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Homecoming window paintings

Steve Sharp
Students from Watertown High School painted the windows of local, downtown businesses as part of their 2021 
homecoming celebration that runs through the end of this week. This Watertown Gosling mascot is depicted on 
the front window of Latte Donatte. 
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The Watertown economy 
sustained a blow in recent days 
when it was announced by the 
State of Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Workforce Develop-
ment that Eaton’s Watertown 
plant will be closing Nov. 19.

The facility is located at 901 
S. 12th St. and employs 56 peo-
ple, all of whom will be losing 
their jobs in the city.

Adrienne Mendes, who is 
lead human resources gen-
eralist and manager in the 
industrial control division at 
Eaton in Watertown, said Fri-
day afternoon that Eaton is 
transitioning its U.S. Control 
Division manufacturing loca-
tion in Watertown to Juarez, 
Mexico.

Mendes said that plans for 

the move have been in the off-
ing since November of 2020.

“(It was then that) we 
announced to employees the 
decision to relocate our U.S. 
ICD manufacturing location 
in Watertown to Juarez, Mex-
ico,” Mendes said. “With the 

Eaton to close 
local facility

Steve Sharp
Eaton’s facility on South 12th 
Street in Watertown will be clos-
ing in the coming months, lead-
ing to the dismissal of 56 local 
employees.

By Diane Graff

dianeg@wdtimes.com

One of Watertown’s more dis-
tinguished businessmen enjoys a 
good day fishing so much so that 
he is one of the founders of the 
Rock River Rescue, an organiza-
tion formed in 2001 to save the 
Rock River in Watertown.

The Rock River Rescue Foun-
dation was founded to improve 
the aquatic ecosystem of the 
river within the city limits. Funds 
raised are used for fish stocking, 
habitat improvement, education 
and handicap access to the river.

“When I was young, I had a 
conversation with my fishing 
buddies that centered around 
how nice it would be to go to the 
river and catch something other 
than carp,” Beyer said. In 2001, 
he went to a local bait shop and 

raised the same question. But this 
time, Beyer and six other life-long 
Watertown residents who wanted 
their children, grandchildren and 
others to experience and enjoy the 
river, took action.

They formed the foundation 
to raise money for carp removal, 
fish stocking to introduce preda-
tors of carp, habitat improvement 
to increase the numbers of benefi-
cial fish species and provide hand-
icap accessible piers.

“The river has made a very nice 

turnaround,” Beyer said.
Since 2002, the organization 

has removed thousands of carp, 
stocked 900,000 game and pan 
fish, and donated handicap acces-
sible piers to the city that were 
installed at Riverside Park and 
Fannie P. Lewis Park.

The original target area has 
expanded from the 154 acres 
between the dams in Water-
town to now include the 60-mile 
stretch between Watertown and 
Lake Sinissippi in Hustisford. The 
group is also continuing to clean 
up and restore the Heiden Pond 
area.

Also over the past couple of 
years, Beyer said the group has 
begun making scholarships avail-
able to graduating high school 
seniors pursuing a career in 

Tom Beyer

Ed Zagorski
With a backdrop of blue skies, Matt Manthe of Heller’s Painting 
puts a fresh coat of paint on the sign of Watertown Bowl, 102 W. 
Cady St.

Striking colors

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
A Wisconsin judge on Fri-
day rejected a lawsuit seeking 
to remove the state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
policy board’s leader from his 
post even though his term has 
ended.

Dane County Circuit Judge 
Valerie Bailey-Rihn ruled 
against Democratic Attorney 
General Josh Kaul in the law-
suit he brought seeking to 
force Fred Prehn to leave the 

Pam Chickering Wilson
Members of the Freistadt Alte Kameraden traditional German band led the first “Ein Prosit” singing at the 
weekend’s Gemeutlichkeit Days German heritage festival in Jefferson for 2021.

Ein Prosit at Gemuetlichkeit Days

Judge dismisses suit 
over DNR chairman

See Eaton, Page A8
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See DNR, Page A7


