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In Times Square: Did you know that the 
Rock River in Watertown is actually home 
to three dams? � A2

BUSINESS
Lake Mills cancels 
Witches Night Out event 
due to COVID. � A3
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Ed Zagorski

While Wednesday night’s moon, a waxing gibbous, was at 98% illumination, Thursday’s moon, was a full one, 
allowing for 100% of illumination. Here the moon highlights a bit of the jet outside of the Watertown Municipal 
Airport.

FLY ME TO THE MOON

By Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com

When the City of Water-
town decided late Wednes-
day to return to Phase One 
of its COVID-19 manage-
ment program, the Water-
town Unifi ed School Board 
called for a special meeting 
at 6 p.m. Monday to discuss 
its transition to face-to-face 
learning.

“We want to assure all 
of our families that we 
will continue to monitor 
our local data, and we will 
continue to be in commu-
nication with the Water-
town Health Department 
regarding this change in 
local status, but the district 
is planning to continue our 
transition on Oct. 5 to the 
blended instructional mod-
el,” said Watertown Unifi ed 
Superintendent of Schools 
Cassandra Schug.

She said her adminis-
tration will monitor local 
health data to help ensure 
that the school district is 
in the appropriate instruc-
tional model. Schug said 
the data includes the city’s 
local metrics and the city’s 
reopening plan as it com-
pares to the school dis-
trict’s attendance data. In-
dividuals can view the city 

reopening plan at https://
www.ci.watertown.wi.us/
covid-19_community_up-
dates/index.php

She said the school board 
and administration in co-
operation with the Water-
town Health Department 
will monitor all of this data 
closely to ensure that the 
district’s schools are as safe 
as possible for students and 
staff .

“I know that you count 
on the WUSD to keep our 
children safe, and please 
know that safety is always 
our number one priority 
in the Watertown Unifi ed 
School District,” Schug 
said. “We will be continu-
ing to work closely with the 
Watertown Health Depart-
ment and monitoring all of 
our local data as we work to 
successfully transition our 
students back to in-person 
instruction safely. Please 
reach out to your building 
principal, any other admin-
istrator, or directly to me if 
there is any way in which 
we can support you at this 
time or provide answers 
to any questions you may 
have.”

� e board voted this past 
summer to have students 

Board to map 
out COVID 

plan Monday
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MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
President Donald Trump 
canceled a planned ap-
pearance in western Wis-
consin amid calls from the 
city’s mayor and the state’s 
governor, both Democrats, 
that he not hold a rally due 
to a surge in coronavirus 
cases.

� e director of the La 
Crosse airport said the 
event was canceled due to 
a lease issue, not concerns 
over the coronavirus.

Wisconsin ranks third 
among states for per-cap-
ita increases in cases over 

the past two weeks. State 
health offi  cials reported 
2,887 newly confi rmed 
cases on � ursday, a new 
daily record, along with 21 
more deaths. � e state has 
now seen 125,161 cases 
and 1,348 deaths since the 
pandemic began.

Trump replaced the La 
Crosse rally with one in 
Janesville about 175 miles 
away where the virus is 
not spreading quite as 
rapidly. He’s also holding 
a rally Saturday in Green 
Bay. Both will be outside at 
airports.

Both La Crosse and 
Green Bay have been 
identifi ed as a “red zone” 
for community spread of 
COVID-19 by the White 
House Coronavirus Task 
Force. Janesville is not on 
the list.

� e coronavirus task 
force report urged social 
distancing in “red zones” 
to the “maximum degree 
possible.” Trump ral-
lies typically draw many 
thousands of people, who 
crowd closely together, 
shouting and cheering — 
the vast majority without 

masks.
A political rally violated 

the terms of the La Crosse 
airport’s lease with Colgan 
Air Service, which planned 
to host the rally, airport di-
rector Ian Turner said.

“� e tenant was notifi ed 
of this, disagreed with the 
City of La Crosse’ posi-
tion, but opted not to host 
the event,” Turner said in 
a statement. Kelly Col-
gan Hammen, president 
of the private air service 
where the rally was to be 
held, did not immediately 

Trump cancels Wisconsin rally amid 
surge in COVID-19 cases

By Pam Chickering Wilson
Adams Publishing Group

JEFFERSON — As the Unit-
ed States prepares for a presi-
dential election in the middle 
of a pandemic, area munici-
palities are seeing a big uptick 
in absentee-voting-by-mail 
ballot requests.

In addition, local munic-
ipalities are preparing for a 
surge in early voting, offi  cial-
ly called “in-person absentee 
voting,” and taking steps to 
assure traditional in-person 
voting goes smoothly on Elec-
tion Day Nov 3.

Whichever way people 
prefer to vote, the fi rst thing 
voters should do is make sure 
they are registered. If they’re 
not, they’ll have to provide 
proof of their identity (a Wis-

consin driver’s license or state 
ID card) and their current ad-
dress before they can vote.

New registration requests 
sent via the U.S. mail must be 
submitted to the local clerk’s 
offi  ce by Oct. 14, but peo-
ple can come into the clerk’s 
offi  ce to register in-person 
through Oct. 30.

If a voter is registered, ab-
sentee ballot requests done by 
mail must be submitted to the 
local clerk’s offi  ce the � urs-
day before the election, which 
is Oct. 29.

Elissa Friedl, Watertown 
city clerk, said she does not 
recommend waiting until the 
deadline, as the mail turn-
around time can be substan-
tial. Voters are advised to 
leave at least a week on either 
end for mail transit.

“Get them in as early as pos-
sible,” Jeff erson city clerk Sar-
ah Copsey agreed.

� e in-person absentee vot-
ing period, often referred to as 
“early voting,” runs from Oct. 
20-30.

No registration and no early 
voting will be available after 
that day.

Local municipal clerks 
advise that if people want 
to vote via absentee ballot 
through the mail, they should 
get their ballot request in as 
soon as possible, to allow for 
up to a week of mail transit ei-
ther way.

Voters can request a ballot 
online by going to www.my-
vote.wi.gov. � ose who aren’t 
tech-savvy can call or email 
their municipal clerk and re-
quest an absentee ballot ap-

plication, providing a photo of 
their state driver’s license or 
ID for identifi cation.

Michelle Ebbert, Fort At-
kinson city clerk, advised 
that people read the instruc-
tions for the absentee ballots 
carefully, fi lling out all of the 
highlighted areas and making 
sure the paperwork is signed 
by the voter and an offi  cial 
witness in all of the correct 
places, and that the witness’ 
address is included, as well as 
that of the voter.

To make the process more 
accessible, Fort Atkinson has 
a drop-box outside the munic-
ipal building on Water Street 
which is checked every morn-
ing and over the weekends to 
make sure it doesn’t get too 
full.

Absentee ballot requests way up in local communities

Local residents are welcome to call their 
city, village or town clerk to clarify election 
related questions. � e names of the clerks, 
telephone numbers and emails (if avail-
able) are listed below:

CITY OF WATERTOWN
Elissa Friedl
920-262-4000
elissaf@cityofwatertown.org
CITY OF JEFFERSON
Sarah Copsey
sarah@jeff ersonwis.com
920-674-7700
TOWN OF JEFFERSON
Tina Barnes

How to contact 
your clerk

See BALLOT, Page A8
See CLERKS, Page A7

See SCHOOL, Page A8See TRUMP, Page A7


