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Waterloo Common Council recognizes police 
officers for saving life of victim by using CPR 
and defibrillator. • A3

BUSINESS
Jefferson County Area Tourism Council 
launches website to highlight cultural, arts, 
music, history, parks, recreation. • A6
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Pam Chickering Wilson
Enjoying a beautiful day in Watertown Saturday, Cora Fessler, left, 6, and Harper Hainstock, right, 4, climbed into over-
sized letters that form the “Sharp Corner Park” sign on East Main Street.
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JUNEAU — The Dodge 
County Executive Commit-
tee Monday recommended 
terminating its emergency 
declaration for the COVID-
19 pandemic.

It was a decision as 
much about meeting pro-
cedures and supervisor sti-
pends as it was about pub-
lic health.

The declaration has 
been on its agendas for 
much of the past year, but 
in previous months has 
routinely looked at what 
Dodge County Chairman 
Russell Kottke deemed 
“status quo.”

With the number of 
COVID-19 test positives 
dropping, the issue gained 
additional momentum, 
even as most executive 
committee members wore 
facemarks Monday.

Dodge County Public 
Health Officer Abby Sauer 
was not at the meeting. The 

department’s website urges 
citizens to continue to 
wear face masks, to main-
tain social distance and to 
wash hands frequently, in 
accordance with state and 
national COVID-19 safety 
guidelines.

County supervisor Jeff 
Schmitt of Beaver Dam has 
been outspoken against the 
emergency declaration.

“We need to end this 
nonsense,” he said. “It’s 
time to move on. To me, it’s 
ridiculous.”

Schmitt expressed his 
displeasure with some 
county supervisors using 
the declared emergency to 
attend meetings virtually 
rather than in-person.

Supervisor Dan Hilbert 
of Beaver Dam said video 
works well for meetings, 
but agreed with Schmitt, 
saying telephone conver-
sations with a committee 
or county board does not 
provide the same “feel” 

Panel backs end 
to emergency 

declaration

By Steve Sharp
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After what its leader-
ship called, “careful con-
sideration” and with the 
support of physician lead-
ers and surgeons, Water-
town Regional Medical 
Center has shifted to a 
comprehensive certified 
registered nurse anesthe-
tist structure in its anes-
thesia department.

This is a switch that has 
been occurring nation-
ally, away from anesthe-
siologists who are exclu-
sively medical doctors. 
It has been met, in some 

quarters, with opposition.
“CRNAs have been pro-

viding high-quality anes-
thesia services at our hos-
pital, and other hospitals 
across the country, for 
years,” Richard Kedding-
ton, CEO of the medical 
center said Monday. “Fol-
lowing evidence-based 
best practices, these 
highly trained medical 
professionals bring essen-
tial skills and expertise 
to rural and medically 
underserved communi-
ties, allowing patients to 
access critical care when 
and where they need it.”

According to WRMC, 

it will continue to have an 
anesthesiologist on staff 
who works collaboratively 
with the CRNAs.

Information provided 
by the hospital stated 
that CRNAs are trained to 
administer every type of 
anesthesia to all types of 
patients in any healthcare 
setting where anesthesia 
is delivered.

According the website 
for the American Associ-
ation of Nurse Anesthe-
tists, CRNAs have been 
providing anesthesia care 
to patients in the United 
States for more than 150 
years.

“CRNA’s collaborate 
with surgeons, anesthesi-
ologists, dentists, podia-
trists, and other qualified 
healthcare professionals 
to deliver safe, high-qual-
ity, and cost-effective 
patient care in virtually 
every healthcare setting,” 
the AANA site stated.

CRNAs are advanced 
practice registered nurses 
who administer approx-
imately 43 million anes-
thetics to patients each 
year in the United States.

“In some states,” the 
AANA said, “CRNAs are 

Watertown hospital changes how  
it administers anesthesia

MADISON, Wis. (AP) 
— Everyone age 16 and 
up became eligible for the 
COVID-19 vaccine in Wis-
consin on Monday, the 
same day that an outbreak 
of a more contagious vari-
ant of the coronavirus was 
reported at a Dane County 
child care center and pos-
itive cases statewide con-
tinued to increase.

Also Monday, the state 
announced it was once 
again accepting applica-
tions for unarmed com-
bat sports programs like 
boxing, kickboxing and 
mixed martial arts with 
the events expected to take 

place after June 1. They 
have been on hold since 
March 24, 2020.

The mixture of good 
and bad news for the state 
mirrored the story across 
much of the world, as the 
push to vaccinate as many 
people as possible amid 
new variants of the virus.

In Wisconsin, as of 
Monday 33% of the popu-
lation had received at least 
one vaccine dose and more 
than 20% were fully vacci-
nated, the state Depart-
ment of Health Services 
reported. But the percent-
age of newly confirmed 
cases continued to go up 

from a low point during 
the second week in March.

Over the past two 
weeks, the rolling average 
number of daily new cases 
in Wisconsin increased by 
nearly 26%, according to 
data from Johns Hopkins 
University. There were 
169 new cases per 100,000 
people over the past two 
weeks in Wisconsin, which 
ranks 36th in the country 
for new cases per capita.

Public Health Madi-
son & Dane County on 
Monday said that 35 peo-
ple connected to a single 
child care center tested 
positive for the virus, 

including a more conta-
gious variant first identi-
fied in the United King-
dom. The health depart-
ment said 21 of the cen-
ter’s children and workers 
tested positive as did 14 of 
their family members. It 
did not name the center 
or where in the county it 
was located.

Most of the children 
who tested positive had 
mild symptoms like fever 
and cough, the health 
department said, while 
urging parents not to dis-
count those symptoms 

By Steve Sharp
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FORT ATKINSON — 
Although Enbridge Energy 
waited more than one 
year to notify the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural 
Resources of a spill on one 
of its pipelines near Fort 
Atkinson and Lake Kos-
hkonong, the DNR said 
Monday that Enbridge is 
being cooperative in the 
investigation and remedi-
ation of the problem.

Trevor Nobile, a field 
operations director for the 
DNR, said Monday that 
Enbridge was still evaluat-
ing the circumstances that 
occurred within the case to 
determine what its future 
actions might be for reme-
diation.

“We are meeting with 
Enbridge today on reme-
dial actions to date,” Nob-
ile said, adding the state 
agency will also be look-
ing toward future actions 
Enbridge will be taking.

Known to the DNR as 
“Line 13,” the Southern 
Lights Pipeline starts in 
Manhattan, Illinois and 
runs through Wisconsin 

and Minnesota, deliver-
ing products to Enbridge’s 
Edmonton terminal in 
Alberta, Canada. Accord-
ing to Enbridge, the pipe-
line, which run near Black 
Hawk Island Road where 
the spill occurred, trans-
ports 180,000 barrels per 
day of petroleum diluent, 
which is used to dilute 
heavy oils for faster trans-
port.

Enbridge said an alarm 
alerted its staff to the leak 
on April 26, 2019. After 
the incident, samples were 
taken from around the 
spill site to determine the 
source of the leak. It wasn’t 
until May 17 that the leak 
was identified as emanat-
ing from a faulty elbow 
joint. The leak was fixed on 
June 2.

Nobile said Enbridge 
continued to excavate 
the site and test soil and 
nearby wells for contam-
ination, but the leak was 
not reported to the DNR 
until July 31, 2020. This 
was more than one year 
after the spill.

The Milwaukee Jour-
nal Sentinel reported that, 

DNR: Enbridge has 
been ‘proactive’ 
since spill reveal

As COVID cases rise, vaccinations 
open to all over age 16
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