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Olivia Gilkey-Meisegeier
launches Board & Box, WI,
creating charcuterie boxes. • A3

Parents pack Waterloo gymnasium over masks;
School board decides to postpone decision until
Aug. 18. • A2
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County board OKs
interurban expansion
By Steve Sharp
steves@wdtimes.com
JEFFERSON — Jefferson County continued to
build its reputation as an
island of serenity for outdoor recreation enthusiasts in southeastern and
south-central Wisconsin
Tuesday with county board
approval of an extension
of the Interurban Trail farther east toward Oconomowoc.
A resolution, ratified
unanimously by the Jefferson County Board of Supervisors Tuesday, authorizes
an extension of the licensing agreement between
Wisconsin Electric Power
Co., doing business as We
Energies, and Jefferson
County, for the purpose
of constructing Phase 2 of
the Interurban Trail from

Watertown to Oconomowoc.
The Jefferson County
Parks Department has
been constructing a recreation trail for hiking, biking and cross-country skiing on right-of-way owned
by We Energies east of
Watertown. The proposed
trail is 10.96 miles in length
between Watertown and
Oconomowoc. A trailhead
in Watertown is located
near Concord Avenue.
Following Tuesday’s
board session, Jefferson County Park Director Kevin Wiesman said
he was pleased with the
supervisor’s assessment of
the value of adding to the
trail.
“The extension of the
county’s current license
agreement or lease with
We Energies to operate

the Interurban Trail is a
requirement for the agencies we partner with for
grant and support funds,”
he said. “They want to see
a contract that meets or
exceeds the life of the project, which they define as
20 years. That being said, I
think it’s important to note
that We Energies has these
types of agreements and
trails on quite a few of their
corridors and have not
rescinded any that we are
aware of. We’re just extending our license to meet our
grant obligations.”
The off-road, paved,
trail connection is being
built on the former Interurban Rail Line that
connects Watertown to
Oconomowoc. The path
cross-section will consist

Ed Zagorski
Odilon Cruz Mariano directs an amusement cart down to Elias Hernandez Vazquez,
who places the cart onto its tracks where its secured.

See Trail, Page A6

FORT ATKINSON

Watertown among 48 fire
departments fighting blaze
By Pam Wilson Chickering
Adams Publishing Group
FORT ATKINSON —
When Fort Atkinson Chief
Daryl Rausch arrived at
the DB Oaks building at
midday Tuesday, the first
on the scene, flames were
already licking through the
roof.
Seven city employees
who double as firefighters were next on the scene,
greeted by a line of roaring orange flames and a
black billow of smoke that
stretched miles into the
sky.
Nineteen hours later,
Rausch was back at the site

of the fire, giving updates
against a backdrop of
charred, twisted wreckage
still punctuated by orange
flames and frequent small
explosions.
In the interim, all 44
members of Fort Atkinson’s
volunteer fire department
had pitched in to fight the
blaze, assisted by volunteers from 48 other departments spread across five
counties and two states.
“They did a great job,”
Rausch said of all of the
firefighters who worked on
the scene. “This very easily could have spread to
envelop the whole complex.”

The aim was never to
save the whole building, but
to minimize damage and
keep the fire from spreading to other area buildings
and homes, Rausch said.
The portion of the building where the fire started
is completely destroyed,
he said, though another
portion of the building
remains completely functional.
He noted that firefighters used up to 5,000 gallons
a minute to knock down the
flames on the front end of
the fire. Because the city’s
water system can replenish

See Fire, Page A5

Camper Crush

Steve Sharp
This camper in a backyard at 205 S. Monroe St. in Watertown fell victim to a tree and
high winds during Tuesday night’s storm that roared through the city.

Ed Zagorski
Kara Bleich tightens the tracks underneath the Rio
Grande Train Station, which is one of the many carnival
rides children will enjoy during Riverfest’s four-day run.

Ed Zagorski
Carnival ride foreman
Tina Sir shows how a Tilta-Whirl coaster is fastened to its tracks. Riverfest begins its four-day run
today at Riverside Park in
Watertown.

Riverfest kicks off today
with food, fun, music
By Steve Sharp
steves@wdtimes.com
With so many heavy
storms moving through
the area in recent days,
it’s difficult to write a
reliable advance story
about the biggest outdoor event to take place
in Watertown in 2021.
Mother Nature always
has the last say on these
things and She seems to
be a bit miffed these days.
As of 2 p.m. Wednesday, however, Watertown
Riverfest founder and
Chairman Tom Schultz
was busy and upbeat, as
he and others put the
finishing touches on the
grounds, that include
accommodations for a
huge carnival midway,
concert venue, and dozens of food and drink
booths.
“We’re getting close,”
Schultz said Wednesday as he went about
his last-minute tasks at
forested Riverside Park
in the center of Watertown. “The storm last
night offered up some
setbacks, but they were
minimal.”
Shultz said that, this
morning, vendors will
be bringing in their food,

soda and beer. Today is
opening day of Riverfest
2021, which runs through
Sunday.
“We should be pretty
well set,” Schultz said,
adding that in terms of
weather during set-up
for the fest, volunteers
have pretty much taken
it as it has come. “We
keep an eye on things,
because we have a lot of
tents and trees, but with
last night’s storm, the
park was spared. I hope it
won’t be bad later today.”
The midway took a
minor hit during Tuesday evening’s storm, with
its high winds and lightning. Schultz said the
carnival lost power for
a short period and this
meant that its workers
roasted for a time when
the air conditioners in
their trailers stopped
working.
Schultz said the midway rides were not
damaged in the storm
because, when they are
in operation, many travel
high into the sky, but
when they are not moving, most sit low to the
ground. They are also
heavy and stable.
Schultz said that,
although there was
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Riverfest on
Thursday
Thursday, Aug. 12
4:30-11 p.m. — A
Taste of Watertown
5-11 p.m. — Rainbow
Valley Rides midway
4:30-8:30 p.m. —
Face painting and body
art
4:30-9 p.m. — Caricature artist
4:30-9 p.m. — Chainsaw art
5-9-p.m. — Ride special with a $20 wristband
5:30 p.m. — Lovemonkeys 30th Anniversary Concert
8:40 p.m. — The Boy
Band Night
considerable rainfall in
recent days, Riverside
Park should be in good
shape for the thousands
of people who will be visiting the free festival that
runs Thursday through
Sunday.
“Everything drained
pretty well and the festival site was so dry that

See Riverfest, Page A6

