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Soybean fi elds were being readied for winter on Thursday afternoon just west of Watertown on State Highway 19. 
Farmers across the state were harvesting soybeans at a rapid pace, according to the Wisconsin Crop Weather 
Report.

SOYBEAN HARVEST

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
Wisconsin hit a new daily 
high for confi rmed corona-
virus cases and hospitaliza-
tions on � ursday, a surge 
that the state’s chief health 
offi  cer called a crisis.

� ere were 3,747 new 
cases reported � ursday, 
blowing past the record of 
3,279 set on Tuesday. � e 

number of people hospital-
ized continued its steady 
increase this week, rising 
to a new all-time high of 
1,043.

“� is is going to get 
worse before it gets better,” 
said Department of Health 
Services Secretary Andrea 
Palm. “Wisconsin is in 

Records set 
in state for cases, 
hospitalizations 
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� e Watertown Unifi ed 
School District has a new 
health insurance provider.

At its Oct. 5 meeting, the 
Watertown Unifi ed School 
District (WUSD) Board of 
Education awarded the 
contract for the school 
district’s health insurance 
benefi t program to Quartz 
Health Solutions Inc.

� e projected cost for 
insurance in 2021 through 
Quartz is $7,023,319.

According to informa-
tion provided by the dis-
trict, Quartz is a Wiscon-
sin-based health insurance 
provider with an extensive 
provider network and a 
commitment to develop-
ing innovative approach-
es to wellness, prevention 
and community well-be-
ing.

School district Superin-
tendent Cassandra Schug 
said, “� e board’s decision 
is the culmination of a 
year-long eff ort to exam-
ine health insurance ben-

efi ts in conjunction with 
the WUSD’s fi ve-year bud-
get plan to reduce costs. 
� e board also had a goal 
of providing minimal dis-
ruption for employees and 
families. In the face of ex-
pected infl ation of health 
insurance costs to rise be-
tween 4-10% nationwide, 
the board anticipates sav-
ing $4.6 million over the 
next four years due to the 
change to Quartz, while 
still maintaining the same 
level of coverage and the 
same network of health 

care providers for the vast 
majority of employees.”

� ere were employees 
at the early October meet-
ing who spoke against the 
change, saying, in part, 
they thought the timing, 
due to COVID-19, was in-
appropriate.

“� e change to Quartz 
is a change from a 
self-funded model to a ful-
ly-insured insurance mod-
el,” Schug said. “While 
the underlying funding 
model is changing, the 

School board approves new health 
insurance for employees
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A candidate who wants 
to bring integrity back to 
politics and another can-
didate who has served 
as a state senator for 25 
years, are facing off  in the 
Nov. 3 election to succeed 
long-time Congressman 
Jim Sensenbrenner to rep-
resent the Fifth Congres-
sional District in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.

Vying for the position 
in Washington, D.C., are 
long-time politician State 
Senate Majority Leader 
Scott Fitzgerald, a Repub-

lican from Juneau, and 
Democrat Tom Palzewicz, 
a small business owner 
from Brookfi eld who has 
no prior political experi-
ence.

Sensenbrenner, a Re-
publican, has held the po-
sition since 1979. � e term 
is for two years.

According to Palzewicz’s 
website, his focus is to run 
a country over party cam-
paign. He wants to identify 
the issues, start with the 
things that can be agreed 
upon and then move 

towards where the country 
needs to go. He is running 
for equality in education, 

fairness in taxation, and 
fairness in justice.

Fitzgerald, Palzewicz face off  in Fifth 
Congressional election
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JUNEAU — Dodge Coun-
ty Circuit Court Judge Mar-
tin De Vries sentenced Jes-
sie Garcia, 27, Beaver Dam 
to 3 1/2 years of prison for 
two counts of battery or 
threat to an offi  cer and 
resist or obstruct offi  cer 
causing substantial bodi-
ly harm. Garcia will also 
spend 8 years on supervi-
sion following the prison 
sentence.

In September 2019, Wa-
tertown Police arrested 
Garcia for operating while 
intoxicated and resist-
ing offi  cers. Garcia was 
released from custody in 

Watertown, and almost 
immediately got back in 
his car, still intoxicated, 
and drove to Beaver Dam, 
according to the criminal 
complaint. Beaver Dam 

Beaver Dam man 
who injured offi  cers  

sent to prison
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JUNEAU — When is a 
fence not a fence? Juneau 
city offi  cials decided that 
Tuesday.

After a resident ques-
tioned if placing sticks 
from a tree in the ground of 
one’s yard serves as an ac-
tual fence, Juneau Common 
Council members decided 
Tuesday to amend its fence 
ordinance.

Following Alderman Da-
vid Gratton reading of the 
amended ordinance, which 

requires citizens to use only 
milled or manufactured 
materials when construct-
ing a fence within the city 
limits, Alderman Cheryl 
Braun ask if Juneau offi  cials 
were placing an undue fi -
nancial burden on its resi-
dents.

“Are we requiring people 
to spend more money?” 
Braun asked. “I understand 
allowing the freedom of 
expression, but I also un-
derstand uniformity. I just 
don’t want us to place any 

City cracks down on 
fences made of sticks
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