has her sights on making the 
Hustisford Community Library a 
shining gem.

“I want the residents of Hustis-
ford and others from surrounding 
areas to feel welcomed when they 
walk through our doors,” she said 
Tuesday. “I want to help make this 
is a valuable community asset to all 
ages.”

Mszal, a self-proclaimed book-
worm, enjoys immersing herself 
in the fantasy genre through such 
authors as Elizabeth Haydon and 
Sara Douglass when she’s not work-
ing in her garden.

If that’s not enough, she also 
plays the violin. Her skilled play-
ing earned her a music scholar-
ship to Illinois Wesleyan University, 

where she graduated with a degree 
in anthropology.

Soon after, she found herself trav-
eling to Japan, where she taught 
English for four years.

“My Japanese wasn’t really good, 
but I learned about the culture and 
gained a new appreciation for the 
English language,” she said. “I loved 
the job I was in. Every day I was 
teaching in a different elementary 
or middle school.”

She lived in a small Japanese 
town similar in size to Hustisford.

“It was a wonderful experience,” 
she said.

Mszal, who is from Villa Park, Ill., 
earned a master’s degree in library 
science from Dominican University, 
a private Catholic University in River 
Forest, Ill. and a master’s degree in 
public administration from the Stu-
art School of Business, which is an 

New library director 
ready to serve

Ed Zagorski
Nicole Mszal, the new Hustisford Community Library director, poses in front of 
the children’s section. 

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
The Republican-controlled 
Wisconsin Legislature voted 
Wednesday to eliminate a 
$300-a-week federal bonus 
for unemployed people, a 
measure that Democratic Gov. 

Tony Evers has made clear he’s 
likely to veto.

The federal payment, 
approved to help the unem-
ployed during the coronavirus 
pandemic, is scheduled to end 
on Sept. 6. Twenty-five other 

states have already approved 
ending it early, saying it has 
exacerbated worker shortage 
problems.

Legislature votes to end extra 
unemployment aid
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