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BUSINESS
Fort Community Credit Union announces 
names of five scholarship winners who are 
receiving $2,000. • B3

LIFESTYLE
Friends of Fargo library in Lake Mills 
to raffle off quilt at garden tour Satur-
day. • A3
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End of the fair

Pam Chickering Wilson
TOP: At the Jefferson County Fair Saturday evening, 
the ferris wheel and food tents are silhouetted against 
the sunset sky. BOTTOM LEFT: Natalie and Zoey 
Kreuser, ages 5 and 3, of Watertown, peek their heads 
out from behind the windshield of a toy tractor. BOT-

TOM RIGHT: Samantha Lillge, 4, Watertown, reaches 
up to touch a friendly goat in the goat barn.
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JEFFERSON — Michael 

Matteson took a different 

path to the Jefferson Mid-

dle School principalship, 

coming up through the 

special education field.

As such, he has focused 

on issues of equity in edu-

cation and the ideal of 

“meeting students where 

they’re at” to assure opti-

mal learning and growth.

With a background 

co-teaching numerous dif-

ferent subjects, from math 

to English to health, he 

brings a broad perspec-

tive to his new princi-

pal’s role, although he’s 

swift to acknowledge that 

his curricular expertise in 

these areas is not as deep 

as that of the teachers who 

specialized in these areas.

A Whitewater native, 

Matteson has been a 

teacher in Janesville for 

several years.

He and his wife, a fourth 

grade teacher in Milton, 

live in that area. They have 

two daughters — Abby, 15, 

and Makenna, 8.

They built their home in 

Milton — his wife’s home-

town — in 2008, and plan 

to stay in the greater Jeffer-

son County area.

Aside from teaching spe-

cial education and serving 

as a lead resource in that 

area with the Janesville 

schools, Matteson has also 

served as a coach, oversee-

ing a girls basketball team.

His family is very 

involved in 4-H through 

Rock County, where his 

wife serves as county pho-

tography leader. They also 

enjoy outdoor activities 

like camping and hiking.

Matteson officially took 

his position as the new 

Jefferson Middle School 

principal July 1. The Daily 

Union sat down with him 

the other week for a wel-

come interview.

Asked how he got into 

the education field, Mat-

teson said that unlike 

his wife, who knew from 

an early age she wanted 

to become a teacher, he 

wasn’t initially sure which 

career to enter.
His father, a special 

education teacher, put 

Matteson looking forward to new role

Michael Matteson

By The Associated Press
The U.S. has seen a 

string of COVID-19 out-
breaks tied to summer 
camps in recent weeks in 
places such as Texas, Illi-
nois, Florida, Missouri 
and Kansas, in what some 
fear could be a preview of 
the upcoming school year.

In some cases the out-
breaks have spread from 
the camp to the broader 
community.

The clusters have 
come as the number of 
newly confirmed cases 
of the coronavirus in the 

U.S. has reversed course, 
surging more than 60% 
over the past two weeks 
from an average of about 
12,000 a day to around 
19,500, according to data 
from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity.

The rise in many places 
has been blamed on too 
many unvaccinated peo-
ple and the highly conta-
gious delta variant.

Gwen Ford, a 43-year-
old science teacher from 
Adrian, Missouri, was 

COVID hits  
camps: Are 

schools next?

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
Wisconsin’s race for attor-
ney general is heating up, 
with Democratic incum-
bent Josh Kaul officially 
launching his reelec-
tion bid and a Republi-
can challenger reporting 
a record-high amount of 
fundraising for this point 
in the campaign.

Kaul quietly launched 
his reelection bid Sat-
urday night, holding a 
small invite-only event 

at a Madison park and 
announcing his plans to 
seek a second term on 
Twitter. News organiza-
tions were not invited or 
told of the event before-
hand. Kaul tweeted an 
image from the gather-
ing, which was attended 
by about 50 people, on 
Saturday.

Kaul has been rais-
ing money and hiring 

Attorney general 
race heating up

MADISON, Wis. (AP) 
— Wisconsin Gov. Tony 
Evers’ reelection cam-
paign reported Mon-
day that the Democratic 
incumbent raised $5 mil-
lion through the first six 
months of the year and 
has more than $7 million 
cash on hand ahead of his 
bid for a second term.

Ev e r s  o f f i c i a l l y 
announced his reelection 
plans a month ago, but 
he’s been raising money 
for months ahead of the 
2022 campaign. Former 
Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleef-
isch, and lobbyist Bill 
McCoshen, are among 
the Republicans expected 
to announce soon their 
plans to run against Evers.

Evers’ fundraising out-
paced what former Repub-
lican Gov. Scott Walker 
had at this point prior to 

his reelection bids. In both 
2013 and 2017, Walker 
raised $3.5 million in the 
first six months of the year 
and had less than $2.5 
million cash on hand each 
year. Evers announced 
the numbers ahead of the 
Thursday deadline for 
candidates to report how 
much they had raised and 
spent. Evers on Thurs-
day signed the two-year 
state budget passed by the 
Republican-controlled 
Legislature that cuts taxes 
by more than $2 billion.

Lt. Gov. Mandela 
Barnes is considering 
a run for U.S. Senate in 
2022. If he runs for that 
seat, there will have to be 
an election for a new Dem-
ocratic lieutenant gover-
nor candidate in August 
2022 who would then run 
with Evers in November.

Evers amasses 
$5M war chest
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