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Almost
25% fully
vaccinated

Time for gardening, planting
Steve Sharp
LEFT: David Day, 901 Richards Ave., got a jump on Arbor Day, which
is April 30, by planting a honey locust tree in front of his home.
RIGHT: John Kaliebe, 829 Richards Ave., spent a portion of the
late afternoon Sunday tending to his flower gardens.

MILWAUKEE (AP) — Wisconsin health officials reported nearly a
quarter of the state’s population has
completed COVID-19 vaccination on
Sunday.
Over 1.4 million people — making up 24.3% of the state’s population — have been completely vaccinated by either receiving the single-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine
or two doses of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine.
Health officials reported over
36,000 more doses of vaccine administered, bringing the total number of
people who have received at least one
dose to over 2 million, representing
37% of the population.
However, daily case counts have
also been on the rise. Over the past
two weeks, the rolling average number of daily new cases has increased
by 34%, according to Johns Hopkins University researchers. Wisconsin Department of Health Services
reported 569 new cases Sunday, as
well as one new death.
Over the course of the pandemic,
6,677 people in Wisconsin had died
after contracting COVID-19.
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City to have 126 private hydrants

State high court:
Don’t purge
voters from rolls

By Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com
Did you know there
are 126 private hydrants
that don’t belong to the
city? Soon they will be
color coded to help people see the difference.
Early last year, while
city crews were reviewing the water main placement and hydrants for a
small proposed development, Watertown’s
Water Systems Manager
Pete Hartz said he found
the city was not following its own code for the
locations and responsibilities of private fire
hydrants.
“ We
weren’ t

uniformly enforcing
it,” Hartz said. “We had
intentions by some
property owners to
meet the code requirements. However, we
identified nearly 200
private hydrants, but
none of them met all of
the requirements of the
code so we wanted to do
a reset on the code to
determine what makes
the best sense for private hydrant owners
and the water department.”
Hartz said he met
with the fire department about the proposed changes and then
with the city attorney to
finalize the code before

it came to the full council Monday.
“We still have a lot
of work to do. We have
identified them (the private hydrants),” Hartz
said. “We put a layer
on our GIS (geographic
information system) of
them so we know where
they are. We reached out
to a few (property) owners and we’re still trying
to document some easements and placements
of these hydrants where
it looked like the intention was well played out.
However, the easements
didn’t line up properly.”
He said the private
hydrants may be needed
to meet the requirements

of the state fire code or
improve water quality.
“They can’t be part of
the public water system
as they are located outside the right of way on
private property,” Hartz
said. “Even if a public
easement is recorded,
the main extension and
hydrant are still considered to be private property.”
He said even though
the private hydrants are
on private property firefighters are allowed to
go on the private property to use the private
hydrants.
Hartz said the city’s
water depar tment
is going to paint the

private hydrants yellow this year. City fire
hydrants are red.
“We are then going
to reach out to the property owners so they
know what is required
of them moving forward,” he said.
Hartz said the Watertown Water Department
will maintain all of the
city hydrants, but the
department will no longer maintain the private
hydrants.
“The property owners will be responsible for those hydrants,”
Hartz said, “just as they
are with their interior

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — The Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled Friday that the state elections commission should not remove from
the rolls voters flagged as possibly
having moved, something Democrats fought and conservatives have
wanted done for nearly two years.
The court’s 5-2 ruling means
about 69,000 people on the list of
likely movers will not have their
voter registrations deactivated.
When the lawsuit was first brought
in 2019, about 234,000 were on the
list. Of those who remain, none
voted in the 2020 presidential election, according to the Wisconsin
Elections Commission. No voters

See Hydrants, Page A8

See Court, Page A8

Nancy Zastrow
By Steve Sharp
steves@wdtimes.com
TOWN OF IXONIA —
Even those paying their
tax bills say it’s hard not
to smile when they walk
into the Ixonia Town Hall
and are greeted by veteran
Clerk Nancy Zastrow.
Zastrow’s good nature
and penchant for self-deprecation are among her
winning qualities and are,
in part, why she was chosen for the Daily Times
weekly 10 Questions feature.
“Sure,” Zastrow said

when asked if she would
participate in our brief
interrogation, which is
intended to allow the public to get to know their
neighbors a little better.
“But I guess I have ‘sucker’
written across my forehead!”
Zastrow began her work
with the Town of Ixonia in

June of 2016. She said the
ironic thing is that the
town hall used to be Ixonia Bank, where, in June
of 1976, after graduation
from Oconomowoc High
School, Zastrow was hired
to work as a secretary.
“To come back here 40
years later and work in
the same building is pretty
awesome,” she said. “Life
does come full circle.”
Zastrow has been in the
political arena since 1989,
when she ran and won as
a write-in for the Town
of Watertown Treasurer’s position. Prior to that,

she worked part-time at
J. Little Photography and
helped her husband of 44
years, Dale, on their dairy
farm.
Zastrow lives in the
Town of Watertown, just
over the border from the
Town of Ixonia, and she
and Dale own land in the
Town of Ixonia, where she
grew up.
“I lived right next to
the fire station on North
Street,” she said. “So I have
deep roots in Ixonia.”
Zastrow said she has a
great life that is, “ ... blessed
with three children who

Steve Sharp
Ixonia Town Clerk Nancy Zastrow reveals a few personal tidbits about herself in this weeks Watertown Daily Times “10
Questions” feature.
are married to wonderful
spouses whom I consider

See Zastrow, Page A8

