
SPORTS
Taylor hit a tie-breaking single in the 10th inning and 

seven Milwaukee Brewers pitchers combined on a 

six-hitter to beat the Miama Marlins 2-1 Sunday. • B1

SPECIAL
Relish: Seven simple ingredients 

are all one needs for this  

celebration-worthy dessert. • C
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Towering above

Ed Zagorski
ABOVE: A network device was installed on a communic-
tion  tower near Watertown’s Fire Station Friday morning. 
TOP RIGHT: Tower Technologies LLC employee Jace Lob-
ner gets ready to install a new piece of equipment on the 
cell tower. RIGHT: Glen Margewich of Tower Technologies 
of Prairie du Sac  installs a network device on Watertown’s 
communication  tower that is 155 feet above the city.

Ed Zagorski
TOP: The former Firehouse 
Lanes, Bar and Grill at 125 
N. Water St., Watertown, 
was razed Friday morning. 
The demoliton exposed the 
six bowling lanes inside the 
structure. RIGHT: A worker 
operates a power shovel 
razing the historic Fire-
house Lanes, Bar and Grill 
Friday morning. Although 
the building has been 
vacant for several years 
after its bowling lanes were 
closed it was purchased by 
a group of local investors, 
who have an eye toward 
future development. Yet, 
snags along the way kept 
the demolition from taking 
place until recently.

Leveled lanes

By Ed Zagorski

edz@wdtimes.com

JUNEAU — If there is a 
flooded community, chem-
ical fire or another disas-
ter in Dodge County, Amy 
Nehls is there and helping 
displaced residents and 
working with local author-
ities. Many there is no exer-
cise or scenario to follow. 
No rule book or previously 
used game plan Nehls can 
call upon.

Nehls has filled every 
position in Dodge County 
Emergency Management, 
beginning as the admin-
istrative assistant in 2006 
and becoming the deputy 
director in 2007, and then 
its director in 2014.

Through the years, 
Nehls has been involved in 
multiple local emergencies 
and disaster declarations 
in Dodge County, includ-
ing the 2008 flood declara-
tion and the 2009 Colum-
bus Chemical Industries 
fire, where dozens of neigh-
bors were forced to evacu-
ate their homes because of 
multiple explosions from 
the plant.

Nehls also mentioned 
the search for three boys, 
who  got lost in an aban-
doned iron mine over-
night in Neda. She said 
the state Department of 
Natural Resources, Dodge 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 
and the Iron Ridge Fire 

Department and countless 
other emergency service 
workers from several police 
and fire departments and 
volunteers searched the 
heavily wooded area for 
the three boys, who were 
eventually found safe.

Nehls said she can’t for-
get the 2018 apartment 
explosion in Beaver Dam, 
where a man blew himself 
up in his apartment in Bea-
ver Dam. It was later dis-
covered he was likely mak-
ing bombs when the explo-
sives accidentally deto-
nated, killing him.

Following that, authori-
ties conducted a controlled 
blast by demolition experts 
because the “highly vola-
tile bomb making mate-
rial” was embedded in 
the building’s insulation. 
Agents ultimately decided 
to set off another blast and 
burn the building to the 
ground. It was the only way 
to make sure people were 
safe and that the bomb res-
idue was eliminated.

“We were preparing for 
an emergency evacuation 
following the explosion 
and then we had a snow-
storm hit that night,” Nehls 

recalled. “The Red Cross 
tried sending some people 
here, but they ended up 
staying in hotels that night 
because of the snow.”

She said the volatility of 
the chemical changed the 
emergency evacuation to 
an entire evacuation of the 
area once it was decided to 
burn the entire structure 
down.

“You can plan and plan, 
but you have to be willing 
to adapt and be willing to 
change your plan, espe-
cially with the number of 
people we were working 
with,” Nehls said.

If that wasn’t enough 
the Villages of Brownsville 
and Kekoskee, the Town 
and Villages of Lomira, the 
Town of Theresa and a por-
tion of Waupun were hit by 
straight line winds and two 
tornados in August 2018 
knocking down numer-
ous trees, power lines and 
some buildings.

Following the severe 
weather in certain areas 
of Dodge County in 2018, 
Nehls and FEMA’s Public 
Assistance Teams and the 
state DNR toured Dodge 
County to determine if 
municipalities were eli-
gible for federal funding. 
However, the areas hit by 
the storms did not meet 
the threshold for federal 
funding, but were eligible 

By Steve Sharp

steves@wdtimes.com

HARTFORD — LifeNet 
Inc. has announced that 
part of air medical service 
provider Air Methods will 
now be serving the Dodge 
and Jefferson County 
areas in cases where med-
ical trauma transports to 
regional medical centers 
are needed.

LifeNet Inc, a division 
of Air Methods, announced 

that LifeNet 3-2 will now 
be based at the Hartford 
Municipal Airport. The 
new base location will 
ensure residents in the 
Hartford region and sur-
rounding areas will have 
access to air medical ser-
vices, resulting in quicker 
response times for emer-
gent and trauma situa-
tions.

According to Air 

New option for air 
medical transport
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FORT ATKINSON — 
The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security’s Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and Wiscon-
sin Emergency Manage-
ment announced Friday 
that Jefferson County has 
been awarded $1,530,596 
in Pre-Disaster Mitigation 

funds for the acquisition 
and demolition of 12 flood-
prone properties in the 
county.

Since the buyout pro-
gram’s inception in 1995, 
the county has been able to 
purchase and raze approx-
imately 100 flood-prone 
structures, one county offi-
cial said.

Flood mitigation 
funds awarded

Amy Nehls
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