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NEWS
Voters head to the polls today in special election  
for hotly contested GOP primary for 37th state 
Assembly District. • A2

NEWS
Wondering about the latest home 
sales in your neighborhood? Check 
out our chart. • A2
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More than a book place

Ed Zagorski
The Watertown Public Library cut the ribbon on Monday for its new addition. Although it will be months 
before the move is complete, many of the new areas in the $10 million project are already open and being 
used. TOP: Francisco Luna Rodriguez, 2, plays with blocks in the TalkReadPlay area of the new Water-
town Public Library. LOWER LEFT: Derek Tannis, 7, doesn’t waste any time finding a book to check out 
Monday. Rodriguez’s mother, Mariela Rodriguez, is a Watertown Library Board member. LOWER RIGHT: 
Taking part in the ribbon cutting during the soft opening of the Watertown Public Library were, from left, 
library director Peg Checkai, Eleanor Lampe, 11, Watertown Mayor Emily McFarland, Daniele Luna Rodri-
guez, 10, and Greater Watertown Community Health Foundation President and CEO Tina Crave. Library 
hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 8 p.m,; Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. ; and Sunday, noon to 4 p.m. 

By Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com

An overheated fan motor 
caused $50,000 in damages to 
a two-story, single-family resi-
dence early Saturday afternoon, 
according to Watertown Fire 
Department reports.

Watertown fire crews 
received the call of a residen-
tial structure fire at 12:34 p.m. 
at 203 Lafayette St.

Kristianne Busshardt is the 
homeowner, according to a 
Watertown Police report.

Upon arrival, firefighters 
could see smoke coming out of 
the second-story windows.

Watertown Fire command 
personnel immediately called 
for mutual aid.

Firefighters entered the home 
and found fire in an upstairs 
bedroom that was quickly 

extinguished with a hose line.
The resident came home and 

smelled smoke, attempted to 
extinguish the fire, exited the 
house, and called the fire depart-
ment.

An estimated $148,000 of 
property was saved.

During the fire investigation, 
it was found that an overheated 
fan motor caused the fire.

There were no injuries were 
reported on scene. Fire crews 
were on scene for nearly three 
hours.

Joining Watertown firefight-
ers were We Energies, Johnson 
Creek, Clyman, Reeseville, Leb-
anon, Ixonia fire departments, 
and Lake Mills EMS. 

Hustisford Fire Department 
supplied an engine and Western 
Lakes EMS provided an ambu-
lance to handle any other calls 
in Watertown.

House fire  
causes $50,000  

in damage
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By Steve Sharp
steves@wdtimes.com

JOHNSON CREEK — The 
operators of The Gobbler The-
ater have announced that the 
popular local concert venue 
has ceased operations tempo-
rarily and persons with tick-
ets to upcoming and postponed 
shows will receive a refund on 
their original payments within 
the next week.

“The effect of the COVID-19 
virus has prompted this deci-
sion,” representatives of The 
Gobbler said in a media release. 
“As an indoor venue with seating 

arranged in a circular pattern 
in close proximity to the stage, 
the configuration also places all 
patrons in very close proxim-
ity to each other. The manage-
ment of The Gobbler Theater is 
concerned about the safety and 
health of its patrons, employees, 
community and performers.”

A call to Gobbler founder and 
owner Dan Manesis seeking fur-
ther comment was not returned.

The Gobbler has hosted a 
number of live country and 
rock music shows for the past 
five years. Starship featuring 
Mickey Thomas was the first 

Gobbler Theater 
closed for now;  

future uncertain
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By Steve Sharp
steves@wdtimes.com

Bethesda’s board of directors 
announced Monday that Presi-
dent and CEO Mike Thirtle will 
be leaving to take on a new role 
outside the organization effec-
tive July 9 and Chief Operating 
Officer Dave Sneddon has been 
appointed as interim CEO.

“I know that leaving was 
a very difficult decision for 
Mike given his commitment to 

Bethesda, the people we sup-
port and the disability commu-
nity. We will be forever grate-
ful for Mike’s hard work that 
helped transform the organiza-
tion. That said, we are now in 
a position to grow many of our 
existing services exponentially, 
with several new and exciting 
programs under development,” 
said Cesar Villalpando, chair-
man of Bethesda’s board.

President and CEO  
to leave Bethesda

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — How 
much and what taxes to cut is 
one of the largest remaining 
questions for the Legislature’s 
budget-writing committee to 
tackle this week as it nears the 
end of its work writing the state 
budget.

The Republican-controlled 
panel, which is hoping to com-
plete its work on Thursday, has 
dramatically scaled back the 
two-year spending plan from 
what Democratic Gov. Tony 
Evers proposed in February.

Once passed by the commit-
tee, the Senate and Assembly 
will vote on the budget, perhaps 
as soon as the last week of June. 
It would then head to Evers who 
has broad line-item veto author-
ity.

Here are some highlights 

of the budget as it currently 
stands:
YET TO COME:

Republicans have promised 
a tax cut as large as $4 billion, 
thanks to rosier revenue projec-
tions. The committee has also 
yet to decide on how much to 
pay for expanded broadband 
internet services for rural parts 
of the state. Both decisions are 
expected on Thursday.
K-12 SCHOOLS:

Wisconsin public schools 
would receive an additional 
$128 million in state funding 
over two years, which is less 
than 10% of the $1.6 billion that 
Evers proposed. Republicans 
defended the move, noting that 
Wisconsin schools are slated 
to receive $2.6 billion in fed-
eral coronavirus relief money. 

However, nearly all of that is in 
jeopardy unless the state spends 
nearly $400 million more on 
schools than is currently in the 
budget.
SPECIAL EDUCATION

The budget would reimburse 
30% of special education costs 
in the second year of the bud-
get, up from 28.2% under cur-
rent law. Advocates say that is 
woefully inadequate. The Evers 
budget would increase reim-
bursement to 45% in the first 
year and 50% in the second.
UW SYSTEM:

The eight-year-old tui-
tion freeze would end next fall 
under the budget. UW schools 
would also receive just an $8.25 
million increase in funding, 

What’s in the budget as it stands
WISCONSIN

By The Associated Press

The Girl Scouts have an 
unusual problem this year: 15 
million boxes of unsold cookies.

The 109-year-old organiza-
tion says the coronavirus — not 
thinner demand for Thin Mints 

— is the main culprit. As the pan-
demic wore into the spring sell-
ing season, many troops nixed 
their traditional cookie booths 
for safety reasons.

“This is unfortunate, but 
given this is a girl-driven 

program and the majority of 
cookies are sold in-person, it 
was to be expected,” said Kelly 
Parisi, a spokeswoman for Girl 
Scouts of the USA.

Girl Scouts have millions of unsold cookies
PANDEMIC
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