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NOTICE
Because there is no mail delivery 
on Columbus Day, there will be no 
Daily Times published Monday.

NEWS: 2 inmates die in Dodge County prison. � A3

COLUMN: A deeper look at Boomer’s Dam. � A2

NEWS: 2 counties get $1 million broadband grants. � A7
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Ed Zagorski

Ericka Niemann of Eleven Main Studio, 
11 E. Main St., Watertown, paints a Co-
rinthian column outside of her building 
Wednesday morning. Niemann, who is 
an artist and portrait photographer, is 
also a seamstress, who sews vintage 
clothing. 

CORINTHIAN 
COLORS

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
A federal appeals court on 
� ursday blocked a deci-
sion to extend the deadline 
for counting absentee bal-
lots by six days in battle-
ground Wisconsin, in a win 
for Republicans who have 
fought attempts to expand 
voting across the country.

If the ruling stands, ab-
sentee ballots will have to 
be delivered to Wisconsin 
election clerks by 8 p.m. 
on Election Day if they are 
to be counted. � e ruling 
makes it more likely that 
results of the presidential 
race in the pivotal swing 
state will be known within 
hours of poll closing.

Democrats almost cer-
tainly will appeal the de-
cision to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

Under state law, absen-
tee ballots are due in local 

clerks’ offi  ces by 8 p.m. on 
election night. But Demo-
crats and allied groups sued 
to extend the deadline after 
the April presidential pri-
mary saw long lines, fewer 
polling places, a shortage of 
poll workers and thousands 
of ballots mailed days after 
the election. Wisconsin, 
like much of the rest of the 
country, is already seeing 
massive absentee voting for 
November and the state ex-
pects as many as 2 million 
people to vote absentee.

U.S. District Judge Wil-
liam Conley ruled last 
month that any ballots 
that arrive in clerk’s offi  ces 
by Nov. 9 will be counted, 
as long as they are post-
marked by Nov. 3. In that 
ruling, Conley noted the 
heavy absentee load and 
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By Steve Sharp
steves@wdtimes.com

Oconomowoc’s Melissa 
Winker is challenging in-
cumbent Barbara Dittrich 
for the chance to represent 
State Assembly District 38 
this November.

� e district fl anks the In-
terstate 94 corridor from 
Lake Mills east to the Dela-
fi eld area. It extends south 
to the Glacial Drumlin Trail 
and north to state Highway 
19. It excludes Watertown, 
but includes Jeff erson Coun-
ty cities and villages such as 
Lake Mills, Johnson Creek 
and Concord.

Melissa Winker
Party: Democratic
Age: 45
Family: Married for 22 

years to Eric Winker. Five 
children, Luci, 14; twins 
Zeke and Wyatt, 8; Abe, 3 
and Mary, 1.

Education: Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Madison, 
where she earned a master 
of arts in education, an art 
education certifi cation and 
bachelor of science in art—

graphic design; national 
board certifi cation in sec-
ondary art.

Professional experi-
ence: Art educator from 
2002 through 2020. Served 
on the faculty at McFarland 
High, Emerson Elementary 
School and Memorial High 
School for 10 years, as well 
as at UW-Madison, and 
the Oconomowoc Public 
schools. Advisor and men-
tor for student government, 
art club, Saturday Science, 
and community art service 
projects. Graphic designer 
for three years prior to be-
coming a teacher.

Political experience:
� is is her second run for 
Assembly in her district. In 
2018, she secured 42 per-
cent of the vote and she 
said this allowed her to gain 
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ELECTIONBy Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com

� e downtown street 
clock is stuck in time, but, 
at least, it’s right twice a 
day. But that’s about to 
change.

A casual morning walk 
in downtown Watertown 
and everything looks nor-
mal, until one notices the 
8-foot-tall clock on Main 
Street.

No matter what time of 
day, the clock says mid-
night or noon, depending 
on one’s preference.

In fact, it was the same 
yesterday, and every day 

for weeks before that. It’s 
been the same since No-
vember 2019, when it was 
turned back for Daylight 
Saving Time.

“It’s so easy to tell the 
time and date, and I’ve 
always got a phone right 
in front of me, so I don’t 
think anyone really no-
ticed it doesn’t work,” said 
one passer-by to a report-
er, who was balancing on 
a bench to photograph 
the elaborate, but broken 
timepiece.

Watertown Main Street 
Program Executive Direc-
tor Melissa Lampe has no-

ticed.
She spoke before the 

Watertown Common 
Council Tuesday night and 
provided the city with an 
update of the city’s Main 
Street Program.

“We’re also looking at 
repairing the downtown 
street clock, which has 
not worked since the time 
change last November,” 
she said. “It’s been a source 
of frustration for us.”

Lampe said the indi-
viduals at the Main Street 
Program discussed buy-
ing a new clock, but it 

By Ed Zagorski
edz@wdtimes.com

JUNEAU — Robert 
Underwood, 49, Butler, 
formerly of Juneau, was 
sentenced Wednesday 
by Dodge County Circuit 
Court Judge Brian Pfi tzing-
er to 10 years in prison for 
knowingly operating a mo-
tor vehicle while suspend-
ed causing death and great 
bodily harm.

Underwood was found 
guilty by a court trial in 
July 2020.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, Under-

wood was driving a Land 
Rover on State Highway 60 
in the Town of Neosho in 
September 2017 when he 
crossed the centerline and 
struck a passing Chevrolet 
Trax. Beverly Vincent, the 
Chevrolet’s driver, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
while the passenger, Bryan 
Vincent, was fl own from 
the scene with serious in-
juries.

According to the com-
plaint, Underwood told 
investigators that he was 
coughing and choking and 
spilled coff ee on himself, 

which led him to abruptly 
cross the centerline. Un-
derwood’s license was sus-
pended at the time of the 
crash because of a speed-
ing ticket, the complaint 
states. Underwood report-
edly said he had paid the 
fi ne, but when he went to 
have his license reinstated 
he said the line was “crazy 
long” and he had an errand 
to run so he just left, the 
complaint states.

Underwood’s license 
had been suspended in 
May 2017 due to speeding 
25 mph over the limit.

Underwood has a long 
criminal history, which 
began when he was 18 
years old. He has multiple 

Man sent to prison for deadly crash
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Donations sought to repair clock

Ed Zagorski

Watertown’s Main Street 
Program is looking to re-
pair the downtown clock, 
which has not been work-
ing since November 2019.
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